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Veteran 
Jermain is 
still hungry 
for goals 

HARRY Arter is adamant summer 
signing Jermain Defoe is not winding 
down at Cherries. 

Defoe might be the oldest outfield 
player in Eddie Howe’s squad but 
midfielder Arter says the 34-year-old 
is “probably the sharpest player in 
training”. 

And he is certain the former 
Tottenham and West Ham frontman 
will bang in the goals to keep 
Cherries in the Premier League for a 
fourth straight season. 

Arter said: “You see a lot of clubs 
bring in players who have played at 
a high level throughout their career 
and sometimes they don’t show the 
same application towards the end. 

But Jermain is full of energy. He is 
probably the sharpest player in 
training and is great off the pitch as 
well, so I’m enjoying working with 
him. 

“I don’t know how he could be any 
sharper. Everyone knows how great 
a finisher he is. For someone who 
has achieved so much in the game, 
his enthusiasm is unbelievable. 

“Scoring goals is all he wants to 
do and that is something which will 
only benefit us. I have no doubt we 
will create chances for him and he 
will put them away.” 



Jermain Defoe. 


In much the same way that former 
loan star Jack Wilshere did before 
him, Defoe has quickly become a 
key component in the Cherries 
dressing room. 

Arter said: “Jermain has embraced 
being here. Given the way he’s been 
with the lads, it’s almost like he’s 
been here for years. 

“He is a top man and a top 
professional and one who is not only 
going to benefit us on the pitch but 
also off it. 

“The manager does his homework 
on players before he brings them in 
and Jermain has bought in to what 
we do here.” 

Defoe hit 15 goals for Sunderland 
last season before activating a 
relegation release clause in his 
contract which enabled him to move 
to Cherries on a free transfer. 

The England international, who 
remains hopeful of featuring in next 
year’s World Cup in Russia, made 
his first appearance since signing 
for Cherries in last Saturday’s 
friendly win over Portsmouth, 
entering the fray for the final 31 
minutes. 

Arter played the opening hour at 
Fratton Park and will hope to feature 
this weekend when his team travel to 
QPR today (Saturday) before hosting 
Spanish outfit Valencia 24 hours 
later (both 3pm). 
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The grass isn't 


Simon 

Carter 



VIRGIL van Dijk is angling for a 
move to Anfield. 

But the Dutchman would do 
well to heed the old adage ‘the 
grass isn’t always greener.’ 

Saints have reluctantly sold 
10 players since the end of the 
2013/14 season, but how many of 
them have actually seen their star 
rise away from St Mary’s? 

Rickie Lambert 

The first player to leave Saints 
following Mauricio Pochettino’s 
departure to Tottenham in 2014, 
Lambert left to rejoin his boy¬ 
hood idols for £4m. Lambert had 
not publicly asked for a move and, 
as a result, he left with legendary 
status firmly intact and with the 
good wishes of the vast major¬ 
ity of Saints fans. It would not al¬ 
ways be like this. 

Sadly for Lambert, his career 
has failed to hit any heights since 
leaving St Mary’s. He managed 
just seven league starts (plus 
18) as a sub for Liverpool, scor¬ 
ing twice, before moving to West 
Brom. There he netted just once 
(a penalty) in five league starts 
plus 15 off the bench. Last season 
he scored four goals in 18 Cham¬ 
pionship outings for Cardiff, but 
is currently a free agent - aged 
35 - after having his contract can¬ 
celled last month. 

Adam Lallana 

Took out a full page advert in 
the Daily Echo to thank Saints 
fans for all their support after 
completing a £25m move to An¬ 
field. That didn’t help appease 
supporters, though, and Lallana 
has been jeered whenever the two 
clubs have met since. Probably 
one of only three players (out of 
ten) Saints have reluctantly sold 
since Pochettino left - the others 
being Victor Wanyama and Sadio 
Mane - who can say their career 
has gone up on upwards trajec¬ 
tory after turning their backs 
on the St Mary’s faithful. Is now 
a regular for club and country, 
though is still waiting to win sil¬ 
verware with the Reds. 

Dejan Lovren 

Angered Saints fans when he 
publicly admitted he wanted to 
leave the club and sign for Liver¬ 
pool. 

After Saints had turned down 
a bid of £20m, Lovren said “my 
head is already at Liverpool.” The 
centre half explained: “Liverpool 
sent the offer and the club haven’t 
informed me. Not even about the 
subsequent Liverpool bids. That 



Luke Shaw has yet to establish himself after three years at Old Trafford. 


wasn’t right. I found out about the 
bid from other people which dis¬ 
appointed me and I realised I’ve 
got no business staying at South¬ 
ampton.” 

Lovren got his wish and moved 
to Merseyside, but suffered a poor 
start to his Anfield life with a 
handful of high profile errors. 
After just a few months, he was 
dropped by Brendan Rodgers 
- though quickly regained his 


place. Lovren has made 79 league 
appearances in his three seasons 
on Merseyside, but still awaits his 
first piece of silverware. 

Liverpool last won a trophy five 
years ago, the League Cup. 

Luke Shaw 

Had just appeared for England 
in the World Cup finals in Brazil 
when he left Saints - aged just 
18 - to join Manchester United in 


a £27m deal. So far, though, the 
move has not worked out. 

Shaw has made only 32 league 
appearances in three seasons at 
Old Trafford, though he missed 
most of the 2015/16 campaign 
with a broken leg sustained in a 
Champions League tie in Eind¬ 
hoven in mid-September. 

Last season he was criticised 
by boss Jose Mourinho and ap¬ 
peared only once between the end 
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of November and the beginning 
of March. At one point it seemed 
he had no future under Mour- 
inho, but surprisingly returned 
to the first team scene in the 
closing weeks of 2017/18. How¬ 
ever, he still played no part in the 
club’s League Cup final or Europa 
League final successes. 

Calum Chambers 

Was just 18 when Mauricio Po- 


chettino handed him his Premier 
League debut at West Bromwich 
Albion at right back on the first 
day of the 2013/14 season. Went 
on to make 18 league starts and 
four sub outings that season. 

Was the fifth player to leave St 
Mary’s in the remarkable sum¬ 
mer of 2014, with Arsene Wenger 
making a successful £16m bid for 
the teenager. Within weeks, he 
had won the Community Shield 


and made his senior England in¬ 
ternational debut. 

Yet in three seasons at The 
Emirates Chambers has failed to 
establish himself - making just 20 
league starts plus a further 16 off 
the bench. He spent most of last 
season on loan at Middlesbrough, 
and starts the 2017/18 season hop¬ 
ing this will be his breakthrough 
campaign with the Gunners. 

Morgan Schneiderlin 


Signed by Louis van Gaal for 
£25m, Schneiderlin was a regular 
in his first season at Old Trafford 
with 44 appearances in all compe¬ 
titions. He played no part in the 
FA Cup final win over Crystal 
Palace, though, and as soon as 
Joe Mourinho arrived the writing 
was on the wall. He left United 
after only 32 league appearances 
- 25 as a starter - last January to 
link up again with his ex-Saints 
boss Ronald Koeman at Everton 
in a deal worth around £20m. The 
Frenchman will now expected to 
be a key figure in Koeman’s Good- 
ison Park revolution. 

Nathaniel Clyne 

Not content with signing three 
Saints players the summer be¬ 
fore, Brendan Rodgers returned 
to prise the England right back 
away from St Mary’s in a deal 
worth £12m. Has been a regular 
at Anfield, appearing in 70 of the 
Reds’ 76 league games since his 
arrival, but is still no nearer be¬ 
coming an international regular 
than he was at Saints. 

Graziano Pelle 

Saints could hardly turn down a 
bid of around £13m for a striker 
in his 30s and with only one year 
left on his contract, and when Chi¬ 
nese club Shendong Luneng came 
calling in July 2015 they didn’t. 
Pelle was only too happy to leave, 
as his new club were reportedly 
making him one of the richest 
players in world football. Not bad 
for someone who had never made 
their senior Italian international 
debut prior to moving to Saints 
in the summer of 2014! Since his 
move to the Far East, Pelle has 
scored just six times in 21 match¬ 
es. Given his salary, I doubt he 
feels he should have stayed at St 
Mary’s... 

Victor Wanyama 

Saints had to accept Totten¬ 
ham’s £llm bid for the Kenyan 
midfielder, as he only had a year 
left on his contract. Proved a su¬ 
perb signing for Pochettino, mak¬ 
ing 35 starts as Tottenham fin¬ 
ished runners-up in the Premier 
League. 

Sadio Mane 

Following two inconsistent sea¬ 
sons at St Mary’s under Ronald 
Koeman, Saints could not really 
turn down a whopping £34m bid 
from - of course - Liverpool for 
the Senegalese international. 
Mane proved an inspired signing 
by Jurgen Klopp, ending as the 
Reds’ leading league marksman 
with 13 goals - not bad consider¬ 
ing his season was prematurely 
ended by injury in early April. 



Adam Lallana 
has become 
a regular for 
England since 
joining Liverpool 
three years ago. 


Rickie Lambert 
has scored 
only seven 
league goals 
since leaving St 


Spitfires are 
among title 
favourites 


EASTLEIGH have been 
installed as one of the 
favourites to win the 
Vanarama National League 
title in 2017/18 - even though 
they finished 25 points adrift 
of the play-offs last term! 

Bookies Bet365 have 
Tranmere Rovers as 2-1 
favourites to regain the 
Football League place they 
lost in 2014/15. 

Rovers were beaten in 
last season’s play-off final 
by Forest Green Rovers at 
Wembley. 

Dagenham & Redbridge, 
also relegated alongside 
Tranmere from League 2 in 
2014/15, are Bet365’s second 
title favourites at 10-1. 

Richard Hill’s Spitfires, 
despite the fact they finished 
15th last season, are the 
third favourites at 11-1 - with 
newly-rele gated Hartlepool 
and Leyton Orient both rated 
12 - 1 . 

There is recent form among 
the relegated clubs to go 
straight back up into the 
Football League. 

Bristol Rovers won 



Richard Hill 


promotion at the first 
attempt - under ex-Salisbury 
boss Darryl Clarke - via 
the play-offs in 2014/15, 
while Cheltenham won the 
National League title the 
following season. 

Other odds (Bet365 - to win title): Wrex¬ 
ham 14-1, Sutton 16-1, Aldershot 16-1, 
Fylde 16-1, Barrow 20-1, Ebbsfleet 20-1, 
Gateshead 25-1, Macclesfield 25-1, Maid¬ 
stone 33-1, Dover 33-1, Halifax 40-1, Wok¬ 
ing 50-1, Boreham Wood 50-1, Bromley 
50-1, Chester 66-1, Torquay 66-1, Maiden¬ 
head 66-1, Guiseley 80-1, Solihull Moors 
10 - 1 . 

• POOLE Town are one of 
Bet365’s favourites to win the 
National League South title 
in 2017/18. 

Chelmsford - beaten in 
the play-off final by Darryl 
McMahon’s Ebbsfleet last 
term - are the 8-1 joint- 
favourites with Dartford. 

Tommy Killick’s Poole, 
Hampton and Richmond and 
Hemel Hempstead are all 
10 - 1 . 

Other odds (Bet365 - to win title): Brain¬ 
tree 12-1, Welling 12-1, Eastbourne 
Borough 12-1, Hungerford 12-1, Oxford 
City 14-1, St Albans 14-1, Bath City 16-1, 
Gloucester 16-1, Havant and Waterloov- 
ille 16-1, Wealdstone 20-1, Chippenham 
Town 25-1, Truro 33-1, Whitehawk 33-1, 
Bognor Regis 33-1, East Thurrock 40-1, 
Concord 50-1, Weston-super-Mate 50-1. 
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Javier joy at 
returning 

New West Ham striker 
Javier Hernandez is 
delighted to be back in 
the Premier League after 
completing a £16million 
move from Bayer 
Leverkusen. 

The 29-year-old, Mexico’s 
all-time leading scorer, has 
signed a three-year deal 
to become the Hammers’ 
fourth new arrival of the 
summer. 

Hernandez has previous 
experience of playing in 
the English top-flight, 
having netted 59 goals for 
Manchester United during 
a five-year spell at Old 
Trafford. 

And Hernandez, 
regularly linked with a 
move to Saints during 
Ronald Koeman’s tenure 
at St Mary’s, admitted 
the chance to return to 
England was too good to 
turn down. 



Javier Hernandez 


He said: “I am very 
happy to join West Ham 
United. 

“For me, the Premier 
League is the best league 
in the world and when the 
opportunity came, I was 
desperate to sign for this 
club. 

“It was not a difficult 
decision. West Ham is an 
historic club, and very 
ambitious - this summer 
you can see with the 
players signed that they 
are looking to have a very 
good season. 

“I’ve had three fantastic 
years playing in Spain and 
Germany, but England was 
really the first big chapter 
in my career and I am so 
happy to be back. 

“I am desperate for the 
season to start and to help 
the team achieve all their 
objectives.” 

Hernandez will bolster 
a strike force that was 
depleted towards the 
end of last season, with 
injuries to Andy Carroll 
and Diafra Sakho leaving 
boss Slaven Bilic with just 
on-loan Jonathan Calleri to 
choose from in attack. 


City's signing who puts ice cubes in socks! 


Benjamin Mendy’s signing for 
Manchester City from Monaco 
has taken Pep Guardiola’s spend¬ 
ing past £200million this summer. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
the 23-year-old in more detail. 

1 Born in Longjumeau, France, 
Mendy hails from the same Le 
Havre academy as Manchester 
United’s Paul Pogba. He signed 
his first professional contract in 
July 2011 with Ligue 2 club Le 


Havre and he made his debut a 
month later aged 17. 

2 Real Madrid left-back Marcelo 
is the player Mendy takes inspira¬ 
tion from. Speaking of the Brazil¬ 
ian, he said: “I watch his control, 
his crossing and I like his defen¬ 
sive qualities. That’s something I 
miss, to be a little more defensive 
in my soul.” 

3 Feted Argentinian coach Mar¬ 
celo Bielsa has had a significant 
influence on Mendy’s career. On 


taking over at Marseille, Bielsa 
felt Mendy lacked focus, so sent 
him to speak to experienced duo 
Jeremy Morel and Rod Fanni for 
inspiration. 

“Bielsa was serious. These are 
two experienced players and have 
played for several clubs. Away 
from the field they were profes¬ 
sionals but before I was not,” 
Mendy said. 

4 Nevertheless, Mendy still re¬ 
tains a reputation as a dressing 


room joker, with suggestions last 
season he enjoyed pranks such 
as putting ice cubes in his team¬ 
mates’ socks. 

5 Mendy has 471,000 follows on 
Instagram and 242,000 followers 
on Twitter. 

He dropped a hint he was join¬ 
ing City earlier this month when 
he posted a picture of him shirt¬ 
less in Union flag shorts stood 
on sand dunes stating “See you 
soon.” 


What a difference 
25 years has made 


Peter 

Howard 



ONLY 25 years ago £3.4m would 
have bought you the greatest Pre¬ 
mier League striker of all time. 
Not now. 

Now to buy one of the best for¬ 
wards on the planet, you’d be 
lucky to spend under £100m. Bar¬ 
celona allegedly want £195m for 
Neymar, while Monaco are after 
around £100m for Kylian Mbappe, 
for starters. 

Romelu Lukaku has just moved 
to Manchester United from Ever- 
ton for £75m, while Manchester 
City have just splurged £50m 
apiece on two full-backs! 

But exactly 25 years ago today, 
Alan Shearer, eventually the Pre¬ 
mier League’s all-time leading 
goalscorer, moved from Saints to 
Blackburn Rovers for £3.4m. Or, 
in today’s currency, pennies. 

For the price of an entire Alan 
Shearer, you’d probably be able to 
buy half of one of Neymar’s fin¬ 
ger nails. 

Further, Saints just sold their 
fourth choice striker, Jay Rodri¬ 
guez, for £14m. 

The landmark television money 
deals and influx of billionaire 
overseas owners, has turned 
the Premier League in to a jaw- 
dropping, rather vulgar, shopping 
spree. 

But back in the early 1990s, this 
£3.4m deal was easily a domestic 
transfer record, which eclipsed 
the £2.9m Liverpool paid to Derby 
County for Dean Saunders. 

Granted, when this particular 
deal was struck for Shearer, the 
price tag considered high. 

The then 21-year-old had not yet 
proved himself at senior interna¬ 
tional level and, before the 1991/92 
campaign, had managed only 10 



Alan Shearer, above left, in 1995. Neymar, right. 


league goals in four seasons. 

However, Shearer was already 
known as the next best striker 
of his generation. The man to be 
Gary Lineker’s successor. 

In an exclusive interview with 
the Daily Echo, Shearer said he 
was paid a £600,000 signing on fee 
and £10,000-a-week over his four- 
year contract. 

Again, these figures would have 
be high at the time, but now would 
be nothing short of bargain buck¬ 
et money. 

For example, former Saints man 
Graziano Pelle moved to Chinese 
side Shandong Lueng from St 
Mary’s last summer to be paid 
around £300,000-a-week. In a day 
he’d be earning more than four 


times what Shearer would have 
been in a week. Pelle would easily 
surpasses what Shearer earned 
back then in a year in a matter of 
a fortnight. 

Now, players nowhere near 
Shearer’s quality are regularly 
paid more than £100,000-a-week. 

Following the £3.4m switch 
to Ewood Park, Shearer was on 
the move again in 1996, when he 
moved to Newcastle for £15m - a 
new world record transfer fee. 

These days, though, £15m is 
very much an average outlay for a 
player and the new world record, 
which should be smashed again 
this summer, stands at £89m, 
which Manchester United paid 
for Paul Pogba last year. 
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Ins and outs - summer transfer window 


AFC Bournemouth 

In: Asmir Begovic (Chelsea, £9m), Frankie Vincent (Bar- 
net, Free), Jermain Defoe (Sunderland, free), Nathan Ake 
(Chelsea, £20m), Connor Mahoney (Blackburn, tribunal) 
Out: Callum Buckley, Jake McCarthy, Matt Neale (All 
released), Mark Travers (Weymouth, loan), Ryan Allsop 
(Blackpool, loan), Lewis Grabban (Sunderland, loan) 

Arsenal 

In: Sead Kolasinac (Schalke, Free), Alexandre Lacazette 
(Lyon, £52.7m) 

Out: Takuma Asano (Stuttgart, Loan), Stefan O'Connor 
(Newcastle, free), Chris Willock (Benfica, unidsdosed), 
Marc Bola (Bristol Rovers, loan), Kaylen Hinds (Wolfsburg, 
undisclosed), Glen Kamara (Dundee, free), Wojciech Szcz- 
esny (Juventus, film), Yaya Sanogo (Toulouse, released) 

Brighton 

In: Josh Kerr (Celtic, Undisclosed), Mathew Ryan (Valen¬ 
cia, £5m), Markus Suttner (Ingolstadt, £3.8m), Pascal 
Gross (Ingolstadt, £2.5m), Mathias Normann (FK Bodo/ 
Glimt, undisclosed), Izzy Brown (Chelsea, loan) 

Out: Vegard Forren (released), Chris O'Grady (Chester¬ 
field, undisclosed), David Stockdale (Birmingham, Free), 
Rob Hunt (Oldham, undisclosed), Christian Walton 
(Wigan, loan), Jordan Maguire-Drew (Lincoln, loan), Elvis 
Manu (Genderbirligi, free), Oliver Norwood (Fulham, 
loan) 

Burnley 

In: Charlie Taylor (Leeds, tribunal), Jon Walters (Stoke, 
£1.0m), Jack Cork (Swansea, £7.7m), Phil Bardsley (Stoke, 
undisclosed) Out: Michael Keane (Everton, £30million), 
Joey Barton (released), Michael Kightly (released), Josh 
Ginnelly (Lincoln, loan), George Boyd (Sheffield Wednes¬ 
day, free), Rouwen Hennings (Fortuna Dusseldorf, free), 
Paul Robinson (retired) 

Chelsea 

In: Tiemoue Bakayoko (Monaco, £34m), Antonio Rudiger 
(Roma, £29m), Willy Caballero (Manchester City, free), 
Ethan Ampadu (Exeter, compensation), Alvaro Morata 
(Real Madrid, £60m) 

Out: John Terry (Aston Villa, free), Alex Davey (released), 
Asmir Begovic (Bournemouth, free), Dominic Solanke 
(Liverpool, tribunal), Juan Cuadrado (Juventus, £17m), 
Christian Atsu (Newcastle, £6.2m), Bertrand Traore (Lyon, 
£8.8m), Tammy Abraham (Swansea, loan), Nathan Ake 
(Bournemouth, £20m), Charlie Colkett (Vitesse Arnhem, 
loan), Todd Kane (Groningen, loan), Josimar Quintero (FC 
Rostov, loan), Kasey Palmer (Huddersfield, loan), Marco 
van Ginkel (PSV Eindhoven, loan), Lucas Piazon (Fulham, 
loan), Nathaniel Chalobah (Watford, £4.85m), Ruben 
Loftus-Cheek (Crystal Palace, loan), Ola Aina (Hull, loan), 
Ike Ugbo (Barnsley, loan), Mukhtar Ali (Vitesse Arnhem, 
undisclosed), Jamal Blackman (Sheffield United], loan), 
Michael Hector (Hull], loan), Tomas Kalas (Fulham, loan), 
Izzy Brown (Brighton, loan), Mason Mount (Vitesse 
Arnhem, loan), KurtZouma (Stoke], loan), Jay Dasilva 
(Charlton, loan) 

Crystal Palace 


In: Ruben Loftus-Cheek (Crystal Palace, loan), Jairo Riede- 
wald (Ajax, undisclosed) 

Out: Kwesi Appiah (AFC Wimbledon, free), Luke Croll (Ex¬ 
eter, free), Zeki Fryers (Barnsley, free), Steve Mandanda 
(Marseille, undisclosed), Steve Mandanda (Marseille, 
£6.8m), Fraizer Campbell (Hull, free), Joe Ledley (re¬ 
leased), Mathieu Flamini (released). 

Everton 

In: Wayne Rooney (Manchester United, free), Davy Klaas- 
sen (Ajax, £23.6m), Jordan Pickford (Everton, £25m rising 
to £30m), Michael Keane (Burnley, £20m, rising to £30m), 
Sandro Ramirez (Malaga, £5.2m), Henry Onyekuru (Eu- 
pen, £7m), Mathias Jorgensen (FC Copenhagen, £3.5m), 
Cuco Martina (Saints, free) 

Out: Romelu Lukaku (Manchester United, £75m), Tom 
Cleverley (Watford, undisclosed), Delial Brewster (Ches¬ 
terfield, Free), Conor McAleny (Fleetwood, Free), Josef 
Yarney (Newcastle, free), Brendan Galloway (Sunderland, 
loan), Henry Onyekuru (Anderlecht, loan), Gerard Deu- 
lofeu (Barcelona, £10.6m), Aiden McGeady (Sunderland, 
undisclosed), Courtney Duffus (Oldham, undisclosed), 
Matthew Pennington (Leeds, loan), Joe Williams (Barns¬ 
ley, loan). 

Huddersfield Town 


In: Elias Kachunga (Ingolstadt, £1.2m), Laurent Depoitre 
(Porto, £3.4m), Steve Mounie (Montpellier, £11.4m), 
Kasey Palmer (Chelsea, loan), Tom Ince (Derby, £7m), 
Jonas Lossl (Mainz, loan), Aaron Mooy (Manchester City, 
£10m), Scott Malone (Fulham, £3.2m), Danny Williams 
(Reading, free),Mathias Jorgensen (FC Copenhagen, 

£3.5m) 

Out: Kyle Dempsey (Fleetwood, undisclosed), Jordy 
Hiwula (Fleetwood, loan), Tareiq Holmes-Dennis (Ports¬ 
mouth, loan) 

Leicester City 

In: Harry Maguire (Hull, £17m), Vincent Iborra (Sevilla, 
£10.5m), Eldin Jakupovic (Hull, £2.25m). 

Out: Marcin Wasilewski (released), Cedric Kipre (Mother- 
well, free), Bartosz Kapustka( (Freiburg, loan) 

Liverpool 

In: Dominic Solanke (tribunal), Mohamed Salah (Roma, 
£34m), Andrew Robertson (Hull, £8m up to £10m) 


Out: Lucas Leiva (Lazio, £5m), Andre Wisdom (Derby, 
£1.95m), Ryan Fulton (Hamilton, free), Pedro Chirivella 
(Willem II], loan), Kevin Stewart (Hull, £8m) 

Manchester City 

In: Bernardo Silva (Monaco, £42m), Ederson (Benfica, 
£35m), Kyle Walker (Tottenham, £50m), Douglas Luiz 
(Vasco Da Gama, £10m), Benjamin Mendy (Monaco, 
£52m), Danilo (Real Madrid, £26.5m) 

Out: Joe Hart (West Ham, loan), Pablo Zabaleta (re¬ 
leased), Gael Clichy (released), Jesus Navas (released), 
Willy Caballero (released), Bacary Sagna (released), 

Angus Gunn (Norwich, loan), Enes Unal (Valencia, £12m), 
Aaron Mooy (Huddersfield, £10m), Nolito (Sevilla, 

£7.9m), Bersant Celina (Ipswich, loan), Ruben Sobrino 
(Alaves, undisclosed), Joe Coveney (Nottingham Forest, 
free), Olivier Ntcham (Celtic, undisclosed), Ashley Smith- 
Brown (Hearts, loan), Aleksandar Kolarov (Roma, £4.5m) 

Manchester United 

In: Victor Lindelof (Benfica, £31 m), Romelu Lukaku 
(Everton, £75m) 

Out: Zlatan Ibrahimovic (released), Josh Harrop (Preston, 
Undisclosed), Wayne Rooney (Everton, free), Sam John¬ 
stone (Aston Villa, loan), Adnan Januzaj (Real Sociedad, 
£9.8m), Regan Poole (Northampton, loan), Dean Hen¬ 


derson (Shrewsbury, loan). 

Newcastle United 

In: Jacob Murphy (Norwich, £12m), Christian Atsu (Chel¬ 
sea, £6.2m), Josef Yarney (Everton, free,, development 
squad), Stefan O'Connor (Arsenal, free, development 
squad), Florian Lejeune (Eibar, £8.7m), Javier Manquillo 
(Atletico Madrid, undisclosed) 

Out: Florian Thauvin (Marseille, £9.3m), Matz Sels 
(Anderlecht, season loan), Alex Gilliead (Bradford, loan), 
Sammy Ameobi (Bolton, free), Yoan Gouffran (Goztepe, 
free), Haris Vuckic (Twente, free), Adam Armstrong (Bol¬ 
ton, loan), Alex Gilliead (Bradford, loan), Sean Longstaff 
(Blackpool, loan), Daryl Murphy (Nottingham Forest, 
undisclosed) 

Saints 

In: Jan Bednarek (Lech Poznan, £5m) 

Out: Jay Rodriguez (West Brom, f 14m), Jason McCarthy 
(Barnsley, £200,000), Lloyd Isgrove (Barnsley, free), Har¬ 


rison Reed (Norwich, loan), Cuco Martina (Everton, free), 
Martin Caceres, Harley Willard (all released), Harry Lewis 
(Dundee United, loan), Ryan Seager (MK Dons, loan) 

Stoke City 

In: Darren Fletcher (West Brom, free), Josh Tymon (Hull, 
undisclosed), KurtZouma (Chelsea, loan). 

Out: Marko Arnautovic (West Ham, £20m up to £25m), 
Daniel Bachmann (Watford, free), Liam Edwards, Harry 
Isted, Shay Given, Joel Taylor (all released), Jon Walters 
(Burnley, £1.9m), Glenn Whelan (Aston Villa, £2m), Phil 
Bardsley (Burnley, undisclosed) 

Swansea City 

In: Roque Mesa (Las Palmas, film), Tammy Abraham 
(Chelsea, loan), Cian Harries (Coventry, undisclosed), 
Erwin Mulder (Heerenveen, free) 

Out: Jack Cork (Burnley, £7.7m), Alex Samuel (Steve¬ 
nage, undisclosed), Frank Tabanou, Marvin Emnes, 

Liam Shephard, Gerhard Tremmel (all released), Josh 
Vickers (Lincoln, Free), Borja Baston (Malaga, loan), Liam 
Edwards (Hull, free), Daniel James (Shrewsbury, loan), 
Keston Davies (Yeovil, loan), Liam Shephard (Peterbor¬ 
ough, free), Bafetimbi Gomis (Galatasaray, £2m), Jordi 
Amat (Real Betis, loan), Connor Roberts (Middlesbrough, 
loan), 

Tottenham Hotspur 

In: None 

Out: Charlie Owens (QPR, Free), Kyle Walker (Manchester 
City, £45m), Federico Fazio (Roma, £2.7m), Luke McGee 
(Portsmouth, undisclosed), Nabil Bentaleb (Shalke, 

£16m), Clinton N'jie (Marseille, £5.95m), Federico Fazio 
(Roma, £2.7m), Connor Ogilvie (Gillingham, loan). 

Watford 

In: Tom Cleverley (Everton, £7.9m), Will Hughes (Derby 
County, £7.7m), Daniel Bachmann (Stoke, free), Kiko 
Femenia (Alaves, free), Nathaniel Chalobah (Chelsea, 
£4.85m),Sam Howes (West Ham, undisclosed). 

Out: Rene Gilmartin (Colchester, Free), Dennon 
Lewis (Crawley, loan), Mario Suarez (Guizhou Hengfeng 
Zhicheng, undisclosed) 

West Brom 

In: Jay Rodriguez (Saints, £14m), Zhang Yuning (Vitesse, 
£5.7m), Ahmed Hegazi (Al Ahly, loan) 

Out: Darren Fletcher (Stoke, free), Craig Gardner (Bir¬ 
mingham, undisclosed) Callam Jones, Jack Rose, Andre 
Wright (all released) 

West Ham 

In: Pablo Zabaleta (Manchester City, free), Joe Hart 
(Manchester City, loan)., Javier Hernandez (Bayer 
Leverkusen, £16m), Marko Arnautovic (Stoke, £20m up 
to £25m) 

Out: Havard Nordtveit (Hoffenheim, £5.95m), Enner 
Valencia (Tigres, undisclosed), Reece Oxford (Borussia 
Monchengladbach, loan), Raphael Spiegel (Boavista, 
free), Stephen Hendrie (Southend, free), Alvaro Arbeloa 
(released),, Sam Howes (Watford, undisclosed), George 
Dobson (Sparta Rotterdam, undisclosed), Ashley Fletcher 
(Middlesbrough, £6.5m), Darren Randolph (Middles¬ 
brough, £5m. 




Fairy-tale 

Christmas in Bavaria 

6 days from £899 Flying direct from 
Southampton, 22 December 2017 
Spend an unforgettable few days in an alpine paradise, 
where your hosts will exude Bavarian Gemutlichkeit. 

Tour highlights 

V Marvel at the beautiful Neuschwanstein Castle, home of 
‘Mad’ King Ludwig 

Y Explore ‘Passion Play’ village, Oberammergau 

y/ Enjoy a special Christmas Day Lunch at your hotel 
y/ Coach travel and transfers throughout 
y/ Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced tour manager 
y/ Five nights’ three-star half-board hotel accommodation, 
return flights and transfers 


Reader Offer || NewmarXet 




Daily Echo 


call 0330 160 7751 [ncs_ 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncs20268 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. ATOL protected 2325. (L§) ^ A 

Subject to availability. Single supplements apply Standard phone charges it~\ 
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Brits to look 
out for... 

The British athletes can bank on 
extra support from the crowd at the 
World Championships as they plot 
home success. 

Sir Mo Farah and Laura Muir are 
expected to deliver and, here, the 
Sports Pink looks and them and the 
other Brits expected to challenge for 
medals. 

LAURA MUIR 

The 24-year-old is set to be one of 
the leading lights of the summer 
after her double European gold in 
March. Muir blitzed the field in 
Belgrade to take the 1500m and 
3,000m crowns, her first senior 
titles. 

She is already eyeing wins in the 
1,500m and 5,000m after her 
victories earlier in the year 
convinced her to try for the double. 

MO FARAH 

All eyes will be on Farah as the 
four-time Olympic champion retires 
from the track to focus on road 
racing after the World 
Championships. 

The scene is set for the 34-year-old 
to add the 5,000m and 10,000m to 
his first two Olympic gold medals at 
London 2012. 

Farah has not been beaten in a 
global championship final since 
2011. 



Laura Muir 


KATARINA JOHNSON-THOMPSON 

With the retirement of Jessica 
Ennis-Hill and Canada’s Brianne 
Theisen-Eaton, Johnson-Thompson 
will be expecting to win her first 
world medal in the heptathlon this 
summer. 

She set a new Briitsh record after 
jumping 1.98m in the long jump at 
the Olympics last year before tailing 
off and finishing sixth after being 
tipped for a medal. 

ASHA PHILIP 

The 26-year-old has recovered 
from a serious knee injury in her 
early 20s and won her first individual 
senior title at the European Indoor 
Championships in March. 

Philip won the 60ms - adding to her 
4x100m relay bronze from last year’s 
Olympics - and is aiming to transfer 
her form to the 100m. 

ANDREW POZZI 

The Olympic Stadium is a 
bittersweet place for Pozzi following 
a previous personal best and a 2012 
injury nightmare. 

The hurdler posted 13.19 seconds 
at last year’s Anniversary Games but 
was unable to finish in qualifying at 
the Olympics five years ago after 
suffering a hamstring injury. 

But the 25-year-old won the 60m 
hurdles at the European Indoors in 
Belgrade in March - his first major 
senior title - and will be hunting the 
podium in August. 


CHERRIES 



Fletcher's 25-year 


Paul 

McNamara 


IF IT were possible, would Steve 
Fletcher go back in time and trade 
his “crazy” Cherries playing career 
for a crack at the Premier League? 

The question isn’t allowed to hang 
in the air before Fletcher meets it 
head on, much like he would a foot¬ 
ball in front of goal. 

“Not a chance. No way, not in a 
million years.” 

This is a love affair that has sur¬ 
vived doubts and tears - not to men¬ 
tion a club-record 726 appearances 

- to be going stronger than ever on 
its 25th anniversary 

In July 1992 a 19-year-old Fletcher 
jumped in a sweltering car with 
dad Peter for the 335-mile journey 
from the north-east to a “different 
world”. 

Told by Hartlepool boss Alan 
Murray of Cherries’ interest in 
him, it had dawned on Fletcher 
he wouldn’t be able to pick out 
Bournemouth on a map. 

A “whirlwind” 24 hours later, 
he had submitted to Tony Pulis’s 
charm offensive and made the move 
that would come to define him. 

A club totem during less glamor¬ 
ous but at turns desperate and ex¬ 
hilarating times, Fletcher is still 
doing his bit today. 

Eddie Howe is wont to employ 
his 44-year-old assistant coach as a 
training ground battering ram in 
the days preceding Cherries’ meet¬ 
ings with the Premier League’s 
more robust opponents. 

Perhaps unwittingly, as he con¬ 
siders his heavy-duty battles with 
defensive pair Steve Cook and Si¬ 
mon Francis, Fletcher provides 
a fascinating insight into his and 
Howe’s respective psyches. 

“When the manager’s having a go 
at me because I can’t keep up, I have 
to remind him, ‘Eddie, I’m coming 
up 45, not 25, and these are Premier 
League, not League One players’,” 
Fletcher said. 

“But Eddie is so serious; when 
I’m training, I have to do it right. I 
still get a buzz when I join in and 
have a load of adrenaline running 
through my body afterwards. 

“I just love the game. I need it - it 
is like a drug. 

“I have some battles with the 
centre-halves. The manager says he 
doesn’t want me to go easy on them, 
so I have to give them everything 
I’ve got - which isn’t a lot at 44! 

“But I’m still quite physical, I 
win a few headers and take some 
whacks from Franno, Cookie and 
Tyrone Mings. 

“Do you know what, weirdly - and 
I know it sounds a bit masochistic 

- that’s the thing I miss most, the 
physical side of the game. 

“Cookie caught me with an elbow 
in training when we were working 
on set-pieces towards the end of 
last season, it was a beauty and my 
face swelled up quite a bit. 

“He was all apologetic but I said 



Legend reflects 
Dean Court life 


Life and times of Steve Fletcher... (above) celebrating his goal against 
Grimsby in 2009 that secured Cherries' Football League status, (main 
picture) celebrating promotion with Alan Connell in 2010. (above 
right) playing for Cherries in the 1998 Autoglass Trophy final, (far right) 
celebrating a goal in the 2003 League 2 play-off final against Lincoln in 
Cardiff. 


‘don’t worry, I enjoyed it’. 

“Eddie says to me all the time - in 
a loving way, but he means it - ‘that 
you didn’t play in the Champion¬ 
ship is ridiculous’. 

“He blames me for not doing it - 
and he’s right, I should have played 
higher.” 

Seduced by Bournemouth’s 
beaches and holiday vibe on his 
initial recce, Fletcher nevertheless 


made countless fraught phone calls 
home during his first two years 
with the club. 

Supporters mourning the prolific 
Jimmy Quinn’s departure for Read¬ 
ing were not initially sold on the 
northerner in their midst. Fletch¬ 
er’s goal return was no match for 
the Northern Irishman’s, and un¬ 
derstanding of his predicament 
was sparing. 


“I had only really been a bit-part 
player at Hartlepool and Tony 
bought me as one for the future,” 
says Fletcher. 

“When I wasn’t scoring at the 
rate Jimmy had been, I had a lot 
of critics and found it very tough. 
I spent a lot of time upset, phoning 
my parents. I didn’t know if I want¬ 
ed to stay or go back home.” 

The “turning point”, reckons 
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Your guide to the 
World Athletics 
Championships 


Cherries love affair 



Fletcher, was the 1994-95 season, 
when supporters crowned him 
their player of the year following 
Cherries’ first Great Escape. 

“My rapport with them grew and 
grew from there and now it’s phe¬ 
nomenal,” says Fletcher. “I could 
never have foreseen the love and 
admiration I would receive today.” 

You find out who your real friends 
are in times of adversity, though. 


For Fletcher, that time was 2007, 
when, after 15 years at Dean Court, 
Kevin Bond cut him loose. 

“It’s tough in any environment 
when you’re told you’re not want¬ 
ed,” says Fletcher. 

“I was 34 and it was hard. 

“I received more than 700 mes¬ 
sages from supporters. I printed 
off every one of them and still have 
them in a folder to this day. 


“They weren’t just football-relat¬ 
ed, someone told me I had visited 
them in hospital and was their in¬ 
spiration to get better. 

“I was in floods of tears - and so 
were my parents and wife. 

“You really don’t realise how 
much you touch people’s hearts, on 
and off the field. I will always put 
myself out to see people and repre¬ 
sent the club in the right way. 


“That was how I was brought up: 
to say please and thank you, and 
know my manners. And to do what 
I can for other people.” 

As it transpired, Fletcher had 
been gone only 18 months - play¬ 
ing for Chesterfield and Crawley 
- when the newly-appointed Howe 
asked him to be the pied piper of 
Cherries’ improbable Football 
League survival bid. 

“Everyone was telling me, ‘you 
don’t want to go back and ruin your 
legacy’,” says Fletcher. “I had a two- 
year contract at Crawley; Bourne¬ 
mouth were only offering me six 
months and looked to be heading 
out of the league. 

“I was lying in bed every night 
thinking of all the reasons not to go 
back. But my heart was ruling my 
head. I woke up at about 2am one 
night and told the wife I had made 
up my mind. 

“It was just crazy but I had to go 
back. I did not want to lie in bed at 
50, 60 years of age thinking ‘what 
if?’. 

“All the odds were stacked 
against us but we did it. If we had 
been relegated the club could have 
collapsed and a lot of players would 
have been out of jobs.” 

“And to score the winning goal 
against Grimsby was a fairytale, 
my favourite moment of 24 years in 
football.” 

That goal was the final step on 
Cherries’ mountainous climb to 
overcome their punitive 17-point 
deficit in 2008-09. 

“There is not a day goes by when 
somebody doesn’t mention it or I 
don’t think about it,” says Fletcher. 

Promotion into League One 
promptly followed. So too, for 
Fletcher, a stint assisting Lee Brad¬ 
bury and, subsequently, his place 
on Howe’s staff as Cherries com¬ 
pleted their ascent to the Premier 
League. 

“I probably achieved more in my 
last five years, at a ridiculous age to 
play football, than I did in my first 
15,” says Fletcher. 

“People ask if I would swap eve¬ 
rything that happened in my career 
to play in the Premier League - and 
I would love to play there - but not 
a chance. No way. 

“All those things - playing at 
Wembley, having a stand named 
after me, the promotions, Great 
Escapes, the Grimsby goal and 
hundreds of other moments I loved 
-1 wouldn’t swap them in a million 
years.” 

What would you get for £30,000 
from Hartlepool these days? 

“I like to think the price was a 
bit of a bargain,” says Fletcher. 
“Whether you’d get a player for 
that money from League One who 
would thrive, I don’t know... but it’s 
a different time. 

“I’m just glad I had the career I 
had and I wouldn’t change it for the 
world.” 

One thing is certain, Steve Fletch¬ 
er knows where Bournemouth is 
on a map now. 

He helped put it there. 


The IAAF World Championships 
come to London next week. Here, the 
Sports Pink gives a day-by-day guide to 
the main events at the London 
Stadium. 

DAY 1 - AUGUST 4 

Usain Bolt starts the countdown to 
his retirement in the men’s 100 metre 
heats while Laura Muir runs in the 
1500m heats. The showpiece of the 
opening day is Sir Mo Farah’s 10,000m 
final as he bids to sign off from the 
track in style. 

DAY 2-AUGUST 5 

Bolt looks to complete the first of his 
goals in the 100m final while Katarina 
Johnson-Thompson has the chance to 
prove there is life after Jessica Ennis- 
Hill in the heptathlon and Muir is due to 
run in the 1500m semi-final. 

DAY 3-AUGUST 6 

Johnson-Thompson returns for the 
second day of the heptathlon, 

European indoor champion Andrew 
Pozzi begins his 110m hurdles bid and 
Asha Philip will aim to reach the 
evening’s women’s 100m final, with 
Jamaica’s double Olympic champions 
Elaine Thompson aiming for gold. 

DAY 4-AUGUST 7 

Muir is likely to battle Faith Kipyegon 
and Genzebe Dibaba for a 1500m 
medal in the final after her seventh 
place at the Olympics last year. 


DAY 5-AUGUST 8 

Holland’s Dafne Schippers starts the 



Usain Bolt 


defence of her 200m crown with 
Britons Shannon Hylton, Bianca 
Williams and Dina Asher-Smith all 
aiming for the podium. Matt Hudson- 
Smith, Dwayne Cowan and Martyn 
Rooney will have aimed to reach the 
evening’s 400m final. 

DAY 6-AUGUST 9 
The men’s 200m semi-finals take 
place - although Bolt will not be 
involved - while the women’s 400m final 
also goes ahead. 

DAY 7-AUGUST 10 
The men’s 200m final will see a new 
world champion crowned in the 
absence of Bolt, while Muir returns for 
the 5000m heats. 

DAY 8-AUGUST 11 
The women’s 200m final ends the 
day’s competition with Schippers one 
of the favourites, while the day also 
includes the final of the men’s hammer, 
final of the women’s long jump and 
women’s 3000m steeplechase final. 

DAY 9 - AUGUST 12 
Farah runs in the 5000m final as his 
track career edges to a close and the 
men’s 4x100m relay also takes centre 
stage in Bolt’s final race. 

Day 10-AUGUST 13 
The final day and the final chance for 
Muir to add to her European Indoor 
medals from Belgrade in March in the 
5000m. The women’s 800m final and 
4x400m men and women’s relay finals 
end the Championships. 
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Linford-did 
you know? 


It is 25 years since Linford 
Christie won Olympic 100 metre 
gold in Barcelona, four years 
after his silver medal in Seoul. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
five things about the former 
Olympic, world and European 
champion. 

OLDEST CHAMPION 

In Barcelona in 1992 Christie 
became the third British athlete to 
win the Olympic 100m, after 
Harold Abrahams and Allan Wells, 
taking gold ahead of Frankie 
Fredericks and American Dennis 
Mitchell. Christie - aged 32 at the 
time - ran 9.96 seconds to 
become the oldest Olympic 100m 
champion by four years and 38 
days. 

HEARTBREAK 

The reigning Olympic champion 
was disqualified in the the final of 
the 100m in Atlanta four years 
later after false starting twice. It 
was his last major race before his 
retirement from athletics the 
following year. 

DRUGS BAN 

Christie tested positive for the 
anabolic steroid nandrolone in 
1999, having already officially 
retired and only competing in 


Linford Christie 

selected meetings. He was 
cleared by UK Athletics but the 
International Association of 
Athletics Federations (IAAF) 
overturned the decision and 
banned him for two years. 

Chrsitie always claimed he was 
not guilty. He is banned for life by 
the British Olympic Association 
from ever having anything to do 
with a British team at the Games 
again. 

RECORD BREAKER 

Christie hosted the BBC show 
Record Breakers from 1998 to 
2000. He took over from fellow 
ex-athlete Kriss Akabusi, who had 
co-presented with Cheryl Baker, 
and was also in I’m A Celebrity, 
Get Me Out Of Here in 2010, 
lasting 18 days. 

MEDAL HAUL 

Christie collected 24 major 
medals at the Olympics, World 
and European Championships as 
well as the Commonwealth 
Games. Along with his Barcelona 
gold he won the 100m World title 
in 1993, the 1986 European crown 
and 1990 and 1994 
Commonwealth Games golds. He 
won the BBC Sports Personality 
of the Year award in 1993. 


Levy: Summer spending is 'unsustainable' 


'We talk about f 50m 
in such an easy way' 


appropriately. I don’t think that long 
term for any club it’s sustainable to 
spend more than you earn. You can 
have periods where you do, but over 
the long term you can’t. 

“I think some of the activity that’s 
going on at the moment is just impos¬ 
sible to be sustainable. If somebody 
is spending £200million more than 
they’re earning, then eventually it 
catches up with you. You can’t keep 
doing it.” 

Those are words which would no 
doubt have Les Reed and other mem¬ 
bers of the Saints hierarchy nodding 
their heads in approval. 


Spurs have invested more than 
£100m on their training facilities, 
and are also expecting to fork out a 
final figure of around £750m for their 
new stadium. Saints, in the last few 
years, have splashed out over £40m 
on new training facilities at Staple- 
wood - aiming to continue bringing 
academy players through into the 
first team rather than splash out 
huge sums on new faces. 

Levy said it was a challenge to 
finance the building of their new 
61,000-seat home, but insisted it had 
not affected this summer’s transfer 
dealings. 


Mark 

Staniforth 


Manchester United boss Jose 
Mourinho has voiced his concern 
about the way clubs are “spending 
£30million, £40million, £50million 
in such an easy way.” 

The 54-year-old has splashed 
the cash since replacing Louis 
van Gaal at Old Trafford in May 
2016, highlighted by the £89mil- 
lion and £75million captures of 
Paul Pogba and Romelu Lukaku 
respectively. 

But what Mourinho does not 
like is the excessive transfer fees 
that are currently being paid for 
players that do not fall into the 
world-class category 

“I always thought the problem 
is not what you pay for these kind 
of (top) players, I don’t think the 
problem is what you pay for Pog¬ 
ba, I don’t think the problem is go¬ 
ing to pay crazy for Neymar,” the 
Portuguese said. 

“I think the problem is with the 
other group which is a big group 
because players like Pogba, there 
is one or two (big) transfers (like 
that) per transfer window. The 
other ones are where you have 100 
transfers and for me that is the 
dangerous area of the market. 

“Some clubs are paying or they 
don’t buy because they don’t ac¬ 
cept the numbers that are now 
ruling the market, or to do it they 
have to go the same levels and for 
me that’s what worries me a little 
bit because now we speak about 
£30million, £40million, £50million 
in such an easy way.” 

While the likes of United, Man¬ 
chester City, Everton and Chel¬ 
sea have all spent big money this 


Jose Mourinho 

summer, Tottenham have yet to 
dip into the market. 

They lost Kyle Walker to City in 
a £50million deal but have so far 
managed to keep their other best 
players at the club, even thwart¬ 
ing Mourinho’s reported pursuit 


of England international Eric 
Dier. 

“Everybody speaks about the 
dimension of the investment at 
Man City, but there is another 
team that I feel the dimension of 
their investment is also phenome¬ 


nal - Tottenham,” Mourinho said. 

“I think until now they spent 
zero pounds, right? For me the 
dimension of their investment is 
amazing. 

“They keep everybody they 
want to keep. They keep Dele Alii, 
Harry Kane and Toby Alderweire- 
id, they keep Eric Dier, they keep 
everyone they want to keep.” 

That would be model Saints ide¬ 
ally want to copy as well this sum¬ 
mer, fending off interest in Virgil 
van Dijk and Ryan Bertrand. 

Mourinho has in recent months 
admitted there are certain play¬ 
ers he would have kept at United. 

He says he would never have 
sold Angel Di Maria, Danny Wel- 
beck or Javier Hernandez, saying 
the latter was the kind of “killer” 
striker United would have loved 
last season. 

Two years after Van Gaal al¬ 
lowed the Mexico international to 
leave for Bayer Leverkusen, he is 
back in the Premier League and 
could be lining up against United 
for West Ham on the opening day. 

f he was tempted to bring Her¬ 
nandez back to the club, Mour¬ 
inho said: “No, because he left the 
club a few years ago. I am not sure 
that it was his decision or the 
manager’s decision. 

“But he’s a good player, he’s 
a player that will always score 
goals, so he is a player I would 
always welcome in my squad be¬ 
cause he doesn’t need many min¬ 
utes on the pitch to score a goal. 

“But we moved in another di¬ 
rection and a younger player in 
Lukaku. We have (Marcus) Rash- 
ford that can be also a striker, he 
is originally a striker, so we didn’t 
feel that need. 

“But for West Ham to get a play¬ 
er with his experience and his 
quality is very, very good.” 


Alvaro Morata 


Tottenham chairman Daniel Levy 
has defended his club’s lack of trans¬ 
fer activity and labelled the Premier 
League’s summer spending levels 
“unsustainable”. 

Manchester City have splashed 
out over £200m in the last couple of 
months, while Manchester United 
have brought in £75m Romelu Lu¬ 
kaku and Chelsea swooped for £60m 
Alvaro Morata. 

Levy said: “My view is that it’s to¬ 
tally unsustainable. 

“We’ve managed the club, we think, 
in a very appropriate way. 

“We have a duty to manage the club 
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Southgate: Well 
done to Eastleigh! 


EASTLEIGH FC are celebrat¬ 
ing the award of a £4,500 Grow 
the Game grant, attracting praise 
from England manager Gareth 
Southgate. 

The grant has paved the way for 
the ladies’ and girls’ section to 
create three new teams over the 
next two years. 

The money will go towards gain¬ 
ing the qualifications required 
to ensure Eastleigh’s ladies and 
girls get the correct training from 
the volunteers who help to run 
the teams. 

Applauded 

Eastleigh, named the Hamp¬ 
shire FA ‘Inclusive Club of the 
Year’ for 2017, have been applaud¬ 
ed for their efforts by the England 
boss. 

Southgate, a Football Founda¬ 
tion ambassador, said: “I am so 
pleased that Eastleigh FC has se¬ 



cured this Grow the Game grant. 

“The club has worked very hard 
with Hampshire FA and the Foot¬ 
ball Foundation to get more local 
people playing football so that 
they can enjoy the many physi¬ 
cal and mental benefits that come 
with playing regular sport.” 

A £2.5m programme, Grow the 
Game awards grants to grassroots 
clubs that wish to create new 
teams, especially among under¬ 
represented groups. 

£1,500 is available to help FA- 
affiliated clubs with the cost 
of creating a new team, which 
might include the cost FA coach¬ 
ing courses, FA league affiliation 
costs, referees’ fees, first aid kits 
and even football kit and equip¬ 


ment. 

Gazz Davison, Eastleigh’s head 
of community, commented: “This 
funding is vital . Last season we 
started with three teams and now, 
in our second season of female 
football, we have expanded to six 
teams. 

“Getting coaches the correct 
training can be expensive but, 
with the help from the Football 
Foundation and The FA, we can 
continue our growth programme 
with sustainability to ensure la¬ 
dies’ and girls’ football remains 
high on the agenda at Eastleigh 
FC.” 

Since it was launched in 2010, 
Grow the Game has attracted a to¬ 
tal of 161,285 new footballers into 
playing regularly. 

Last year it achieved 2,159 new 
teams, 8,787 female footballers, 
23,332 male footballers and 5,715 
new coaching qualifications. 



Gareth Southgate 


Smith 

returns 

SHOLING made it two 
pre-season wins out of two 

- with no goals conceded 

- at Fawley AFC on 
Wednesday night. 

They triumphed 2-0 and 
the added bonus was a 
welcome return to action 
for midfielder Jack Smith, 
who spent most of last 
season out injured. 

It took the Boatmen just 
eight minutes to get their 
noses in front when Barry 
Mason beat the ‘keeper at 
the second time of asking. 

Fawley hit the crossbar 
in the second half, but 
Sholing made sure of 
victory six minutes from 
time when Jake Hoole’s 
well-struck 20-yarder was 
only half saved and Bradey 
Norton pounced on the 
rebound. 

Next week is a busy one 
for Dave Diaper’s Boatmen. 

Tuesday’s Sydenhams 
Premier opener at Cowes 
Sports is followed by an 
eagerly-awaited FA Cup 
extra preliminary round 
tie at home to Alresford 
Town next Friday (August 
4, 7.45pm) 




CASH' 


LWV GIVEAWAY 

To celebrate the summer, we are giving 6 readers each week the chance to win a share of £1000 simply by 
answering the question and completing the entry form below. 1st prize £500 and 5 runners up winning £100 each! 

Send your completed entry form to Cash Giveaway Week 5, Newsquest, Fleet House, Hampshire Road, Weymouth, Dorset, DT4 9XD, 

by the closing date of 5pm on 5th August 2017. 



I 


Question: Who sang the well known song ‘We’re all going on a summer holiday’? 

Answer 
Name... 

Address 
Postcode 

E-mail. 

Daytime Tel No 
Year of Birth 

□ From time to time, Newsquest would like to contact you about news, features, great offers and special events. If you don’t want to receive these, please tick this box 

Terms and Conditions: This competition closes at 5pm on 5th August 2017, when the winner/s will be selected at random from the correct entries received. The judge's decision will be final and no correspondence will be entered into. Employees of Newsquest and members 
of their family are not eligible to enter this competition. There is no equivalent for the cash prize offered which will be paid in the form of a cheque within 4 weeks of the closing date. Winners must be prepared to have their name published and picture taken to be eligible for the 
prize. Usual Newsquest terms and conditions apply please see dorsetecho.co.uk/competitionterms. This competition will be published in the Dorset Echo, Daily Echo and Southern Daily Echo with winners selected from all correct entries received. 
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Odubade on 
the move 

PACY former Eastleigh 
frontman Yemi Odubade 
will be plying his trade in 
the National League South 
this term with Eastbourne. 

The 33-year-old parted 
company with the Spitfires 
last September and signed 
for National League rivals 
Maidstone. 

He had scored 22 goals 
in 136 appearances during 
a three-year stint in 
Stoneham Lane. 

Odubade will need 
no introduction to the 
Eastbourne faithful, 
having been part of 
Garry Wilson’s successful 
Borough squad of the mid- 
2000s. 

He went on to play for 
Oxford United, Stevenage 
and Gateshead before 
starting a new chapter 
with the Spitfires. 

Still a resident of 
Southampton, Odubade 
proved to be a popular 



Yemi Odubade. 


figure at Maidstone, whose 
boss Jay Saunders said: 
“Yemi’s been an absolute 
pleasure to have. His 
attitude’s been first-class.” 

Odubade’s search for 
a new club this summer 
included a trial with 
Havant & Waterlooville. 

He still has strong 
links with Eastleigh and 
recently joined Paul Reid, 
Michael Green and James 
Constable on a charity 
painting project set up 
by the club’s community 
department. 

• HUNGERFORD 
Town have signed central 
defender Matt Partridge 
from Basingstoke Town. 

It means the ex-Reading 
youngster stepping up 
from the Evo-Stik South 
Premier to the Vanarama 
National League South. 

Partridge, 23, ended the 
2015/16 campaign with 
League Two outfit Newport 
County and returned to 
Basingstoke at the end of 
his contract. 


'Lap of honour' FA Cup final ref Derek dies 



Derek Nippard, right. 


DEREK Nippard - who famous¬ 
ly did a lap of honour after refer¬ 
eeing the FA Cup final - died ear¬ 
lier this month, aged 87, following 
a long illness. 

Christchurch resident Derek 
took charge of the 1978 showpiece 
between Ipswich Town and Arse¬ 
nal at Wembley. 

And after Roger Osborne’s goal 
had settled the match in Ipswich’s 
favour, Derek and his two lines¬ 
men embarked on a lap of honour 
around the stadium. 

The Football Association subse¬ 
quently issued a directive inform¬ 


ing officials not to follow Derek’s 
lead. 

Derek passed his referee’s exam 
in 1949, aged 19, and started offici¬ 
ating in local leagues. 

He was promoted to the Football 
Combination, firstly as a lines¬ 
man and then as a referee, before 
following a similar path when he 
moved up to the Football League. 

Derek spent 11 years on the 
Football League list, bowing out 
following the FA Cup final. 

He was a member of the Hamp¬ 
shire FA council for 26 years and 
also an honorary life member and 


a patron of the Bournemouth 
Hayward League. 

Derek served on the council 
of the Bournemouth Hayward 
League and the Bournemouth 
Divisional FA for more than 40 
years. He also had an associa¬ 
tion with Bournemouth Poppies 
and was a life vice-president of 
Christchurch FC. 

Derek received a special award 
from the Hampshire FA for 50 
years’ service to football. 

His funeral will be held on Au¬ 
gust 1 at Bournemouth Cremato¬ 
rium, commencing at 2pm. 


Reason to be cheerful 



Jai Reason, right, in action for Eastleigh last season. 


Jai 'fell out 
of love' with 
the game 



AFTER weeks of solo training 
sessions, former Eastleigh favour¬ 
ite Jai Reason has found himself 
a new club. 

The experienced midfielder, 
who finished last season with 
Boreham Wood after being re¬ 
leased by the Spitfires in Febru¬ 
ary, is staying in the Vanarama 
National League with Maidstone 
United. 

Reason made more than 250 ap¬ 
pearances for the Stoneham Lane 
outfit after joining them from 
Braintree Town in 2012. 

Signed by Ian Baird, the gifted 
play-maker became an integral 
part of the Spitfires’ side that 
won the 2013/14 Conference South 
title under Richard Hill. 

He went on to play for Chris 
Todd and Ronnie Moore, but his 
Silverlake love story petered out 
towards the end of Martin Allen’s 
short time at the helm. 

Weird 

Rather than diving straight 
in with a new club after being 
made a free agent this summer, 
the 27-year-old, who hails from 
Southend, got on and trained by 
himself. 

He would take a bag of balls to 
a patch of grass close to home 
every morning, followed by a gym 
session every afternoon. 

Reason joked at the time: “There 
are people out walking their dogs 
probably thinking, ‘What’s this 
geezer doing running around 
with a football?’ I’ve got my boots 
and socks on and they must think 


I’m weird. 

“But you’ve got to do it. As soon 
as I get that phone call to say: 
‘Come and sign’, I’ve got to be fir¬ 
ing on all cylinders.” 

Looking back on a rollercoaster 
2016/17, Reason said: “Last sea¬ 
son was one of the most mentally 
tough I’ve ever had. I’ve had so 
many highs over the last four 
years, then last season I had four 
or five managers and two differ¬ 
ent clubs. 


“To be honest, I fell out of love 
with it a bit. It was the other side 
of football. But you’ve got to take 
the rough with the smooth and 
I’m looking forward to a new chal¬ 
lenge. 

Challenge 

“I want to challenge for some¬ 
thing too. 

“No disrespect to clubs happy 
to finish mid-table, I want to be 
going to a club that is pushing at 


the top end, whether it’s the Na¬ 
tional League or National League 
South. I want to be fighting for 
something. 

“I’ve always been in teams that 
breed winning. I want to carry 
that on. It’s no good coming to 
the end of the season and seeing 
it out. 

“I want to use my experience of 
what it’s like to handle the pres¬ 
sure in those last five games when 
you’re trying to win something.” 
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Eastleigh strike deal with nutrition company sss®“ ! 



Eastleigh's Michael Green 


EASTLEIGH should have the 
sustenance to stay the course in 
the Vanarama National League 
promotion race. 

The Spitfires have struck up a 
partnership with UK-based Soc¬ 
cer Supplement who specialise in 
the nutritional requirements of 
footballers. 

Soccer Supplement have devel¬ 
oped a range of products to deliv¬ 
er elite performance on the pitch 
and complete recovery away from 
it. 

They work directly with many 
professional clubs and academies 


and their goal is to become the 
go-to supplier of football-related 
nutritional support. 

James Olsen, Soccer Supple¬ 
ment’s managing director, said: 
“We are delighted to announce 
our partnership with Eastleigh 
FC for the new season. 

“As the UK’s only specialist foot¬ 
baller nutrition company, we look 
forward to supplying the club 
with the latest products to help 
them perform on the pitch.” 

• POOLE Town have brought 
three of last year’s successful 


under-18 players into their first- 
team fold. 

Young Dolphins Ollie Balmer, 
Josh Leslie-Smith and Harvey 
Wright have signed National 
League South forms after an 
outstanding season in which 
they won the 2016/17 South West 
Counties Youth League. 

Director of football Nick 
Spetch said “It’s really exciting 
to see the development of Poole 
Town youth players. I expect 
there to be more as they will be 
an important ingredient for our 
team in the future.” 


Phillips is quickly 
back in business 


Wendy 

Gee 



THIS time last week James 
Phillips was hoping to find a 
job in coaching/management 
with a Wessex League club after 
parting company with Totton & 
Eling. 

Just a matter of days later, his 
wish came true when he was 
handed a coaching/assistant 
manager’s role by T&E’s Divi¬ 
sion One rivals AFC Stoneham. 

At 25, Phillips already boasts a 
wealth of experience as a man¬ 
ager at Romsey Town and T&E 
and a coach at Team Solent. 

But there is always scope to 
learn and AFC Stoneham chair¬ 
man Mark Stupple believes 
Phillips has come to just the 
right place, working alongside 
experienced former Alresford 
Town and Winchester City boss 
Tim Cole. 

Stupple explained: “Carl 
Whittingham, our excellent 
coach for the last three seasons, 
has taken a rest from football to 
focus on fatherhood. 

“Tim has been left to pre¬ 
pare pre-season, supported by 
Charles Chiguvare. However, 
this still left a gap for someone 
to replace Carl and James fits 
the role superbly. 

“I have known of James for a 
while and have only heard good, 
positive comments. 

“Personally I feel his 
strengths lie mainly in coach¬ 
ing at this stage of his career, 
although the management ex¬ 
perience gained at both Romsey 
and Totton & Eling can only be 
a big bonus and will allow him 


to support Tim in many ways, 
including having good input 
into the first team. 

“I have no doubt that James 
can learn from Tim’s experi¬ 
ence in management and we 
are delighted to have him on 
board.” 

Phillips said: “I am really 
looking forward to working 
alongside Tim and pushing the 
team and whole club forward. 

“Having met with both Mark 
and Tim, I feel very confident 
that the club can match my am¬ 
bitions and that we can have an 
exciting future together.” 

Offsetting the positive news 
of Phillips’ arrival is the blow 
of losing goalkeeper Sam 
Whieldon to long-term injury. 

The popular stopper suffered 
a broken leg while working as a 
tree surgeon. 

Team boss Cole said: “The 
news on Sam was a blow as he 
is a big character in our chang¬ 
ing room. 

“However, I have no doubt he 
will still be at every game as he 
is a big club man. 

“We have also lost Ashley 
Ledger, Ben Clarke and Chris 
Morris from last season but, on 
the up side, we have managed to 
sign ex-Blackfield and Whitch¬ 
urch midfielder Sam Floyd and 
got back club stalwart Liam 
Hall from Alresford. 

“We have a couple of interna¬ 
tional clearances going through 
on players - plus our conveyor 
belt of young players is already 
starting to bear fruit with the 
likes of Bailey Sperring, Joe 
Cresdee, Efu Khazadi and Jabs 
Setters, all aged either 16 or 17, 
starring in pre-season. 

“Things are hopefully start¬ 
ing to look up.” 



James Phillips. 


Saturday, July 29 
FRIENDLIES 

AFC Portchester v AFC Bournemouth 
XI (1.30), Andover Town v Hedge End 
Rangers (Sparsholt College), AFC Stone¬ 
ham v Arundel, AFC Totton v Chichester 
City, Brockenhurst Development v 
Shrewton, East Preston v Fareham 
Town, Fordingbridge Turks v Sholing XI, 
Hailsham Town v Brockenhurst, Hamble 
Club v Moneyfields, Hythe & Dibden v 
Lymington Town, Stockbridge v Totton 
& Eling, US Portsmouth v Blackfield & 
Langley, Wimborne Town v Gosport Bor¬ 
ough, Winchester City v Alresford Town. 

Tuesday, August 1 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 

Premier Division: AFC Portchester 
v Alresford Town, Andover Town v 
Bemerton HH, Blackfield & Langley v 
Amesbury Town, Bournemouth Poppies 
v Brockenhurst, Cowes Sports v Sholing, 
Fareham Town v Horndean, Hamble 
Club v Newport IW, Hamworthy Utd 
v Lymington Town, Petersfield Town v 
Baffins Milton Rovers, Portland United v 
Team Solent, Shaftesbury v Bashley. 
Division One: Ringwood v Laverstock 
& Ford. 

FRIENDLIES 

AFC Stoneham v Eastleigh, Moneyfields 
v Winchester City. 

Wednesday, August 2 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 

Division One: Fawley AFC v Totton & 
Eling, Weymouth v Christchurch. 

Thursday, August 3 
FRIENDLY 

Brockenhurst Development v Boldre 
Royals. 

Friday, August 4 
FA CUP 

Extra preliminary round: Sholing v 
Alresford Town. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 

Division One: Folland Sports v Downton. 

Saturday, August 5 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 

AFC Fylde v Boreham Wood, Bromley v 
Eastleigh, Dagenham & Redbridge v Bar- 
row, FC Halifax Town v Aldershot Town, 
Guiseley v Ebbsfleet Utd, Hartlepool 
Utd v Dover Athletic, Maidstone Utd 
v Maidenhead Utd, Solihull Moors v 
Chester, Sutton Utd v Leyton Orient (BT 
Sport, 12.30), Torquay Utd vTranmere 
Rovers, Woking v Gateshead, Wrexham 
v Macclesfield Town. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 
Bognor Regis v Bath City, Chelmsford 
City v Gloucester City, Chippenham 
Town v Havant & Waterlooville, Dartford 
v Hungerford Town, East Thurrock v 
Hampton & Richmond, Eastbourne 
Borough v Braintree Town, Hemel 
Hempstead vWhitehawk, Oxford City 
v St Albans, Truro City v Welling Utd, 
Wealdstone v Concord Rangers, Weston- 
super-Mare v Poole Town. 

FA CUP 

Extra preliminary round: Amesbury 
v Eversley & California, Badshot Lea v 
Verwood, Bashley v Fareham Town, 
Bracknell Town v Cowes Sports (2.00), 
Camberley Town v Blackfield & Langley, 
Christchurch v AFC Portchester, Farnham 
v Fawley AFC, Hamworthy Utd v 
Bemerton HH, Horndean v Melksham 
Town, Knaphill v Bournemouth Poppies, 
Lymington Town v Andover Town (at 
Fawcett's Field), Newport IW v Guildford 
City, Plymouth Parkway v Portland 
Utd, Ringwood Town v Ascot Utd, 
Shaftesbury v Exmouth Town, Team 
Solent v Brockenhurst, Thatcham Town 
v Petersfield Town, Whitchurch Utd v 
Laverstock & Ford. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Baffins Milton Rovers v 
Hamble Club. 

Division One: Andover New Street v Al¬ 
ton, East Cowes Vies v New Milton Town, 
Romsey Town v Hythe & Dibden, Tadley 
Calleva v US Portsmouth, Weymouth Res 
v Totton & Eling. 

NEW FOREST CARE HAMPSHIRE 
PREMIER LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Bush Hill v Liss Athletic, 
Clanfield v Overton, Fleetlands v Hedge 
End Rangers, Hayling Utd v Stockbridge, 
Infinity v Colden Common, Liphook Utd 
v Sway, QK Southampton v Paulsgrove, 
Winchester Castle v Locks Heath. 
FRIENDLIES 

Salisbury v Basingstoke Town, Wimborne 
v Weymouth, Winchester City v Farn- 
borough. 
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SOUTHAMPTON 
FA SUNDAY CUP 
DRAWS 2017/18 


SUNDAY SENIOR CUP 

First round (to be played on or 

before Sunday, September 17) 

AFC Soton v Testlands 
RS Nomansland v Fawley RBL 
Byes: Boyatt Wood, Clock Inn, Cham- 
berlayne Athletic, Crusaders, Durley, 
Itchen Saints 

Quarter-final (to be played on or 
before Sunday, October 15) 

AFC Soton/Testlands v Itchen Saints 
Chamberlayne Athletic v Boyatt Wood 
Clock Inn v Durley 

Crusaders v RS Nomansland/Fawley RBL 

SUNDAY JUNIOR A CUP 
First round (to be played on or 
before Sunday, September 17) 

AFC Dorchester v O.T's & Romsey 
AFC Riverside v Bitterne Ducks 
Bridge Manor v Landguard Rovers 
Chartwell Green v London Airways 
Curbridge v Mottisfont 
Hunters Inn v Portside 
King George v Marchwood Rangers 
Lordshill v Winsor United 
Lyndhurst JFC v Bedford Arms (date to 
be confirmed) 

Mayfield Rovers v AFC Spitfire 
Portswood Utd v Eastpoint 
Southampton Warriors v Testlands 
Reserves 

Byes: Chamberlayne Athletic Reserves, 
Hedge End Athletic, Royale Marine, Test 
Valley Spartans. 

Second round (to be played on or 
before Sunday, October 15) 

AFC Dorchester/ O.T's & Romsey v 

Bridge Manor/Landguard Rovers 

Chamberlayne Athletic Reserves v Cur- 

bridge/Mottisfont 

Chartwell Green/London Airways v 

Lordshill/Winsor United 

King George/ Marchwood Rangers v 

AFC Riverside (Sunday)/Bitterne Ducks 

Mayfield Rovers/ AFC Spitfire v Hunters 

Inn/Portside 

Portswood United/Eastpoint v Test Val¬ 
ley Spartans 

Royale Marine v Lyndhurst JFC/Bedford 
Arms 

Southampton Warriors/Testlands 
Reserves v Hedge End Athletic 

SUNDAY JUNIOR B CUP 
First round (to be played on or 
before Sunday, September 17) 

Linden Tree v AFC Mayflower 
RS Nomansland Res v AFC Mayflower 
Res (date to be confirmed) 

Whiteheart United v Wilton Wanderers 
(date to be confirned) 

Tokyo v Burridge AFC 
AFC Itchen v Forest Home 
Byes: AFC Forestside, AFC Itchen Re¬ 
serves, AFC Southbridge, AFC Stoneham 
Sunday, Athletico Romsey Sunday, 
Broadlands Lakes, Chamberlayne Ath¬ 
letic 'A', Chandlers Ford Athletic, Empire, 
Hamwic Rovers, Hedge End City, Hedge 
End Club, M & T Sunday, Meon Valley 
United, Montfort, Nemesis, Southern 
Sports Otter SFC, Park Gates Panther, 
Phoenix Utd, Riverside Rangers, Romsey 
Comrades, Sholing Monks, Southern 
Sports, Southern Sports Res, Sporting 
Compass, Unity 101. 

Second round (to be played on or 
before Sunday, October 15) 

AFC Forestside v Broadlands Lakes 
AFC Itchen/Forest Home v Sholing 
Monks 

Chamberlayne Athletic 'A' v Hedge 
End City 

Empire v Hedge End Club 
Hamwic Rovers v Montfort 
Linden Tree/AFC Mayflower v Phoenix 
Utd 

M & T Sunday v Meon Valley United 
Nemesis v AFC Itchen Res 
Netley Spitfire v Chandlers Ford Athletic 
Otter SFC v Tokyo/Burridge AFC 
Park Gates Panther v Sporting Compass 
RS Nomansland Reserves/ AFC May¬ 
flower Res v AFC Stoneham Sunday 
Riverside Rangers v AFC Southbridge 
Romsey Comrades v Southern Sports 
Reserve 

Whiteheart United/Wilton Wanderers v 
Southern Sports 

Unity 101 v Athletico Romsey Sunday 


Andy Culliford Trophy up for grabs 



Andy Culliford with his wife Donna 
and daughter Isla pictured back in 
2014. 


WIMBORNE Town are 
hosting Gosport Borough in a 
friendly today (Saturday) for 
the Andy Culliford Trophy. 

The match, proposed by 
Gosport’s former Wimborne 
boss Alex Pike, will be played 
annually on a home/away 
basis in tribute to the much¬ 
loved local footballer who was 
diagnosed with motor neurone 


disease in 2011, aged just 34. 

Culliford, who played 
for both clubs as well as 
Paulton Rovers, Poole Town, 
Bournemouth Poppies, 
Bashley and Brockenhurst, 
will attend the pre-season 
game and is looking forward 
to catching up with some 
familiar old friends at 
Cuthbury. 


Brian McIntyre of 
Wimborne Town said: “His 
courage and conduct is 
inspirational in fighting MND 
and is humbling to witness for 
many.” 

The Andy Culliford Trophy 
has been donated by Tony 
Dark of Alda Glass of 
Ringwood. 



Town on the nl- 1 


Basingstoke's Camrose ground 


Hants FA ground 
could be solution 


BASINGSTOKE Town could be 
playing at Hampshire FA’s Win- 
klebury headquarters in just over 
a year. 

With just one season remaining 
at their Camrose Ground home, 
the Evo-Stik South Premier club 
have forged a partnership with 
the county FA which could pave 
the way for them to move to the 
nearby Winklebury complex in 
time for 2018/19. 

In return, the club would sup¬ 
port Hampshire FA’s proposal for 
the council to transfer the facili¬ 
ties to them on a long-term lease. 

While the scheme appears to 
have the support of local council¬ 
lors, there is still a lot of work to 
be done before the new Basing¬ 
stoke Town Community Club can 
make the move. 

The facility would need bring¬ 
ing up to Southern Premier 
standard, including the laying of 
a new 3G pitch, along with a small 
amount of extra seating and ter¬ 
races - all of which would require 
planning permission. 

As owners of the Winklebury 


Complex, the council would need 
to be involved in any discussions. 

The club are also fully aware 
that the residents of Winklebury 
need to be consulted as to the 
implications of having a football 
team playing in their community. 

A statement on the Basingstoke 
Town website explained: “There 
are a number of actions that need 
to be taken before this is turned 
into reality. 

“As the owner of the football 
facilities, the council would need 
to formally endorse the arrange¬ 
ments and terms would have to be 
drawn up. 

“All the indications are very 
positive on this front. 

“The Community Club will 
communicate with supporters on 


what this means as further dis¬ 
cussion between the council and 
HFA take place. 

“Another important step will 
be consultation with Winklebury 
residents to discuss what is in¬ 
volved, what benefits will come 
with the Community Club’s pres¬ 
ence and to listen to, and address, 
local concerns. 

“Initial soundings have seen a 
positive local reaction. 

“The adaptations at Winklebury 
to meet Step 3 ground grading 
standards can be achieved rela¬ 
tively easily and would need to be 
funded by the Community Club. 

“The thinking is for two covered 
areas for standing and seating of 
spectators to be installed. These 
would be a low level, prefabricat¬ 


ed design, tailored to the Winkle¬ 
bury footprint. 

“Whether temporary or per¬ 
manent spectator areas were in¬ 
stalled, there would need to be 
planning approval.” 

Alan Turvey, president of Bas¬ 
ingstoke Town, stressed: “Having 
a new home is very important to 
the football club and it not only 
benefits the men’s team, but the 
club also has an academy, ladies, 
disabled and young football play¬ 
ers who would all benefit from 
being able to use this facility. A 
thriving football club can bring so 
much more to a town.” 

This move has been forced on 
the football club as their current 
Camrose Ground home is set to be 
sold for housing by the owner of 
the club Rafi Razzak. 

There has also been discussion 
regarding a covenant put on the 
ground in 1953 by Lord Camrose, 
stating it should be kept as a lei¬ 
sure facility for 100 years. 

The council have so far been 
able to find the original docu¬ 
ment, but they are still looking. 
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Southampton Senior Cup draw 2017/18 


SOUTHAMPTON 
FA CUP DRAWS 
2017/18 


First round (to be played on or before Satur¬ 
day, September 16) 

AFC Stoneham v Hamble Club Reserves 

BTC Southampton v Athletico Romsey 

Bush Hill v Hedge End Rangers 

Bush Hill Reserves v Compton 

Comrades v Braishfield 

Durley v Follands Sports Reserves 

Follands Sports v Totton & Eling 

Hedge End Rangers Reserves v Soton University 


Locks Heath v Fawley 

Michelmersh & Timsbury v Hedge End Town Fc 
Nursling v Chamberlayne Athletic 
Sholing Reserves v Hythe & Dibden 
Upham v Infinity 

Warsash Wasps v Bishop Waltham Dynamo 

Second round (to be played on or before Sat¬ 
urday, October 21) 

AFC Gulf Western v Nursling/Chamberlayne Ath¬ 
letic 


Alresford Town v Locks Heath/Fawley 
Blackfield & Langley v Michelmersh & Timsbury/ 
Hedge End Town Fc 

Brockenhurst v Warsash Wasps/Bishop Waltham 
Dynamo 

Colden Common v Sholing Reserves/Hythe & Dib¬ 
den 

Hamble Club v Hedge End Rangers Reserves/ 
Southampton University 
Lyndhurst v Upham /Infinity 


Netley CS V Comrades/Braishfield 

QK Soton v Bush Hill Reserves/Compton 

Sholing v Durley/Folland Sports Reserves 

Southampton FC v BTC Soton/Athletico Romsey 

Sway v Lymington Town 

Team Solent v Folland Sports/Totton & Eling 

Upham Reserves v Priory Rovers 

Winchester Castle v Bush Hill/Hedge End Rangers 

Winchester City v AFC Stoneham/Hamble Club 

Reserves. 




Saints' tie will 
be like a 'final' 


Wendy 

Gee 


GREG Dickson reckons a tie 
against Saints will be like a “fi¬ 
nal” for the lucky winners of the 
BTC Southampton versus Ath¬ 
letico Romsey showdown in the 
Southampton Senior Cup. 

As previously reported, Pre¬ 
mier League giants Southampton 
FC are returning to the competi¬ 
tion for its centenary season and, 
predictably, their presence in 
Monday’s draw generated huge 
excitement about who would play 
them. 

For the last three seasons the 
area’s Sydenhams Wessex League 
contingent have been back in¬ 
volved again but, fittingly in the 
early rounds, it’s two clubs from 
lower down the non-League peck¬ 
ing order who will battle it out for 
a fairytale visit to Saints. 

BTC, the Southampton (Satur¬ 
day) Football League Premier Di¬ 
vision champions, will host Sen¬ 
ior Division runners-up Athletico 
Romsey in the first round in early 
September. 

The winners of that will go on 
to face a young Saints side, prob¬ 
ably at the club’s state-of-the-art 
Staplewood training ground, in 
October’s second round. 

Dickson, assistant secretary of 
the Southampton Divisional FA 
(SDFA), said: “Suddenly this be¬ 
comes a cup final for grass roots 
football. 

“It’s a big thing to play a side 
with that sort of status and it 
means a lot to the clubs. 

“I remember when Wessex sides 
came back into the Senior Cup, 
clubs from lower down were ex¬ 
cited to play on Wessex grounds. 

“Sholing (where Dickson is sec¬ 
retary) played Hedge End Rang¬ 
ers Reserves at our ground and 
yes, we beat them 12-0, but it was 
their cup final. They said they’d 
never played on a pitch like that 
under floodlights before.” 


Sholing celebrate with the Southampton Senior Cup last season. Top - Greg Dickson. 


With such a huge prize at stake, 
Dickson reckons the BTC v Ath¬ 
letico Romsey showdown will be a 
crowd magnet in itself. 

“Both clubs are buzzing for it 
and I think they’ll get a massive 
gate,” he said. 

The SDFA were this week await¬ 
ing confirmation from Saints 
about where the tie will be played 
and what sort of team they will 
put out. 

Early indications suggest it will 
be a Saints under-18 side playing 
at Staplewood. 


Dickson smiled: “We’ve had 
clubs messaging us, saying: 
‘Great draw at St Mary’s!’, but I’ve 
said don’t count your chickens, it 
won’t be played there! 

“Mike Harvey (SDFA secretary) 
had discussions with Saints and 
they said they were happy to play 
their games as drawn - either 
home or away - and we’re assum¬ 
ing it will be at Staplewood. 

“The likelihood is it will be 
Saints’ under-18s - however, any¬ 
one signed on for Southampton 
FC is eligible to play in the com¬ 
petition...!” 


SATURDAY JUNIOR 
A CUP 

First round (to be played on or before 
Saturday, September 9) 

All byes except:- 

AFC Hiltingbury v Sporting Wessex 
BTC Soton A v Redlynch & W Utd 

Second round (to be played on or be¬ 
fore Saturday, September 16) 

Athletico Romsey Res vLyndhurst Res 

Athletico Romsey A v AFC Hiltingbury/ 

Sporting Wessex 

BTC Soton Res v Capital 

BTC Soton A/Redlynch& W Utd v 

Whiteley Wanderers 

Hedge End Town Res v Forest Edge 

Rovers 

Park Phoenix v Hamble United 
Southbrook United v FC Independ¬ 
ence 

West End Rovers v Knightwood United 

SATURDAY JUNIOR 
B CUP 

First round (to be played on or before 
Saturday, September 16) 

AFC Station v Redlynch & W Res 
Botley Village v Hythe Aztecs Res 
Braishfield Res v Michelmersh & T A 
Compton Res v Bedford Rovers 
Cricketers Woolston v Durley Res 
Hamble Utd Res v FC New St George 
Hythe Aztecs v Bishops Waltham Dy¬ 
namo Res, Shield v Inmar 

VETERANS' CUP 

First round (to be played on or before 
Saturday, September 16) 

Byes - AFC Hiltingbury, Baddesley 
Park, Humble Plumb, Nursling, Sport¬ 
ing BTC 

BTC Soton C v BTC Soton A 
Fawley RBL v Hamble Club 
Follands v Bitterne RBL 
Hythe & Dibden v Gosport 
Langley Manor v Redbridge OB 
Michelmersh & T v Priory Rovers 
Redlynch & W B v Colden Common 
Romsey Town v Compton 
Royal Mail v Winchester OB 
Sporting BTC B v Redlynch & W Utd 
Tron OB v BTC Soton B 

New faces 
for Bashley 

BASHLEY fielded four new faces 
in the Dave Jose Memorial Cup 
match against Winchester City 
last weekend. 

The Sydenhams Premier 
Division outfit, now under the 
guidance of manager Paul Morris 
and head coach Leon Scott, have 
recruited goalkeeper Mike Edgar 
from Fawley AFC, Jack Hannam 
from Winchester City, Harry 
Cooper from Ringwood Town and 
forward Conor Whitely from 
Petersfield Town. 

Winchester - managed by 
ex-Bashley stalwart Craig Davis - 
withstood some early pressure at 
Bashley Road before coming 
away 2-0 winners of the annual 
pre-season cup game. 

Bashley kick off the league 
season away to Wessex Premier 
new boys Shaftesbury on Tuesday 
before hosting Fareham in the FA 
Cup extra preliminary round. 
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Wait goes 
on for boss 
Browne 


PORTLAND United’s Simon 
Browne was this week playing a 
waiting game over the personnel 
available to him this season. 

Browne, who succeeded Gary 
Bailey as boss of the Sydenhams 
Premier champions over the 
summer, saw his side fall to a 3-1 
midweek friendly defeat at home 
to Dorchester Town. 

Several of the Blues’ Wessex 
title-winning squad featured for 
the Magpies that night and, with 
an “informal link-up” now 
operating between the two clubs, 
Browne is waiting to hear which 
of those players will be part of 
Dorchester’s plans for the 
2017/18 Evo-Stik South Premier 
campaign. 

Portland are due to begin their 
defence of the Wessex crown at 
home to James Taylor’s Team 
Solent next Tuesday (August 1, 
7.45pm), so the sooner Browne 
finds out the better. 

“It’s well documented that we 
have this link-up with Dorchester,” 
he said. 

“I’m still waiting for a few of the 
guys up at Dorchester to be told 
one way or the other whether they 
are going to be involved or not. 

“They had a big squad there on 



Simon Browne 


Tuesday with seven or eight 
changes. They can’t do that when 
they start the season. 

“They have got to say ‘right, it’s 
going to be X,Y and Z playing.’ 
That would then, I’d imagine, give 
some of the guys a decision to 
make as to whether they are 
going to stick with Dorchester 
and be a squad player or come 
back to Portland. 

“I think the likes of Jamie 
Beasley and Chris Clarke, they 
are not looking to be squad 
players. They are at an age where 
they want to be playing first-team 
football. 

“They have gone up to 
Dorchester to give it a go. 

“If they are not regulars in the 
squad or in the side from the 
start, I would think they’d want to 
come back to Portland.” 

As part of the link-up, young 
Dorchester striker Sol Ayunga 
turned out for the Blues in 
midweek. 

Browne said: “I need to speak 
to Dorchester’s Trevor (Senior) 
and Stuart (Heath) about what to 
do with Sol. He needs to play 
men’s football. 

“There’s bags of potential, but 
he’s got to get used to being 
bashed around by big, ugly, 
centre-halves.” 


Eastleigh slash costs for Orient away trip 



A FLEET of five Eastleigh coach¬ 
es will be setting their sat navs 
for Brisbane Road on Saturday, 
August 26. 

The away game at newly rel¬ 
egated Leyton Orient (3pm) has 
been selected as the Spitfires’ 
first ‘Big Away Day’ of the 2017/18 
Vanarama National League sea¬ 
son. 

With the recent announcement 
that the Spitfires’ fixture at Wrex¬ 
ham on October 7 (5.30pm) is to be 
televised, the club have decided 
to use the unexpected TV money 
to reduce fans’ travel costs to east 


London. 

Supporters can book seats to 
Leyton Orient for the knockdown 
price of just £2 per person. 

Eastleigh are urging support¬ 
ers to be quick in booking seats to 
save any disappointment. 

Coaches will leave the Silver- 
lake Stadium at 10.15am and pick 
up from Station Hill at 10.30am. 

Any large groups wishing to 
travel on the same coach are ad¬ 
vised to book at the same time. 

For any further information 
please call the club on 023 8061 
3361. 


Games chosen for live coverage 
on BT Sport are - Sutton Utd v Ley- 
ton Orient (August 5, 12.30pm), 
Maidenhead Utd v Hartlepool 
Utd (August 12,12.30pm), FC Hali¬ 
fax Town v Guiseley (August 26, 
12.30pm), AFC Fylde v Barrow 
(August 28, 7.45pm), Tranmere 
Rovers v Doncaster Rovers (Sep¬ 
tember 2, 5.30pm), Leyton Ori¬ 
ent v Hartlepool (September 16, 
12.30pm), Tranmere Rovers v Ley- 
ton Orient (October 4, 7.45pm), 
Wrexham v Eastleigh (October 7, 
5.30pm). 


Purples set to dazzle 
fans in big friendly 



Eastleigh MP Mims Davies. 
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AFC STONEHAM fans can pre¬ 
pare to be dazzled this Tuesday 
(August 1). 

Not only are the Sydenhams 
Wessex One club ready to unveil 
their brand new £40,000 flood¬ 
lights, but they will be welcoming 
some top-notch guests along for 
the big occasion. 

Mims Davies, MP for Eastleigh, 
will officially switch on the lights 
at the newly-named HP Arena at 
around 8.30pm. 

That illuminating moment 
will come at half-time of an ea¬ 
gerly awaited pre-season friendly 
against National League neigh¬ 
bours Eastleigh (7.45pm). 

AFC Stoneham chairman Mark 
Stupple said: “We are extremely 
grateful to both Richard Hill and 
Ray Murphy at Eastleigh for ar¬ 
ranging the game which will un¬ 
doubtedly be a great experience 
for our players. 

“In addition to the main game 
we will be holding a demonstra¬ 
tion at 6.15pm of our youngest 
teams, ranging from age 6-9, for 
local supporters to view, hopeful¬ 
ly, our stars of the future. 

“Next season AFC Stoneham 
will field 30 teams in our colours 
as we continue to grow and devel¬ 
op our club further.” 

The floodlight project was made 
possible by a £28,323 grant from 
the Premier League, delivered by 
the Football Stadia Improvement 
Fund (FSIF). 

The new lights will help the club 
meet the FA National Ground 
Grading Criteria required for 
their current Step 6 position in 
the National League System. 

Stupple explained: “The fund¬ 


ing and support from the FSIF 
was vital in being able to install 
brand new lights costing £40,000. 

“This will enable the club to 
grow further and we are hoping 
to take the new lights to our new 
facility in three years. 

“We thank Mims Davies for 
joining us on the night and agree¬ 
ing to officially switch the new 


lights on.” 

AFC Stoneham have been in 
talks with both the Football As¬ 
sociation and Eastleigh Borough 
Council with regards to a new 
ground. 

The Purples have to vacate their 
current home within three years 
due to the North Stoneham hous¬ 
ing development. 


PRE SEASON FRIFNMV 



AFC Stoneham's poster for next 
Tuesday's game. 


Stressing the need for a new 
place to call their own, Stupple 
said: “As a community club with 
over 500 members, mainly local 
children, it is imperative that we 
maintain our identity and auton¬ 
omy to allow us to grow the club 
to its maximum potential and 
meet our ambitious plans. 

“This would benefit the whole 
community of Eastleigh, includ¬ 
ing the 3,000-plus residents of the 
new housing development. 

“We will continue to try and 
work closely with all parties to 
achieve our clear aims and ob¬ 
jectives for the club moving for¬ 
ward.” 

In the meantime The Purples 
have attracted 14 new sponsors 
over the summer, the icing on the 
cake being HP Contracts of Chan¬ 
dler’s Ford - hence the HP Arena. 

Anyone interested in sponsor¬ 
ing AFC Stoneham can contact 
Stupple on 07764 882966. 

Entry to the Eastleigh game is 
£6 adults (including programme), 
£3 concessions, £2 under-16s and 
under-12s free with a fee-paying 
adult. 
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New Whites strike pair are off the mark 



Marvin Brooks 


NEW strike duo Marvin Brooks 
and Mark Francis are off the 
mark for Salisbury. 

The pair bagged a goal apiece in 
Tuesday’s 4-1 pre-season friendly 
win at Downton. 

Manager Steve Claridge took 
a stronger than expected side to 
Wick Lane as a result of last Sat¬ 
urday’s scheduled home game 
against Gosport Borough be¬ 
ing cancelled due a waterlogged 
pitch. 

Former Poole Town man Brooks 
got the scoring under way to give 
the Whites a 1-0 half-time lead. 


Francis, an ex-Swindon young¬ 
ster recruited from Wantage 
Town, doubled that advantage 
before Tom Aldridge pulled one 
back for the Sydenhams Division 
One hosts. 

Cushion 

Teenage trialist Kailan Gould 
restored Salisbury’s two-goal 
cushion, leaving Eddie Perrett to 
set the seal on victory for Clar- 
idge’s Evo-Stik South West pro¬ 
motion hopefuls. 

Salisbury return to pre-season 


action at home to National League 
South outfit Weston-super-Mare 
this afternoon (July 29, 3pm). 

Weston know all about trialist 
Gould. The diminutive striker 
made history for the Seagulls 
as their youngster ever first- 
team players - aged 16 years and 
177 days - when appearing in a 
friendly against Bristol City. 

Last season, his red-hot scor¬ 
ing form for Paulton Rovers sent 
scouts scurrying to Winterfield 
Road and he ended the campaign 
at Nuneaton Town of the Nation¬ 
al League North. 


Millers put faith in 
new boss Keating 


Millers' 

charity 

booster 


TOTTON & Eling’s annual 
sponsored fun run and junior 
football tournament raised well in 
excess of £2,000. 

Half of that went to the football 
club and the other half to this 
year’s chosen charity Autism 
Hampshire. 

Event organiser Ian Clark 
explained: “Totton & Eling FC and 
Autism Hampshire were the two 
reasons behind this fundraiser. 

“We cater for a broad spectrum 
of age-groups - from the Mini 
Tigers boys and girls, aged from 
four years, to the senior men (in 
Sydenhams Wessex One). 

“The club relies solely on 
sponsorship and fundraising 
events like these to support all 
our age-groups and maintain our 
wonderful facility at Millers Park.” 

The Millers are also keen to do 
their bit for charity and, for Clark, 
Autism Hampshire is a 
particularly relevant cause. 

“I have a five-year-old son who 
is autistic, so obviously it’s a 
charity that’s very close to my 
heart,” he said. 

All told, the event raised £2,400. 
There was also a £100 cheque 
from local company Trant which 
went solely to Autism Hampshire. 



Jay Keating 


Jay to give 
youth a go 

Wendy 
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TOTTON & Eling will head into 
the 2017/18 Sydenhams Wessex 
One season with a keen new man¬ 
ager on board. 

The Millers have put their faith 
in Jay Keating as the man to take 
them forward. 

With T&E intent on developing 
young players, Keating should 
suit them down to the ground. 

A former Dorchester Town re¬ 
serves boss, he has spent the last 
couple of seasons in charge of 
Gosport Borough’s under-21 de¬ 
velopment squad. 

He is also well versed with the 
Wessex League scene, having pre¬ 
viously worked under Phil Sim- 
kin at Hamworthy United. 

Prior to joining Gosport, Keat¬ 
ing had a brief spell at the Fol- 
land Sports helm during the sum¬ 
mer of 2015. 

But, having appointed him on 
the basis that he would bring 
through teenage talent, the 
Planemakers did a U-turn three 
months later and decided a young 
team wasn’t right for them. 

Keating, who replaces James 
Phillips at the Millers Park helm, 
is unlikely to encounter such 
problems at his new club. 

T&E secretary Rob Lomax 


comes from a strong youth back¬ 
ground and, with the club lacking 
the budget to bring in experienced 
players, they decided last summer 
that developing youngsters held 
the key to their long-term well¬ 
being. 


Keating has brought coach Ste¬ 
ven Hook onto the management 
team with him and the pair will 
work in tandem with established 
T&E duo Rich Hayter and ex- 
Saint Jo Tessem. 

Lomax said: “Two or three peo¬ 


ple applied for the job and Jay 
seemed to be the right fit for what 
we were looking for. 

“We’re trying to make it a 
younger club and we’re hoping he 
has good contacts among young 
players. 

“Rich and Jo will still be in¬ 
volved and will have a big say. It’s 
not a case of them moving aside. 

“It will take a bit of time to get 
everything working naturally, but 
we think we’ve got a nice blend 
and we’ll go from there.” 

Part of that “blend” is newly- 
appointed reserve team boss 
Mathew Payne who has managed 
Braishfield for the last few years 
in the Southampton Saturday 
Premier Division. 

“Mat sounds like a really top 
bloke as well,” said Lomax. “If 
he’d had a bit more experience, I 
think he would have had a good 
chance of the first-team job, but 
we offered him the reserves job 
and he jumped at it.” 

Welcoming the two new faces on 
board, a T&E statement said: “Jay 
has expressed his excitement 
about this opportunity. He is look¬ 
ing forward to working with the 
players at the club and the vision 
of the committee on moving the 
club forward to the next level. 

“Mat has managed Braishfield 
FC for the past few years in South¬ 
ampton Prem and is looking for¬ 
ward to his new role and the 
challenges ahead continuing the 
development of young players.” 

Totton & Eling kick off the new 
season at Fawley AFC on Tuesday 
(August 1) and then hit the road to 
Weymouth Reserves next Satur¬ 
day (August 5). 



Got a story for us? email echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 



Totton & Eling's Ian Clark 
(centre) hands over a cheque 
to Autism Hampshire's Sam 
Perry with joint fundraiser 
Caroline Keats (right). 

Theo set for 
loan move 


PORTSMOUTH first-year pro 
Theo Widdrington is primed to 
join Havant & Waterlooville on a 
season-long loan. 

He and fellow Pompey 
youngster Jez Bedford turned out 
for the injury-hit Hawks in their 
5-2 friendly defeat against Sutton 
United last weekend. 

Widdrington - 18-year-old son of 
ex-Saints midfielder and 
Salisbury City boss Tommy 
Widdrington - returned to the 
Havant camp on Tuesday, making 
one goal and scoring another in a 
4-3 win over Horndean at Five 
Heads Park. 

Pompey boss Kenny Jackett 
believes it makes sense for the 
central midfielder to gather 
experience with the Hawks in the 
Vanarama National League South, 
saying: “It will be a good move for 
Theo because there isn’t a 
development squad at our club.” 

Bedford may also end up at 
Westleigh Park, although Poole 
Town are understood to be keen 
on the attacking midfielder. 
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Cook role in 
new arrival 

CLUB physio Andy Cook 
played a part in getting 
young defender Harvey 
Read to Eastleigh. 

Read, fresh out of Stoke 
City’s under-18 set-up, was 
receiving treatment from 
Cook having moved back 
south after three years in 
the Potteries. 

And when the chance of 
a game arose in pre-season, 
the young centre-back who 
spent his formative years 
with Saints, grasped the 
opportunity with both 
hands. 

Spitfires boss Richard 
Hill explained: “He had a 
couple of injuries and was 
working with Cooky. 

“We then had one or two 
problems with injuries in 
pre-season and Cooky said 
he would bring him in to 
play a game. 

“Harvey’s been with us 
for a few weeks and I like 
the look of what I see. He’s 


Balmer rewarded with first Poole contract 



OllieBalmer 


RISING Poole Town star 
Ollie Balmer has been re¬ 
warded with his first con¬ 
tract. 

The 18-year-old strik¬ 
er has penned an ini¬ 
tial 12-month deal with 
the Vanarama National 
League South outfit. 

Balmer has progressed 
through the Tatnam ranks 
and was a key figure in the 
Dolphins’ run to the FA 
Youth Cup second round 
last season. 

He netted the opening 


goal in Poole’s pre-season 
friendly against Ports¬ 
mouth earlier this month, 
and was on target again in 
a 2-0 win over a strong Ex¬ 
eter City side on Tuesday. 

Dolphins chairman 
Chris Reeves said: “We are 
absolutely chuffed to bits 
Ollie has signed his first 
contract with the club. 

“He has been a prolific 
goalscorer through the 
age-groups and is a player 
we have high hopes for.” 


• YOUNG AFC Bourne¬ 
mouth full-back Jordan 
Lee will be starting the 
new season in the Vanara¬ 
ma National League. 

The 20-year-old has 
joined Eastleigh’s divi¬ 
sional rivals Torquay Unit¬ 
ed on loan until January. 

Lee had a temporary 
spell with the Gulls last 
season, making nine ap¬ 
pearances and scoring 
once. 

He has featured twice in 
Cherries’ first-team. 


Stags boss Langdown: 
We could have had 15! 


Wendy 
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Craig Feeney (yellow) keeps Bemerton at arm's length, (photo: Keith Fuller, AFC Totton). 


Harvey Read 

a good player, a nice lad 
and he’s local, which you 
also take into account. 

“I’m delighted to sign 
someone of his talent, 
especially with a number 
of League clubs looking to 
acquire his services. 

“He’s a good signing 
based on his age and what 
he could be. Hopefully 
we can mould him into 
the player we’d like him 
to become. He could be 
anything.” 

Read, who hails from 
Lyndhurst, joined Stoke’s 
scholarship programme 
as an under-16 having 
previously spent time with 
Saints. He progressed to 
the Potters’ under-18 and 
under-23 sides and helped 
Stoke to the semi-finals of 
the last season’s FA Youth 
Cup. 

Described in the Stoke 
media as a “no-nonsense 
centre-back who enjoys a 
good contest,” he has been 
handed the Spitfires’ No23 
shirt ahead of the new 
National League campaign. 


LOUIS Langdown’s only regret 
about Tuesday’s 4-0 friendly win 
at Bemerton Heath Harlequins 
was that his side didn’t score 
more. 

After Nathaniel Sherborne, 
twice, and Sam Roberts had put 
the Stags in the clear, Totton pol¬ 
ished off a decent night’s work 
with a slick team goal. 

A tidy build-up culminated 
with former AFC Bournemouth 
youngster Curtis Young deliver¬ 
ing a right-wing cross into the 
path of Craig Feeney, who slid in 
to slot the ball through the ’keep¬ 
er’s legs. 

Afterwards Stags boss Lang¬ 
down said: “In all honesty, it could 
have been 15! 

“We played some lovely stuff 
going forward. We asked the play¬ 
ers to keep the ball and we asked 
them to create chances. 

“Feeney’s goal was perfect for 
us, it was a great goal from the 
team.” 

Sherborne had opened the scor¬ 
ing on 31 minutes, smashing the 
ball into the roof of the net after 
Toby Adekunle’s attempted cross 
had deflected loose. 

Roberts made it 2-0 following a 
short corner before Sherborne 
struck again early in the second 
half, latching onto a Pip Nolan 
pass and deftly lifting the ball 
over the ’keeper. 

As cool as that finish was, Lang¬ 
down would like to have seen even 
more of a killer instinct from the 
long-serving Stags striker. 

“Sherbs has scored a great first 
goal and he has got a second goal, 


but he should be looking at six or 
seven from eight or nine yards,” 
said the boss. “It’s great that he is 
always there in those positions, 
but we really need to convert 
these chances.” 

A 4-0 scoreline is not to be 
sniffed at, however, and Lang¬ 
down conceded: “We have created 
chances all pre-season and it’s 


great that we got a big win. 

“We took Charlie Gunson off at 
half-time as a precaution, but eve¬ 
rybody has come through injury- 
free. 

“To be honest, I can’t fault them. 
It was an excellent performance 
with some good goals - and it 
could have been a lot more.” 

Totton continue their build-up 


to the new Evo-Stik South West 
season with a home friendly 
against Miles Rutherford’s Chich¬ 
ester City this afternoon (3pm). 

Supporters who have purchased 
2017/18 season tickets will be able 
to collect them at the ground to¬ 
day Gates will be open from ap¬ 
proximately 1pm. 


GOT A SPORTS STORY? EMAIL ECHOSPORT@DAILYECHO.CO.UK 













SPORTS PINK 


Saturday, July 29, 2017 17 


NON LEAGUE 



Clarke hailed as of the best Gas bosses ever 



Darrell Clarke 


Bristol Rovers legend Peter Aitken has hailed 
current Rovers boss Darrell Clarke as one of 
the greatest managers in the club’s history. 

The former Salisbury boss has led the Gas to 
successive promotions followed by an 
impressive 10th place finish last season, and 
his stock has continued to rise among football 
fans across the country. 

Having been installed during Rovers’ torrid 
2013/14 season, Clarke was unable to stop the 
club suffering the embarrassment of being 
relegated to the non-league. 

But he quickly turned the tide to lead the 
club back into the Football League at the first 
attempt. 

“I’d say without a doubt he is [one of the 


club’s best managers in history],” said Aitken, 
who played almost 250 games for Rovers in 
eight years at the club. 

“The world is his oyster. He’s a young man 
who’s had success and wants to be successful, 
but it hasn’t gone to his head. 

Downside 

“But it’s one step at a time and I’m sure he 
knows that. It’s always up and down as a 
manager and Darrell hasn’t really had a down 
yet - let’s hope he never does.” 

While Aitken is in no doubt Rovers are in safe 
hands with Clarke leading the club, he 
foresees one inevitable downside to the club’s 


success. 

“The problem for Rovers now will be keeping 
hold of him, I know some club’s have already 
taken an interest but given the atmosphere at 
the club at the moment things look good.” 

Aitken played almost 250 times for Rovers 
during an eight year stay with the club. 

Clarke first joined Salisbury in 2007 as a 
player, and was made player-manager at the 
start of the 2010/11 campaign following 
Tommy Widdrington’s decision to quit as boss 
to join ex-Saint Paul Sturrock at Southend. 

He promptly guided Salisbury to promotion 
in his first two seasons in charge - from the 
Southern League Premier Division and the 
Conference South, both via the play-offs. 


Davis praises City 
character in draw 
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PLAYER-BOSS Craig Davis saw 
signs of character from his Win¬ 
chester City side in Tuesday’s 
1-1 friendly draw at Blackfield & 
Langley 

The Citizens suffered a set¬ 
back at Gang Warily when one 
of their former players, nippy 
striker Rudy Plummer, pounced 
on some sloppy defending to fire 
the Sydenhams Premier Division 
hosts in front. 

But City roused themselves 
to hit back through Rob Carr to 
leave honours even. 

“In pre-season you want little 
tests like this to see if heads drop 
when you go behind undeservedly 
and things like that,” said Davis. 

“We battled back and scored a 
great equaliser with Chalky (Ben 
White) playing in Simba (Mlam- 
bo) to cut it back for Rob Carr, 
who was outstanding. 

“There were plenty of positives 
and a few negatives but, all in all, 
a pleasing night’s work.” 

The Blackfield trip came hot on 
the heels of a 2-0 win at Davis’s 
old club Bashley in the Dave Jose 
Memorial Cup. 

Adam Tomasso fired City ahead 
from the penalty spot against the 
run of play after Carr had been 
upended. 

Davis was less than impressed 
with what he branded a “distinct¬ 
ly average” first-half display, but 
felt a little happier with the sec¬ 
ond 45 minutes. 

After the visitors had spurned 
some gilt-edged chances, Brett 
Stanley slotted home the second, 
capitalising on good work from 
Matt Benham down the left. 

Bash were awarded a penalty 
for what looked a good tackle by 


Adam Tomasso (red and black). 

Adam Tomasso, but the Foresters 
blazed it over. 

Praising his old club, Davis said: 
“Big thanks to Bashley for the 
game. It’s good to see them start¬ 
ing to turn things around there 
after a few tough years for them. 
They have a few very impressive 
players for that level. All the best 
to them for the season.” 


From a City perspective, he add¬ 
ed: “The lads know they have to 
produce the goods week in, week 
out, and today we dropped that 
level a bit in the staff’s eyes. 

“Having said that, we got a 
clean sheet, two goals and more 
minutes for players, so it was still 
a very positive day for us.” 

Winchester are due to kick off 


the new Evo-Stik South West cam¬ 
paign at Shortwood on the second 
Saturday of August - and it can’t 
come soon enough. 

“We are all waiting for the big 
one on the 12th now,” said Davis. 
“But there are still a couple of 
weeks of hard work to come - 
starting at home to Alresford (to¬ 
day, Saturday).” 



New board 
at Gosport 

lain Sellstrom is the new club 
chairman of Gosport Borough FC. 

He replaces Tony Stares, who 
will step down from his ‘acting’ 
role as chairman and will be 
appointed as vice-chairman with a 
particular focus on the footballing 
side of the club. 

Sellstrom is chairman of HE 
Electrical, a mechanical and 
electrical building services firm. 
Although a Scot by birth, he has 
lived in Gosport for 30 years and 
followed the Boro for many years. 

Mark Adams OBE is Borough’s 
new Executive Officer and will 
take his place on a new board 
which Sellstrom will head. 

Adams grew up in Locks Heath 
but moved to London in the 1980s 
to pursue a successful career as 
a senior civil servant, serving in 
Downing Street under two Prime 
Ministers, and as a businessman. 
He is the Immediate Past 
President of the London Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry. 

A club statement said: “Mark 
brings a breadth of experience in 
business and sport and will be 
pivotal in the developments. He 
will work closely with Jane Pike in 



Alex Pike 


her capacity as Finance Director 
to ensure that the current 
financial difficulties are 
addressed and that the future 
plans of the club are based on 
solid financial sense. 

“Former chairman Mark Hook 
has stepped down from the board 
but has kindly offered his support 
as we move to the future. Our 
thanks go to Mark for his efforts 
during his time as chairman aand 
for his offer of support as we 
restructure the club. 

“Club manager Alex Pike has 
also stepped down from his role 
as a board director, so he can 
concentrate on improving the 
fortunes of our respective teams. 
Our coaching staff will all be 
retained in their current roles. 

“A new Bar Manager and 
Catering Manager will be 
appointed before August 12. We 
hope that that refreshing of these 
services and facilities will 
encourage our fans back to the 
Inn Off The Post. 

“The chairman will shortly 
announce a fans’ forum, so that 
supporters can hear the plans 
and, of course, raise any issues 
and concerns. 

“It is the chairman’s highest 
priority to get the community and 
the fans back and help us get the 
club back to its former glories.” 
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Book review 


The Tour de France 2017 in numbers... 


The Fall of the House of 
FIFA 

By David Conn 
Sportsbookofthemonth. 
com price: £13.99, saving 
£3.00 on rrp 


David Conn’s long list of literary 
successes are legion, but 
following publication of his latest 
book, The Fall of the House of 
FIFA, it’s arguable that he may 
have surpassed everything that 
has gone before, even his highly 
acclaimed work, The Beautiful 
Game? 

Like The Beautiful Game?, 
which shone a bright spotlight on 
domestic football’s darkest 
corners, revealing a distasteful 
capacity to attract kleptomaniacal 
club chairmen and administrators 
for whom greed and 
incompetence were a way of life, 
The Fall of the House of FIFA 
does an equally impressive job on 
a global level. 

Significantly, perhaps, both 
books trace football’s fall from 
grace back to the 1970s, a 
decade during which those 
running the game began ignoring 
its traditional roots and started 
taking much greater notice of its 
ability to make serious money. 

Conn believes FIFA’s fall can be 
traced back to 1974 when Joao 


THE - 



OF 


I FA 


DAVID CONN 


Havelange was elected to the 
post of president, an early sign of 
rampant anti-British sentiment in 
the sporting sphere that would 
become increasingly prevalent 
over the subsequent four 
decades. 

Sir Stanley Rous, the man 
Havelange defeated, clearly 
realised the organisation had 
been overrun by a large cohort of 
corrupt, self-serving officials, 
many of whom had bribed their 
way to positions of influence, 
when he wrote, “There was in my 
defeat something symbolic of 
changing attitudes and 
standards.” This, sadly, was a 
statement of staggering 
prescience. 

FIFA’s excesses have been well 
documented over the last few 
years, but Conn’s investigative 
prowess details further examples 
of embezzlement and corruption 
on an industrial scale. 

Perhaps recognising that if they 
were to ever regain any influence 
on the world stage, in 2010, the 
FA decided to bid for the 2018 
World Cup and conform to FIFA’s 
new ways of doing things, an 
expensive and embarrassing 
mistake. The FA were way out of 
their league; they had been out of 
the game far too long and, like 
sharks at a poker table, the FIFA’s 
pack of moneyed mobsters took 
everything the FA could give them 
and laughed. Another victory for 
the kleptomaniacs. 

Tales of FIFA’s inherent 
corruption are nothing new, but 
given its definitive nature, David 
Conn’s account deserves the 
widest possible audience. Buy it. 



Chris Froome 


Chris Froome has wrapped up 
another Tour de France success. 
Here, the Sports Pink takes a 
look at the race in numbers. 

4 

Chris Froome has now won the 
Tour four times - it was his third 
successive yellow jersey, having 
also won in 2013. 

59 

Number of days Froome has 
worn the yellow jersey in the Tour 
during his career. He leads all 
active riders, and is fourth on the 
all-time list, just one day behind 


five-time Tour winner Miguel 
Indurain. 

54 seconds 

Froome’s winning margin in 
this year’s Tour. 

0 

stage wins for Froome this year 
- only the seventh man ever to 
win the Tour without winning a 
stage. 

15 

Froome finished 15 of the 21 
stages in yellow. 


3 

racers who wore the yellow 
jersey this year - Froome, Geraint 
Thomas and Fabio Aru. 

6 

the lowest position occupied by 
Froome in the general 
classification. He was never 
outside the top two from day 
three onwards. 

12 seconds 

his greatest deficit behind the 
yellow jersey, when team-mate 


Thomas led the race in the early 
stages. 

78 

of the last 125 stages, 78 have 
seen British riders finish in the 
yellow jersey. Italy is second with 
21. Prior to 2012, Britain had only 
had 11 stages in yellow all-time. 

5 

stages won by home racers, 
including two for Warren Barguil. 

14 

stage winners this year. 


Our Para Games stars 



Hannah Cockroft. 


Great Britain finished third in 
the medal table at the World Para 
Athletic Championships after 
claiming 18 gold medals, eight sil¬ 
ver and 13 bronze following Sun¬ 
day’s final day. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
some of the athletes who provid¬ 
ed the highlights at the London 
Stadium. 

Sophie Hahn 

Two gold medals and two world 
records represents a dominant 
and bar-setting championships 
for Hahn. The 20-year-old pow¬ 
ered to the T38 100 and 200 metres 
titles as she added to her T38100m 
Paralympic crown from Rio last 
year and promptly said she could 
run quicker. That will have been 
a warning to her rivals, including 
British team-mate Kadeena Cox, 
as Hahn looks to run below 12.30 
seconds. 

Hannah Cockroft 

The queen of the track did not 
disappoint the home crowd to 
claim three titles and take her tal¬ 
ly of world crowns up to 10. Vic¬ 
tories in the T34 100m, 400m and 
800m underlined the 24-year-old’s 
dominance and they added to her 
five Paralympic titles. Cockroft is 
one of this generation’s stars on 
the track in Para athletics, along 
with Jonnie Peacock and Hahn. 
The 24-year-old is unsure of her 
next step, with her races at next 
year’s European Championships 
in Berlin yet to be finalised and no 
race in the 2018 Commonwealth 
Games. 

Polly Maton 

Five years after being a 12-year- 
old spectator at the London 2012 
Paralympics, Maton snatched 
silver in the T47 long jump with 
her last leap on the final morn¬ 
ing. Paralympic head coach Paula 
Dunn listed her as one of her mo¬ 
ments of the championships giv¬ 
en she is still just 17 and needed 
to pull out a personal best jump 
with her final effort. Maton also 


lowered her season’s best three 
times to snatch a place on the po¬ 
dium and her first top-level inter¬ 
national medal. 

Sammi Kinghorn 

The 21-year-old has been one 
of the breakthrough stars of the 
World Championships after three 
medals - gold in the T53 100m and 
200m and bronze in the 400m. Her 
fifth in the 800m did not tarnish a 
fine championships. A three-time 


European champion from 2014, 
here she announced her arrival 
on the world stage and is set to be 
a real contender for the Paralym¬ 
pics in Tokyo in 2020. Kinghorn 
was paralysed from the waist 
down when she was 14 after be¬ 
ing hit by a forklift truck as her 
father cleared snow from the fam¬ 
ily farm and has said her achieve¬ 
ments ease her dad’s pain. 

lonnie Peacock 


At the scene of his London 2012 
breakthrough it would be harsh 
to ignore Peacock after his T44 
100m gold. The 24-year-old is one 
of the poster boys for Paralympic 
sport in Britain and finished in 
10.75 seconds for his second world 
title. Peacock overcame cramp in 
his hamstring to win - even with¬ 
out main rival Richard Browne - 
and he still has time on his side to 
claim more titles, with the Tokyo 
2020 Paralympics in his sights. 
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Double World champ Peaty in numbers... Dominant 

British aces 



Adam Peaty 


Adam Peaty this week added the 50 
metres breaststroke title to the 100m 
crown he won at the World 
Championships in Budapest. 

The 22-year-old clocked a world record 
over 50m in the heats and in the semi¬ 
finals on Tuesday before sealing gold in 
the final on Wednesday. 

Here, the Sports Pinklooks at some of 
Peaty’s numbers. 

22 

Peaty’s age. He was born on December 
28,1994. 

9 

years Peaty has worked with coach Mel 


Marshall, firstly at City of Derby and now 
at Loughborough. 

8.8.2016 

the date of Peaty’s Olympic gold medal, 
in the 100m breaststroke at the Rio 
Games. 

57.13 

seconds. Peaty’s winning time in Rio, a 
world record. 

1.56 

seconds. The margin of victory for 
Peaty in Rio over silver medallist and 
London 2012 champion Cameron van der 
Burgh of South Africa. 


1.91 

metres. Peaty’s height. 

86 

kilograms. Peaty’s weight. 

6,000 

calories. Peaty can eat upwards of 
6,000 calories a day when in heavy 
training. 

25.95 

seconds. Peaty’s world record swim in 
the 50m breaststroke in the semi-finals of 
the World Championships in Budapest. 


The 146th Open - 
a 'round' of facts 


The 146th Open Championship 
came to a close with American 
Jordan Spieth digging deep for 
his third major victory. 

Here, the Sports Pink reviews 
the tournament in a ‘round’ of 18 
statistics. 

1 Branden Grace now has the 
number one spot in the list of best 
major rounds after becoming the 
first player to card a 62 in one of 
golf’s showpiece events. 

2 - Spieth and Andy Sullivan 
both recorded two eagles during 
the week - more than any other 
player. 

3 - With aggregate crowds of 
235,000, this year’s attendance 
was the third best in Open history. 
Only St Andrews in 2000 and 2015 
beat it. 

4 - Rounds in the 60s by winner 
Spieth (65-65-69-65), the fifth time 
that feat has been achieved at the 
Open. 

5 - Adam Hadwin, Bill Haas and 
Stuart Manley tied for the longest 
bogey streak, all having runs of 
five bogeys in five holes. 

6 - The sixth hole proved the 
hardest of the week, the 499-yard 
par four being played in an aver¬ 
age of 4.427 strokes. It saw 195 bo¬ 
geys or worse. 

7 - Li Haotong’s seven-under- 
par 63 in the final round saw him 
shoot up the leaderboard to third 
place. 

8 - Former Open champion 
Mark O’Meara took eight on the 
first hole after getting the event 
under way at 6.35am on Thursday. 


He went on to shoot an 11-over-par 
81 . 


9 - Number of players under par 
in the championship when the cut 
was made after two rounds. 

10 - Phil Mickelson and Stewart 
Cink, both former Open champi¬ 
ons, were among a group of eight 
players to miss the cut on 10 over 
par. 

11 - Defending champion Hen¬ 
rik Stenson finished in a tie for 
11th after finishing three under 
par. 

12 - The worst rounds of the 
week were 12-over-par 82s by Had¬ 
win, of Canada, and Japan’s Yu- 
saku Miyazato in round two. 

13 - The 13th hole was the scene 
of remarkable drama on Sunday 
as Spieth, after a 20-minute delay, 
found himself playing from the 
practice grounds. 

14 - The 200-yard par-three 14th 
saw exactly 100 bogeys or worse 
during the week, 320 pars and 
only 46 birdies. 

15 - The 15th hole proved the 
easiest of the week, the 542-yard 
par five being played in an aver¬ 
age of 4.657 strokes and witness¬ 
ing 202 birdies or better. 

16 - Eagles recorded at the 17th - 
more than on any other hole. 

17 - Greens hit in regulation by 
Jason Dufner in round three, the 
best of the week. 

18 - 2004 champion Todd Ham¬ 
ilton finished last outright on 18 
over par after back-to-back 79s on 
Thursday and Friday. 



USA's Jordan Spieth celebrates after winning The Open Championship. 


Adam Peaty has dominated 
sprint breaststroke swimming 
since 2014, winning the Olympic, 
world, European and 
Commonwealth titles over 100 
metres. Here, the Sports Pink 
looks at some other Britons 
dominant in their chosen 
discipline. 

Chris Froome 

Froome last Sunday won the 
Tour de France for a fourth time in 
five years. Only four men with five 
victories have won cycling’s most 
prestigious event more often and 
the 32-year-old is targeting 
further yellow jersey success. 

Mo Farah 


Farah has won 5,000 metres and 
10,000m titles at the last two 
Olympics. He is seeking a fourth 
straight 5,000m and a third 
successive 10,000m gold at next 
month’s World Championships in 
London before ending his track 
career to focus on road running. 



Great Britain's Mo Farah 

Laura Kenny 

The track cyclist has won team 
pursuit and omnium gold medals 
at the last two Olympics. Kenny 
(nee Trott), who is expecting her 
first child with husband and six¬ 
time Olympic champion Jason 
Kenny, was a member of the 
British team pursuit squad which 
was unbeaten for four years. 

Hannah Cockroft 

The wheelchair racer has won 
10 world titles and five Paralympic 
gold medals, across 100m, 200m, 
400m and 800m. She has never 
been beaten at a major 
championships. 

Nicola Adams 

The Leeds boxer has won world, 
European and Commonwealth 
titles. She was also the first 
female fighter to win successive 
Olympic gold medals and the first 
Briton in 92 years, having won at 
London 2012 and Rio 2016. She is 
now a professional. 

Alistair Brownlee 

Brownlee won triathlon titles at 
London 2012 and Rio 2016 and 
European and Commonwealth 
titles in between, as well as world 
series events. Only injury 
appeared to hold him back. 
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Jordan aims 
for exclusive 
Majors club 

Following his victory in the 146th 
Open Championship at Royal 
Birkdale, Jordan Spieth will bid to 
join an exclusive club of players who 
have claimed all four major titles by 
winning the US PGA Championship 
next month. 

Spieth turns 24 on July 27 and 
would be the youngest to achieve 
the feat if he can win at Quail Hollow. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at the 
five players who have won all four 
majors: 

JACK NICKLAUS 

Masters 6, US Open 4, Open 
3, PGA 5 - Total 18 

Nicklaus completed the first of 
three career grand slams at the age 
of 26 with victory in the Open at 
Muirfield. The American was also 
runner-up in a major 19 times and 
won his last title in the 1986 Masters 
at the age of 46. 

TIGER WOODS 

Masters 4, US Open 3, Open 
3, PGA 4 - Total 14 

Woods completed the first of two 
career grand slams aged 24 in the 
2000 Open at St Andrews on his way 
to achieving the ‘Tiger Slam’ of 2000 



Jack Nicklaus 


US Open, Open and US PGA and the 
2001 Masters. 

BEN HOGAN 

Masters 2, US Open 4, Open 
1, PGA 2 - Total 9 

Hogan was 40 when he completed 
his slam by winning the only Open 
he ever played, having already won 
the Masters and US Open. 

He could not play the US PGA that 
year due to a clash of dates with the 
Open. 

GARY PLAYER 

Masters 3, US Open 1, Open 
3, PGA 2 - Total 9 

The only non-American on the list, 
Player completed the slam aged 29 
in the 1965 US Open, the only time 
the South African won the event. 

GENE SARAZEN 

Masters 1, US Open 2, Open 
1, PGA 3 - Total 7 

Sarazen completed the slam aged 
33 by winning the Masters in 1935, 
having missed the inaugural 
tournament the year before due to a 
‘’prior commitment” to play an 
exhibition match in South America. 



A week in the life 


Andrew 

Griffin 


ME ON Valley golfer Harry Ellis 
made his Major debut at the 146th 
British Open Championship at 
Royal Birkdale. 

That was one of the 21-year- 
old’s ‘prizes’ for winning the Brit¬ 
ish Amateur Championship title 
the previous month. 

Here, the Sports Pink brings 
you Harry’s Open diary 

Sunday, July 16 

2pm - Arrives in Manchester on 
a flight from Austria after helping 
England secure the silver medal 
at the European Amateur Team 
Championship 24 hours earlier. 
The R&A sends an official cour¬ 
tesy car to transport the Amateur 
Champion to Royal Birkdale some 
44 miles away 

4pm - Heads to the official reg¬ 
istration desk inside the famous 
white Art Deco clubhouse - he is 
filmed by Sky Sports for a feature 
on the 21-year-old to be broadcast 
later in the week. 

6pm - Arrives at the house just 
a couple of minutes’ drive from 
the course where Team Ellis will 
stay for the week - Wentworth- 
based coach Kristian Baker and 
performance analyst Chris Sells, 
of Strokeaverage.com, arrive ear¬ 
ly evening and enjoy a relaxing 
meal in Southport town centre. 
Caddy Micky Doran, who is nor¬ 
mally on Luke Donald’s bag, trav¬ 
els down from the Scottish Open 
at Ayrshire’s Dundonald Links 
and is the last to arrive. 

Monday, July 17 

9am - After breakfast in the 
players’ lounge, spends an hour 
on the range hitting balls and 
practising his short game before 
heading to the putting green next 
to the clubhouse. 

1.30pm - After lunch it is time 
for the first practice round. Har¬ 
ry is joined by US Open winner 
Brooks Koepka, who is a former 
Florida State University student, 
the same American college as El¬ 
lis attends. 

They are joined on the front 
nine by two-time PGA Tour win¬ 
ner Brendan Steele as the tem¬ 
peratures creep into the 80s and 
barely a breath of wind can be felt 
around the Merseyside links. 

Ellis’ coach and “stats man” are 
joined by respected sports psy¬ 
chologist Karl Morris and Koep- 
ka’s manager Blake Smith inside 
the ropes, who walk the course 
with Ellis’s dad, Murray. 

3.45pm - Ellis walks in after nine 
holes in a bid to save energy for 
a long, tiring week. After a short 



spell on the range, he heads back 
to the house for some rest before 
the team head out for an evening 
meal. 

Tuesday, July 18 

5.45am - After a quick breakfast 
spends 45 minutes warming up on 
the range before heading out from 
the first as the first player out. A 




Harry Ellis 
(main pic) at 
Birkdale last 
week. Right 
- Ellis with 
the British 
Amateur 
Championship 
silverware 
he won last 
month. 


brisk nine holes solo is followed 
by a delay while the marshals 
move into position for Ellis’s first 
look at the back nine. 

At 9am, he is joined by 2009 
Open champion Stewart Cink, 
Scotland’s Martin Laird and Aus¬ 
sie Aaron Baddeley, who have 
13 PGA Tour victories between 
them. 

As in yesterday’s practice 
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So, who is 
Jordan Spieth? 


of an Open golfer 
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round, bag man Doran works out 
some key pin positions on the 
greens as Ellis practices putting 
and getting up-and-down from 
some of the greenside bunkers 
and run-off areas. 

1.30pm - After some lunch, El¬ 
lis speaks to Hampshire Golf’s 
media man Andrew Griffin about 
his thoughts and prospects for the 
week before doing a couple of ra¬ 


dio interviews. 

After a quick trip back to the 
range, and an interview with 
Sky’s James Haddock, dad and 
the player head back to the house. 

Ellis’ Swiss girlfriend Morgane 
Metraux, a fellow FSU player, who 
has just played in the US Women’s 
Open at New Jersey’s Trump Na¬ 
tional, has been delayed on her 
flight to the UK and will not ar¬ 


rive until the following morning. 

8pm - The now customary meal 
with Team Ellis sees the conver¬ 
sation occasionally stray to the 
day’s events but is mostly light¬ 
hearted - with some tales of the 
legendary caddies on tour bring¬ 
ing a few roars of laughter. 

Wednesday, July 19 

8am - After a warm-up on the 
range it is Team Hampshire on 
the first tee at 9.23am as Ellis is 
joined by 2013 US Open Justin 
Rose and Southampton’s Richard 
Bland. 

After sparse crowds for the first 
two days, there is a long line of 
spectators on nearly every hole - 
the biggest crowd Ellis has played 
in front of so far in his short ca¬ 
reer. 

At the third hole, the trio stop to 
speak to Haddock for a piece that 
will go out during Sky’s Live at 
the Open that afternoon. 

The bright sunshine of the first 
two days has been replaced by 
grey skies and a stiffening wind. 
They call it a day after nine - a 
quick interview for BBC South 
Today by the green and then 
lunch. 

8pm - After a meal at Prezzo’s 
for a second night running, it’s an 
early night ahead of his Open de¬ 
but in the morning. 

Thursday July 20 

7am - Off to the course for the 
warm-up - some words of advice 
from coach Baker by the putting 
green and then it is the walk over 
the gantry to the first tee where 
2011 Open champion Darren 
Clarke is joined by two-time PGA 
Champion Gary Woodland, who 
lost the 2015 World Matchplay Fi¬ 
nal to Rory Mcllroy in San Fran¬ 
cisco. 

Just after 9.25am Ellis splits 
the fairway with this opening 
drive. But five shots go in the first 
11 holes as the colder weather 
continues and the wind is even 
stronger than on the previous day, 
making the course play longer. 

You sense just a birdie will ig¬ 
nite Ellis and his 30-strong fans 
from Meon Valley, but his ball- 
striking is not up to the heights 
he hit at Royal St George’s in the 
Amateur Championship three 
weeks earlier. 

With no real destructive shots, a 
few loose irons cost him shots he 
cannot afford to drop - especially 
when some key putts fail to drop. 

He signs for a a seven-over par 
77 but Darren Clarke is still im¬ 
pressed by what he saw and offers 
some reassuring advice. 

A quick post-round interview 
with the assembled press and 
some lunch is followed by a quick 
30-minute spell on the range with 
Baker to work on a few technical 
things. 


The mood at dinner is still buoy¬ 
ant - with agreement a 68 will be 
needed to definitely make the cut 
and be in for the weekend. 

Some anxious glances at Fri¬ 
day’s weather forecast on the 
team’s phones suggest anything 
under par is going to be a tall or¬ 
der. 

Friday July 21 

After an early lunch, a trip to 
the range and putting green be¬ 
fore Ellis makes his way to the 
first for 2.26pm. 

A good start is clearly in order 
but with a very strong wind now 
whipping the course, the harder 
front nine bears its teeth. Four 
shots go in the first seven. A bird¬ 
ie three at the eighth is given back 
at the ninth leaving a miracle of 
Spieth proportions on the back 
nine required. 

While only a few brief spots of 
rain had materialised on the front 
nine, a squall moves in around the 
turn and at the 12th the heavens 
open forcing play to be suspended 
for 15 minutes so greenskeepers 
can squeegee the flooded green. 
Any time to regather thoughts for 
the final six holes fails to bring a 
change in fortunes. 

The 15th and 16th are down 
wind but his approach from a 
poor lie on the 15th almost yields 
an eagle chance only for the ball to 
kick left into the sand, and yields 
just a par. Woodland walks up to 
Ellis’ ball on the 16th thinking he 
has hit the longest drive, offering 
some light relief amid the gloom 
as the rain returns. 

The final par five fails to yield 
a birdie four despite a good drive 
into the wind. 

The walk up 18 is always magi¬ 
cal at your first Open but the 
stand is populated by Plant fans 
who have just cheered their boy 
over the line as the only amateur 
to make the cut and therefore win 
the Silver Medal. 

Ellis wanted to join the likes 
of Tiger Woods, Justin Rose 
and Rory Mcllroy who have all 
claimed the amateur prize - but 
that dream has to be put on hold, 
for another 12 months at least. 

Saturday, July 22 

Time for a quick debrief for 
Team Ellis after a trip to the 
driving range where Ellis works 
with Baker on some of the things 
that were not so well-executed in 
rounds one and two. 

He has lunch with the family 
members who travelled up to sup¬ 
port him in the Links Pavilion 
before one last meal out with the 
support team. 

Sunday, July 23 

Father and son pack up the car 
and head for the M6 and the 250- 
mile drive home to Botley. 


Jordan Spieth claimed his third 
major title with a stunning Open 
Championship victory at Royal 
Birkdale. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
some things you may not have 
known about the 23-year-old Texan. 

What’s in a name? 

Depending on which part of the 
internet you believe, the name 
Spieth comes from Middle High 
German and means either 
“’successful” and “’speedy” or 
“’late”. 

Charitable Trust inspired by sister 

In 2015 Spieth established the 
Jordan Spieth Charitable Trust, 
which focuses on special needs 
youth, military families and junior 
golf. It is inspired by his younger 
sister Ellie, who was born with a 
genetic disorder. 

Money man 

Spieth is an occasional member of 
the “’money games” organised by 
Phil Mickelson in practice rounds 
before tournaments. 

Home sweet home 

He rented two houses at the 2015 
Masters, one to sleep in and the 
other to hang out with friends and 
family. 


Basketballing brother 

His brother Steven was recently 



Jordan Spieth 

selected to play for the Dallas 
Mavericks in the NBA Summer 
League in Las Vegas. 

Toothless wonder 
As a four-year-old Texas Rangers 
fan, Spieth attempted to catch a 
stray ball at a game, lost it in the 
lights and had his two front teeth 
knocked out. 

From pitcher to putter 
Baseball was Spieth’s first love. A 
left-handed pitcher, he gave the 
game up at the age of 12 to focus on 
golf, which he plays right-handed. 

Junior runner-up at Birkdale 
While the 2008 Open was being 
played at Royal Birkdale, the 
14-year-old Spieth was finishing 
runner-up in the Junior Open at 
nearby Hesketh. Thailand’s Moriya 
Jutanugarn made history as the first 
girl to win the event. 

Golf over graduation 
He missed his high-school 
graduation in 2011 because he was 
playing in the Byron Nelson 
Championship on the PGA Tour. He 
finished in a tie for 32nd. 

Holidays with golf pals 
His spring-break holidays with 
Rickie Fowler, Justin Thomas and 
Smylie Kaufman have become major 
hits on social media. 
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Novak takes 
time out 

Novak Djokovic will hope his 
decision to take the rest of 2017 off 
can help him rediscover fitness and 
form for next year. 

Djokovic is trying to recover from 
an elbow injury and re-establish 
himself at the front of the game’s 
‘big four’. 

Here, the Sports Pink takes a look 
at how Roger Federer, Rafael Nadal, 
Andy Murray and Djokovic have been 
affected by absences in their career. 

Rafael Nadal 

Nadal’s career looked to be in 
decline when a wrist injury forced 
him to retire before the French Open 
third round last year. The Spaniard 
also missed Wimbledon and while he 
played at the US Open, he ended his 
season early in October to fully 
recover. Nadal looks to have profited 
from the break, reaching the 
Australian Open final in January 
before winning his 10th French Open 
title in June. In 2012, Nadal skipped 
all tournaments after Wimbledon 
due to a knee injury. He came back 
to win the French Open in 2013, the 
first of three triumphs in five major 
tournaments. 

Roger Federer 

Federer ended a record streak of 
65 consecutive grand slam 
appearances last year by pulling out 
of the French Open. The Swiss came 
back for Wimbledon but knee and 
back problems meant he still felt 
short of full fitness. After a semi-final 
defeat to Milos Raonic at SW19, 
Federer announced his decision to 



Novak Djokovic 


miss the rest of the 2016 season to 
recuperate. The decision has paid 
off in dramatic style, with Federer 
coming back to win the Australian 
Open before sealing his 19th grand 
slam triumph at Wimbledon earlier 
this month. In between, the 35-year- 
old sat out the French Open in a bid 
to maintain maximum sharpness. 

Novak Djokovic 

Like Federer, Djokovic had 
enjoyed a long run without major 
injury and missing this year’s US 
Open will bring an end to his run of 
51 consecutive grand slam 
appearances. Djokovic, however, 
has been playing through pain in his 
right elbow for around 18 months 
and that, combined with personal 
problems off court, contributed to a 
sudden dip in form. He won four 
major tournaments on the bounce 
before Wimbledon last year but has 
gone past the semi-finals only once 
now in the last five. He will hope a 
break can help him rediscover his 
groove for the start of 2018. 

Andy Murray 

Murray had to skip the French 
Open in 2013 due to a back injury 
and while he managed to win 
Wimbledon that summer, the 
problem flared up again later in the 
year. 

Murray decided to take three 
months off to undergo surgery but it 
was not until later in 2014 that he 
was able to train again at full pelt. 

He returned to form in 2015 and 
overtook Djokovic to become world 
number one at the end of last year. 
But shingles, two bouts of flu and a 
hip injury have derailed his progress 
this season. 


SAINTS 



Simon 

Carter 


VIRGIL van Dijk was left out of 
Saints’ squad which travelled to 
France this week after telling the 
club he wanted to leave. 

Unsurprisingly, fans were quick 
to have their say on the Daily Echo 
website dailyecho.co.uk and on our 
dedicated Saints Facebook page. 

Here is a selection of the hun¬ 
dreds of comments posted so far. 
Log on now to have your say on the 
story which is dominating the build 
up to Saints’ new Premier League 
campaign. 

Facebook postings 


It would appear he just wants Liv¬ 
erpool.... 

We should do this deal quite open¬ 
ly and approach Liverpool with 
£100m price tag... if they don’t want 
that then VVD can stay put and play 
reserve football. He’ll be in his 30’s 
by the time his contract expires... I 
doubt he’s costing us much in wages 
compared to the big boys. So we can 
afford to keep him for the duration 
of his contract. 

Time to make an example... play 
or rot in the reserves. 

Russario Scorsese 

Liverpool won’t pay 70 million for 
him. They won’t even pay 60 or 50 
They don’t have that sort of money 
they aren’t that big a club.. Liver¬ 
pool want him to put in a transfer 
and say Liverpool is the only team 
he wants to play for. Liverpool can’t 
approach Saints so they need Vvd to 
force saints to approach Liverpool 
and get him cheaper.... 

Dean Bailey 

This disgusts me. For all of us 
complaining that we are a selling 
club it should be noted that this 
is why. We have tried our best and 
been undone by greedy players like 
Virgil and arrogant clubs like Liv¬ 
erpool. I am proud to be little saints 
and if virgil isn’t then get out. 

Philip Bidgood 

Loyalty is a thing of the past but 
don’t accept less than £70m. He’s 
a fool if he goes to Liverpool, he 
should wait and go to Barca or Real 
Madrid. 

Nigel Compton 

I say don’t let VVD go. If he re¬ 
fuses to play we don’t have to pay 
him. He needs to play to be seen for 
the world cup next year. He signed a 
6 year contract last year, got made 
captain, then was injured for the 
rest of the season. He owes us. If 
we give him to Liverpool now we’ll 
look ridiculously weak. We’ll still 
get the same money for him next 
year. Wanyama did this and got over 
it. It sends a strong message to other 
clubs and players... don’t **** saints 
about! 

Sharon Eyre 

We need to be firm with this guy. 
After saying for weeks ‘he’s not for 
sale’ if we sell him we will look 


Dijk - let him 



'We have tried our best and been 
undone by greedy players like 
Virgil and arrogant clubs like 
Liverpool/ 


'We shouldn't accept less than 
£70m. He's a fool if he goes to 
Liverpool, he should wait and go to 
Barca or Real Madrid.' 


'He owes us. If we give ha 
Liverpool now we'll look^ ” 
ridiculously weak. We'll stnf 
same money for him next yeai 


weak look like we can be pushed 
around by clubs with money and 
appear that our players dictate to 
us... oh hang onm that sounds just 
like us now!!!! We need to change 
this and stand our ground no mat¬ 
ter how much we are offered! 

Ian Morris 

Let him rot in the reserves for the 
next 4 years, one day a club has to 
make a stand against these sort of 


players! 

Richard Smith 

Let him rot. Absolutely agree 
that player power has to stop when 
lengthy contracts are in place. 

It’s obvious long contracts are no 
more that a bargaining tool but at 
the same time I expect Saints want¬ 
ed a couple more years from him. 
For me he should sit at home on a 
Saturday and we’ll sell him when 


his 5 remaining years has run down 
to 3. 

PS: Don’t idolise players. They 
care about nothing but money in 
the modern game. Gone are the Le 
Tissiers of this world. 

Ben Palmer 

Sell him for 70m and buy 2 good 
centre backs which we have been 
crying out for since January 

Michael Ralls 
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Tyson Fury 
timeline... 


rot in the reserves 



'Let's make a stand and show the 
league that we will not be held 
hostage to these juvenile kids and 
their temper tantrums.' 


'Let him rot. 
Absolutely agree 
that player power 
has to stop when 
lengthy contracts 
are in place.' 


'The Premier League will have si 
to a new low if he goes... 
Champions League has destroyi 
afe loyalty the top players had. 1 


The Premier league will have 
sunk to a new low if he goes. Al¬ 
though liverpool ‘apologised’ and 
supposedly withdrew their interest 
there has been a queue of ex liver- 
pool players speaking to the media 
about how amazing VVD is,that he 
should hand in a transfer request 
etc. Seems to be an underhand way 
of liverpool continuing their pur¬ 
suit and not withdrawing at all. 
Saints will not keep an unhappy 


player. Secure a new player and let 
him go when it is right for us and 
when as late as possible for liver¬ 
pool. Disgusted - champions league 
has destroyed any loyalty the top 
players had. 

Graham Snelgar 

We need players who want to play 
for the team and if the club captain 
is behaving like a spoilt kid then he 
should be offloaded - 70 million buys 


a lot of good players. 

Darren Johnson 

This is getting boring now. Foot¬ 
ball isn’t about loyalty anymore. 
If someone tripled my wages I’m 
sure I wouldn’t stay. Saints need to 
sell asap. 60/70 million is seriously 
good money. To compete this season 
we cannot rely on the centre backs 
we have. Two major signings are 
needed. 


Tim Ganner 

70 million MINIMUM then he can 
do one. BUT we need to start dip¬ 
ping our toes looking to strengthen¬ 
ing the squad. 

Quite concerned we are getting 
left behind. Teams like West Ham 
have made some quality signings. 

We have.er....an under 21 de¬ 

fender. 

Mark Williams 

Just leave! Getting tired of play¬ 
ers hijacking the club (early sea¬ 
son) every year wanting to leave as 
opposed to focusing on purchasing 
new/quality/committed players. 
As usual we have done nothing in 
the the transfer market as opposed 
to other EPL clubs? I can see late/ 
panic purchases before the window 
closes. 

Simon Wills 

Strip him of the captaincy and 
dock all his wages until he agrees to 
rejoin the group and play. 6 years is a 
long time to go without a paycheck. 
Yoshi and Stevo (Jack Stephens) are 
more than adequate cover, as they 
showed last season. 

Jonathan Ralph 

Contracts and loyalty mean noth¬ 
ing to money motivated players 
these days. Saints have a choice 
- ruin his career by playing in re¬ 
serves or sell again to Liverpool but 
get the best deal - like sakho and 
fifty million. 

Lee Amos 

Imagine if we went to work and 
told the boss, I won’t be working to¬ 
day, I’m not in the right headspace! 
What a joke and a rubbish profes¬ 
sional. Les, make a stand and show 
the league that we will not be held 
hostage to these juvenile kids and 
their temper tantrums. 

Martyn Brown 

Don’t contracts mean anything 
anymore? If you sign a contract in 
anything else in life you are obli¬ 
gated to complete it. But in football 
all it means is a higher transfer 
fee. Pointless having them when so 
much money is involved. Might as 
well just start a bidding war now. 

Ed Mann 

It’s time to start punishing clubs 
who illegally tap up and constantly 
spread rumours to force a player for 
a transfer request. He’s contracted 
no less than 70m. Saints, I hope you 
do stand strong and not be bullied. 

Mark Stala 

5 years left on his contract, tell 
him to buckle down and get on with 
playing for the club you were happy 
to sign (a new deal with) for last 
year, otherwise its u21 football for 
you, and by the way it’s World Cup 
year coming up. 

Steve Brennan 

We can’t expect to keep pulling 
rabbits out of the hat. Stephens 
might have been alright after a 
season or two partnering van Dijk 
at centre back but you can’t expect 
whoever we buy to replace van 
Dijk to perform the same role. Re¬ 
alistically if we sell van Dijk then 
we need to reinvest the money in 
two new frontline centre backs. We 
won’t do that, though. 

Jon Shapland 

Continued on page 24 


Tyson Fury appeared to announce 
his retirement from boxing this 
week. 

The former world heavyweight 
champion has not fought since 
beating Wladimir Klitschko so 
memorably in Dusseldorf. 

Here is a timeline of selected key 
events in the 28-year-old fighter’s 
career since that night in Germany. 

2015: November 28 - Secures one 
of the finest wins of any British 
fighter when he unexpectedly 
outpoints defending WBA, WBO and 
IBF heavyweight champion Wladimir 
Klitschko to claim world title glory. It 
was Klitschko’s first defeat in 11 
years. 

December - Fury is stripped of his 
IBF title, less than two weeks after 
winning it, for agreeing to face 
Klitschko in a rematch in July 2016 
instead of mandatory challenger 
Vyacheslav Glazkov. 

2016: June - Postpones rematch 
with Klitschko after spraining his 
ankle in training. Shortly afterwards, 
it is reported he failed a drugs test 
for the banned substance 
nandrolone. He denies any 
allegations of doping and insists he 
is “’baffled” by the reports. 

September - Fury again withdraws 
from his rematch with Klitschko, 
which had been rescheduled for 
October. A statement from his 
manager said he had been declared 
“’medically unfit to fight”, while 
those around him reveal he is 



Tyson Fury 

suffering with depression. New 
reports soon emerge that Fury has 
tested positive for cocaine. 

October - Fury takes to Twitter to 
announce his retirement, before 
backtracking three hours later. He 
also gives an interview to Rolling 
Stone in which he appears to 
confirm reports he had tested 
positive for cocaine by saying he 
had “’done lots” of the drug. 

October - Fury vacates his WBO 
and WBA heavyweight titles the night 
before the British Boxing Board of 
Control (BBBofC) suspends his 
licence pending investigation into 
“anti-doping and medical issues”. 

2017: On Twitter he describes his 
battle with depression as “the 
hardest fight of my life”. 

April - Becomes embroiled in a war 
of words with Anthony Joshua ahead 
of the Londoner’s world title 
showdown with Klitschko at 
Wembley, and claims he will return 
to boxing in July. Immediately calls 
out Joshua after the 2012 Olympic 
champion knocks out Klitschko, 
saying he would win a fight against 
Joshua with “one arm tied behind 
my back”. 

May - Fury’s anti-doping hearing is 
postponed. He continues to strongly 
deny any wrongdoing. The BBBofC 
says Fury’s suspension will not be 
lifted until his doping case is 
resolved. 

July 26 - Appears to announce his 
retirement from boxing, hinting on 
Instagram that an “epic journey” has 
reached “the end”. A source close to 
the fighter says Fury is “fine” and 
expected to fight on. 
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Everton's 
Euro woe 

Everton returned to European 
competition this week against 
Slovakian side MFK Ruzomberok in 
a Europa League third-round 
qualifier. 

The Toffees have not progressed 
past the last 16 since they won the 
European Cup Winners’ Cup in 1985. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
where they have come up short 
since. 

Euro Cup Winners’ Cup 1995-96 

Everton breezed past Reyjkavik 6-3 
on aggregate but their return to the 
De Kuip Stadium -10 years after 
they won their last European trophy 
there - saw them exit in the second 
round with Regi Blinker’s first-half 
goal deciding the two-legged tie 1-0 
on aggregate. 

Champions League qualifier 2005- 
06 

A first top-four Premier League 
finish got Everton into a Champions 
League qualifier but the outcome 
still rankles to this day. Referee 
Pierluigi Collina controversially 
ruled out a Duncan Ferguson header 
which could have taken the tie to 
extra-time in the second leg and 
they crashed out 4-2 on aggregate 
to Villarreal. 

UEFA Cup 2005-06 

Dropping into the Europa League 
did little for Everton’s European 
hopes as a 5-1 defeat away to 
Dinamo Bucharest ended their 
interest despite winning 1-0 at 
Goodison Park. 

UEFA Cup 2007-08 

Everton won their group outright 
following just three matches after 
wins over Larissa, Nurnberg, Zenit 
St Petersburg and AZ Alkmaar and 



Everton's Phil Jagielka 


swept aside Brann Bergen in the 
first knockout round. Having won 2-0 
at home to Fiorentina, with goals 
from Andy Johnson and Mikel Arteta, 
to cancel out their first-leg last-16 
defeat, the match went to penalties 
which the Italians won 4-2. 

UEFA Cup 2008-09 
A tough draw saw them pitched 
against Standard Liege, who 
dropped into the competition after 
losing a Champions League 
qualifier, and a 2-2 home draw - with 
goals from Yakubu and Segundo 
Castillo - left them with a tough task 
in Belgium. They lost 2-1, Phil 
Jagielka scoring, to crash out again. 

EUROPA LEAGUE 2009-10 
Having come through a group 
which included Sigma Olumouc, AEK 
Athens, BATE Borisov and Benfica, 
the Toffees faced more formidable 
Portuguese opposition in Sporting 
Lisbon in the last 32. Steven Pienaar 
and Sylvain Distin gave them a 2-1 
first-leg lead but they lost 3-0 in 
Portugal. 

EUROPA LEAGUE 2014-15 
A return to European competition 
saw Roberto Martinez’s side come 
through a tough-looking group with 
two victories over Wolfsburg and a 
win over Lille. A 7-2 win over Young 
Boys put them into the last 16 where 
they came up against Dynamo Kiev 
but, taking a 2-1 lead to Moscow, 
they lost 5-2 to go out 6-4 on 
aggregate. 
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'I'm sick of these 


From page 23 

No player is bigger than the club 
and I for one feel if he doesn’t want 
to play for us then he doesn’t de¬ 
serve to. Cash in on him and replace 
him with someone better, like we 
always do. 

Rikki Slade 

No point in keeping a player who 
doesn’t want to play for the club, his 
head is elsewhere and just cash in 
and get what you can. 

Gerry Barnes 

Echo website postings 

And every time we fans are foolish 
enough to think that this player 
might be different, that there may¬ 
be some vestige of loyalty to give us 
one more season. Sell him. 50 mil¬ 
lion plus Sakho and Sturridge. 

stfrancisofbena li 

Clearly Liverpool are still unset¬ 
tling him, especially with the daily 
barrage of ex Liverpool players and 
all the media telling him to go on 
strike or request a transfer. 

Part of the problem was our fail¬ 
ure to qualify for Europe this year, 
VVD’s first time he has missed out, 
coupled with Saints’ failure to sign 
any top quality players to show him 
the club has any ambition to con¬ 
vince him to stay. 

Unless they can change his mind 
in next few days he will eventually 
have to go but only if we get the 
£70m plus that the club has valued 
him at, otherwise he must be told to 
stay even if not selected. 

Les must now go for a quality CB 
asap to avoid another Fonte situ¬ 
ation, as well as the goal scoring 
central midfielder and striker as a 
matter of urgency. 

“in that number” 

I’m banking on you Les to have an 
ace up your sleeve in terms of ‘an 
outa the blue’ CB already lined up 
(even before we heard of VVD’s pre¬ 
carious emotional state). Even you 
wouldn’t expect us to have to rely on 
Yoshi, Stephens, Florin, Bedanek to 
utilise the 2 CB places throughout 
the season! Surely???? 

ASAINTALLMYLIFE 

In the long run, it does not pay to 
keep an unhappy player, and a play¬ 
er being made to train on his own is 
not going to be happy. 

Better to sell at a good price and 
buy someone who WANTS to play 
for the club. 

Linesman 



'No player is bigger than the 
club.. cash in on him and 
replace him with someone 
better, like we always do/ 


'He must be forced to stay and 
play in the reserves if necessary. 


This would send a message that 
it does not pay to unsettle targel 
players. Whatever happehed to ' 


We won’t find better. That’s why 
we can’t let him go. 

Saint Clements 

I disagree that we hold all the 
cards. I was of the opinion that we 
should make a stand on principle 
but I can’t now see any good com¬ 
ing from it. In fact I can only see 
harm in either keeping an unhappy 
player or this just dragging on to 
the eleventh hour when it’s too late 
to get in a replacement for him and 
strengthening elsewhere. We may 
be the innocent party, but the pub¬ 
licity surrounding this may also be 
unhelpful in respect of other play¬ 


ers joining us? As long as the scous- 
ers’ underhand behaviour doesn’t 
work in their favour on price, I’d 
sooner see him gone. 

Iwuzthere 

Pleased that MoPe seems to have 
handled it in a positive way for us. 
Leave him here and let him think 
about it, BUT still tell him that he 
can play in the U23s this season and 
he can go next year. Hopefully the 
thought that he will miss the World 
Cup with Netherlands will shake 
him up. It worked with Morgan, do 
the same with VVD. 

ChristchurchSaint 


He must be forced to stay and play 
in the reserves if necessary. This 
would send a message that it does 
not pay to unsettle target players. 
What ever happened to loyalty? 

crumbles 

I agree with that up to a point. 
What’s important is that with that 
long left on his contract (which is 
a factor) that he cannot dictate his 
future. 

We all know that there can be ami¬ 
cable departures like Ricky and Jay, 
even Mane. But in cases like these 
I’d rather get 55M from some else 
than maximise the deal with Liver¬ 


pool. That way we reluctantly profit 
and neither the player or the stir¬ 
ring club get what they want. It’s 
an expensive prospect to keep him 
in the reserves and now you know 
his heart truly isn’t with the club he 
will not give everything, no matter 
what he says in the future. 

under the west stand 

It’s easy for the club to say “we 
don’t want to sell him” when they 
know he’s worth a fortune; it’s a 
win win for them. It makes them 
look good to us fans, and because 
it’s him who wants wants to go, they 
will make a nice little earner into 
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prima-donnas' 





'Stop acting like a spoilt, selfish 
child. Don't give in. Saints. This 
player power has to stop.' 


'RightSaints, time for once to 
4 stick to the principles of a 
contract. Let the player dictate 
this one and you v0 lose a lot 
of fans. Time to puTaside 
financial gain.' 


/SFC created this and 
“ndvtrits come hack to 
vhite them by selling 




the bargain without any blame at¬ 
tached. 

IF, however, he’s allowed to go to 
Liverpool, expect the proverbial to 
hit the fan. 

Positively 4th Street 

When players get their head 
turned by big money, greed takes 
over. However if I ran the club I 
would never sell to Liverpool under 
any circumstances. 

kivetonsaint 

I get sick of these prima donnas 
taking my season ticket money and 
saying they are not going to play 


because they want to go elsewhere 
You’re under contract - so play or 
lose credibility - but don’t take my 
money which I begrudge paying to 
see people take it with so little re¬ 
spect for how hard it is for people 
like me to earn it (Lovren springs to 
mind here). 

St Forlife 

Looks looks like the fans have 
been the victims of a ST (season 
ticket) scam yet again I could kick 
myself for falling for it every b-1- 
oody time. 

Saintsayer 


Why try and blame anyone at SFC 
for this. The club has made their 
position clear.VVD is NOT FOR 
SALE. If he is really adamant that 
he wants to leave then he should 
hand in a transfer request. 
legod7 

SFC created this and now its come 
back to bite them by selling over the 
years. Before VVD joined Saints he 
saw this, so he choose to join Saints 
to make a more name for himself to 
other clubs, knowing in the back of 
his mind what has happened with 
Saints selling over years when a big 
club come calling. Now Saints have 


said there not selling him when 
they done plenty of selling over the 
years and you wonder why he wants 
to leave as its his career and no one 
else’s. Its like your boss in real life 
saying you can’t go to another job 
that pays better and you will stay at 
a dead end job on peanuts! We will 
all tell them to go to hell and to say 
you wouldn’t, you are lying to your¬ 
self and to others. 

LFCalways 

Despite what Van Dijk says and 
thinks Saints are still in a strong 
position as he still has 5 years of 
his contract left. Tell him he can 
rot in the reserves or change his 
mindset and give us at least 1 more 
good season. Will Van Dijk really 
want to risk his future club and in¬ 
ternational career over this? If he 
knows where the situation stands 
I don’t think he would want to risk 
this. Stop acting like a spoilt, selfish 
child or risk everything and rot in 
the reserves. Don’t give in, Saints. 
This player power has to stop. He 
signed the 6 year contract. He can 
still get a big move in the future. 
Maybe even to Barcelona or Real or 
Bayern etc. 

SaintSteve76 

Right Saints, time for once to stick 
to the principles of a contract. Let 
the player dictate this one and you 
will lose a lot of fans. Time to put 
aside financial gain I am afraid and 
stick the guy in the stands if needs 
be. You nailed your colours to the 
mast and earnt some respect, but 
let VvD force his wishes and watch 
some of us call it a day. 

NewForestStu 

We are very near to throwing it all 
away. 

In a very short space of time we 
have gone from genuine CL con¬ 
tenders to barely scraping 8th place. 
Not one Saints player was involved 
in the recent success of the England 
under 19’s and Under 20’s. So much 
for our fabled academy. 

If the VVD saga wasn’t bad 
enough we have a serious problem 
scoring goals. I just hope MP2 is the 
man that can stand up to Les and 
tell him what players he needs to 
make a go of it. The squad we have 
at the moment is not good enough 
when other clubs are pressing on 
with strengthening for the start of 
the season. 

Googled it 

I couldn’t agree with you more. 
You only have to look at the ambi¬ 
tion that West Ham are displaying 
in their recent acquisitions to see 
we are seriously falling behind. 

Knight Templar 

Football stinks as it is, but this 
one stinks even more than normal. 
When fans realise that there is abso¬ 
lutely no player loyalty whatsoever, 
which most intelligent people have 
known for a long time, you gotta 
start wondering what the product 
has become!? At the end of the day 
he wants to go to a club that can pay 

him 110k a week instead of 70k. 

Great. 

French saint 


Rooney's 
great Euro 
memories 


Champions League and Europa 
League winner Wayne Rooney this 
week made his European debut with 
boyhood club Everton, whom he left 
as an 18-year-old. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
some of Rooney’s most significant 
games in Europe. 

2004 

Manchester United 6 Fenerbahce 2 

Champions League group stage 

Rooney announced himself on the 
European stage with a blistering 
debut, scoring a hat-trick which was 
completed with a sublime free-kick. 

2007 

Manchester United 3 AC Milan 2 

Champions League semi-final first 
leg 

Rooney had helped United ease 
into the last four by scoring home 
and away against Roma and he 
found more Italian opposition to his 
liking with two goals, the second in 
added time, to give his side a 
slender lead to take to the San Siro. 
It was to prove in vain as they lost 
the away leg 3-0. 



Wayne Rooney 

2008 

Manchester United 1 Chelsea 1 
United win 6-5 on penalties, 
Champions League final 

One of Rooney’s quieter big 
European nights, creating one 
notable chance for Carlos Tevez in 
Moscow before being substituted in 
extra time. 

2010 

AC Milan 2 Manchester United 3 
Champions League last-16 first leg 

A semblance of revenge against 
the Italians three years on for 
Rooney as he scored with two 
headers as United fought back to 
win 3-2 in Milan. 

He scored another double in a 4-0 
return leg victory for good measure. 

2016 

Manchester United 4 Feyenoord 0 
Europa League group stage 

A landmark game for Rooney as he 
moved ahead of Ruud van Nistelrooy 
as United’s leading scorer in Europe. 
A clever dinked finish took him past 
the Dutchman to 39 goals. 

It was to be his last goal in 
European competition for the club. 
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BRENTFORD 2 SAINTS 2, PRE SEASON FRIENDLY, 



Saints manager Mauricio Pellegrino on the touchlines during 
his first game in charge in England. 



Jack Stephens on the ball at Griffin Park. 





Sam Gallagher is challenged. 


Fraser Forster's reaction after he was at fault for Brentford's equaliser. 


Oriol Romeu 


Sam Gallagher 


Alfie Jones 


Will Wood 
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GRIFFIN PARK, SATURDAY, |ULY 22, 



Jeremy Pied Charlie Austin Shane Long Steven Davis 


2017 



Tyreke Johnson. 



Dusan Tadic. 



Steven Davis in possession. 



Dusan Tadic receiving treatment 
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If you've been suffering with gum disease, bone 
loss and unstable teeth, and you are permanently 
self-conscious about your smile, then Solutions 
Dental Clinic can offer you a life-changing solution 
to your predicament. Same Day Teeth means what 
it says. It's a revolutionary technique that means 
we can provide a new arch of teeth - fixed in place 
using dental implants - in just one day. 


' I 


SolutionsDental 

CLINIC 

Making 

Winchester smile! 



Functional Benefits 
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The Top 5 reasons why people choose Same 

Day Teeth from Solutions Dental Clinic 

1. FAST! Get a full arch of natural-looking teeth 
plus dental implants fitted in just one day. 

2. COMFORTABLE! Because Same Day Teeth 
are fixed in place, they don't shift about while 
you're eating or talking. 

3. NATURAL-LOOKING! Your new teeth will look 
very lifelike, and support your lips and cheeks to 
help your face look more youthful. 

4. ENJOYABLE! You can choose the foods you 
may have been avoiding - bite and chew 
naturally 

5. EXPERT! The Solutions Dental Clinic team 
are highly experienced in the Same Day Teeth 
techniques, and we'll design a treatment plan 
that's tailored to your needs, including sedation 
dentistry if you wish. 


Sedation dentistry 

Many patients are nervous or even phobic about 
going to the dentist. Solutions Dental Clinic 
has a different attitude and we aim to put you 
completely at your ease. We also offer sedation 
dentistry which provides a variety of sedation 
and anaesthesia options to ensure you can be 
completely relaxed. 

0% finance 

Solutions Dental Clinic can help you spread the 
cost of your investment in your new smile, 
thanks to our partnership with Finance 4 Patients, 
the experienced dental finance company 
(subject to status). 



SAME DAY TEETH 

Licensed Centre 


Why not join us on one of our discovery days? (By appointment only) 

Thursday 17th August. Consultations are FREE! 


Lee Butler, 

Clinical Dental Technician 
GDC No. 108662 


www.solutionsdentalclinic.co.uk 

Call: 01962 864 655 


Solutions Dental Clinic 

23 Stockbridge Road, 
Winchester S022 6RN 


Eduard Gazdov, 

Dentist GDC No. 210576 
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Scout Boot Scooter 



Max Range: 
upto 10 miles 
Max Speed: 4 mph 
Max User Weight: 
20 stone 



X Fold Rollator 


Lightweight and 
folds in two directions 
Height adjustable 
from 32 inches 
to 37 inches 



ST1 Boot Scooter 



Max Range: 

6 miles 
Max Speed: 4 mph 
Max User Weight: 
18 stone 


You will automatically 
be entered into a draw. 

If you purchase between 
26th June and 24th September 


CELIA & BROMPTON 
SUMMER SLIPPERS 

WIDE FITTING 
VELCRO ADJUSTMENT 

SAVE 20% 

OFF MARKED PRICES 

NOW FROM ONLY £15.19 


Langley Riser Reclinei Chair 



Ergonomically contoured 
seat and waterfall back 
for comfort 
Independent leg rest 
and recline functions 
Max UserWeight:20st 



( 


f Ableworld ^ 

V www.ableworld.co.uk S 


) 



SUMMER 


SALE 


Lightweight Steel Travel Chai 



UPTO 25% OFF 

ON SELECTED 
CONTINENCE CARE 


15% OFF 

ON ALL WHEELCHAIR AND 
SCOOTER ACCESSORIES 


Single Motor 
Overall Height: 43” 
Overall Width: 33” 
Overall Depth: 36” 

Max User Weight: 23st 
Colours may vary 



Deluxe Walking Frame 



iiyiiiiii.'ni.iu.iiB 

Folds at the touch 
of a button 

Easy storage and transport 
Height adjustable 
Fantastic Walking Action 



Stairlifts FREEPHONE 0800 038 7800 


24 Hour Callout Service 

We have people on the phone 
24 hours a day, seven days a week 
plus overnight and 
weekend engineering support 
Often Fitted Next Day 


FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION SURVEY 




STRAIGHT RECONDITIONED 
STAIRLIFTS: 


FROM ONLY 


STRAIGHT NEW 
STAIRLIFTS: 

FROM ONLY 


£495* £1195* £2795 


CURVED NEW 
STAIRLIFTS: 

NOW FROM ONLY 


WE BUY BACK STAIRLIFTS - UP TO £500 PAID. ACORN, BROOKS, MINIVATOR, AGE UK, COMPANION & HANDICARE Subject to survey and a 


SOUTHAMPTON ABLEWORLD 

42-46 Portsmouth Road, Woolston 
Southampton, SOI 9 9AD 
Email: info@ableworldsouthampton.co.uk 

T: (02380) 440000 

Open 7 days a week 
To see more stores, please visit: 

www. ableworld. co. uk 

Opposite the Bus Station 




| facebook.com/ 

ableworld 


twitter.com/ 

AbleworldUK 


www.ableworild.co.uk 

Ableworld are the main mobility retailer in the area 
approved as a Community Equipment Dispenser 



NHS Vouchers Welcome Where Applicable 
*VAT Exempt - Ask in Store for Details 
MRP - Manufacturers Recommended Price. 
Previous Price - Sold for 28 Days in Last 6 months at our Nantwich Store 


Insurance/Warranty is arranged by Ableworld UK Ltd and provided through 
Mark Bates Ltd t/a Premier Care, Premier House, Londonthorpe Road, 
Grantham, Lines, NG31 9SN who are authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. FRN 308390. 
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YOUTH FOOTBALL NOSTALGIA, 2006-2011 - DO YOU 



Townhill Emperors celebrate after winning the Tyro Challenge Cup. 



Hedge End Rangers Ulls 



Wellow Youth under-11. 



Salisbury City Ulls 


Hythe and Dibden Rovers under-11 s. 



Littleton Juniors under-15s. 


Townhill Lingland Emperors under-15s. 
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RECOGNISE ANYONE IN THESE TEAM PHOTOS? 



Pace Panthers under-12s. 



fa 


St Francis Rangers under-15s. 



Dougland under-15s. 



Colden Common B under-15s. 



AFC Wolves under-12s 



Oakwood Blue under-15s. 



Wyvern Red under-15s 



Lakewood Youth under-15s. 
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YOUTH FOOTBALL NOSTALGIA, 2006-2011 - DO YOU 



Earls under-12s. 
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Tadburn Panthers under-15s. 



Alresford Town Ulls. 



Hedge End A Ulls. 



WestTotton under-13s. 




Oakwood Red U15s. 


WestTotton U15s. 
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RECOGNISE ANYONE IN THESE TEAM PHOTOS? 



Oakwood under-14s. 


Tyro League Cup Finals under 14's Dulton Cup Runners Up St Francis 





VI: £* 


Y 
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Ice Sports under-15s. 



Winchester A under-14s. 


Tyro League Cup Finals under 15'sTadburn Panthers V Littleton A (Trophy Man Cup) 
Runners up Littleton A 



Tyro Cup Finals at Blackfield and Langley. Under 14s Dalton Cup Final. Oakwood A 
(red and blue) v St Francis Rovers. St Francis Rovers team picture 



Hamble Youth FC Jets UlOs 
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YOUTH FOOTBALL NOSTALGIA, 2006-2011 - DO YOU 



Eastleigh Rangers u13 
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Fair Oak U12s 



Fair Oak U14s 



Fair Oak Red Under 10s 



Itchen Tyro White ulO 


Fair Oak Blue Under 8s. 


Fair Oak Blue UlOs 



Brendon 


Wyvern Dragons Under 11s 
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RECOGNISE ANYONE IN THESE TEAM PHOTOS? 



Hythe Hotspurs U13s. 



West Totton Wanderers U13s. 



Hiltingbury Blue Ulls 




Dougland U15s. 





Test wood U14s. 



Botley Village U15s. 



Marchwood Ulls 


Winsor U15s. 
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THE RERL GREEK 

EAT. TOGETHER. 


wctricicci 

ctsmo 


CABANA 


I HAIEvHUI 

FRANCO 
A1 ANCA 


lQsterir 


A FEAST 
OF A 
SUMMER 


VOB 


Italian? Greek? Mexican? It doesn't matter what you 
choose, everything tastes better in the sun 

Put on your sunglasses and come dine 
alfresco at Westquay South 


WHERE MORE HAPPENS 


WESTQUAY 

SOUTHAMPTON 
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(SMGBSKBSS© mum 

LATE AVAtLABiUTY BREAKS AVAILABLE TO BOOK NOW 


facebocrk 


7 Aug: A Cornish Gem - 5 day £439 
11 Aug: Singles in Surrey * 4 day £369 
11 Aug: Somerset Coast - 4 day £274 
14 Aug: Norfolk Coast - 5 day £339 

20 Aug: Ferry Cross The Mersey - 6 day £499 

20 Aug: Peak District Trash or Treasure' - 5 day £379 

21 Aug: Paignton at Leisure - 5 day £245 

27 Aug: Western Ireland Coastal Delights - 7 day £649 
27 Aug: Happy in Harrogate - 5 day £369 

23 Aug: Weston Super Mare - 5 day £319 

3 Sept: Isle of Wight - 7 day £589 

4 Sept: Scenic Lakes & Mountain Goats - 5 day £449 

4 Sept: A Cornish Gem - 5 day £439 comact 

8 Sept: Gardens of Cornwall - 4 day £259 FQ* VQLJf? 3 

13 Sept: The Baltic Coast - 8 day £825 sr ^| e 

17 Sept: Cumbrian Countryside - 5 day £369 

18 Sept: Durham, Beamish & Herriot - 5 day £389 

24 Sept: Summer Sunday Star Cabaret - 2 day £119 

25 Sept: Sidmouth Jurassic Coast - 5 day £373 
30 Sept: Tuscan Riviera >10 day £729 


02380 404536 




Lines open Mon-Sat or visit us online 

www.angelaholidays.co.uk 



...THE MORE YOU SPEND 
THE MORE YOU SAVE... 



IV1AIMY GREAT DEALS, 
UR TO 50% OFF 


/\ World Furniture 

Established 1994 

SALISBURY (nr Tesco/behind Halfords) 
BLANDFORD (Holland Way) 

ROOLE (Nuffield Road, nr ToysRus) 
SOUTHAMPTON (opp Peter Green, Chandlers Ford) 


0800 *1223334 

www.aworldoffurniture.co.uk 


BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 

THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 


YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 
PREPARATION, INCLUDING FIVE FREE ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


A fter years of accepting traditional carpet 
fitting methods, customers just like you, are 
now choosing the smart way to have new 
carpets. Never again will you need to empty 
your room of furniture, and take up your old carpet 
ready for the fitters just to walk in and roll out your 
new carpet. Let's be frank here, if you're paying for a 
job to be done, you shouldn't be expected to do more 
than half the work yourself. It would be like eating 
at a nice restaurant, paying for your meal and then 
washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only removes and 
repositions your furniture, but will also uplift and 
take away your old floor coverings, secure any loose 


or squeaky floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and 
will also trim doors to fit over your new carpets, and 
then vacuum, bag up, and remove all rubbish and off 
cuts. Leaving you with nothing to do but put back 
your ornaments and photographs and then enjoy your 
carpet for years to come. 

A note from a customer 

We would like to acknowledge the exemplary service 
you provided us. 

We are extremely happy with the work you have done 
throughout our house. 

We delighted with the finished product but guidance, 
support and advice you provided throughout was 
invaluable to us. 


It really made what was a fairly daunting task at the 
start, a trouble-free and straightforward process. 
Mr and Mrs G. Lyndhurst 
Just one thing for you to do now 
Call Freephone, e mail or a good old fashioned letter is 
all that it takes, to arrange a free home visit for you to 
choose from over 997 carpets and vinyls, from 11 top 
manufacturers, always in stock whichever carpet you 
need for your home they have a range of quality and 
prices including the least and the most expensive and 
finally rid yourself of your old carpets that you've been 
thinking of changing for years and do it the stress-less 
way, and for the same price as fitting in an empty 
room. With a unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
Call feature flooring and carpets now. 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 

FREEPHONE 0800 915 8295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380 736004 • 12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 8AB 

e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk • www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 


Fraud mtwbtn ct 

Currently rated 9.8 out of 10, with over 420 feedbacks checka 

» * Where reputation matters 
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Introducing 

Roland-Jones 

Toby Roland-Jones made his 
England Test debut against 
South Africa at The Oval 
this week. The Middlesex 
paceman, who impressed 
on his ODI, bow earlier this 
year, replaced Mark Wood 
in the side for the second 
Test after the Durham man 
was ruled out through a heel 
injury 

Here, the Sports Pink takes 
a closer look at the seamer’s 
career: 

3 

Last September Roland- 
Jones took a hat-trick to seal 
the Championship title for 
Middlesex with a dramatic 
final day win over title rivals 
Yorkshire. 

22 

The tall seamer - nephew 
of ex-Saints striker Steve 
Moran - has taken 22 wickets 
with the red ball so far this 
season,. 

23 


Roland-Jones was 
Middlesex’s leading wicket- 
taker last season as he 



Toby Roland-Jones 


led his county to their 
first Championship title 
in 23 years, beating two- 
time reigning champions 
Yorkshire in a memorable 
final day at Lord’s. 

103 

A more than useful lower- 
order batsman, Roland-Jones 
boasts a first-class highest 
score of 103 not out and 
looked composed with the 
bat on international debut 
earlier this year, making 
an unbeaten 37 against the 
Proteas. 

2 

Roland-Jones will become 
just the second double- 
barrelled player to play Test 
cricket for England, and the 
first since Norman Mitchell- 
Innes, who played against 
South Africa in 1935. 

29 

At the age of 29, he will 
be England’s oldest Test 
debutant since Boyd Rankin 
played his one and only Test 
in Sydney three years ago. 


HANTS CRICKET 



Ervine is Hants' 


Simon 

Carter 



HAMPSHIRE make a rare Lord’s 
appearance in T20 cricket next 
Thursday when James Vince 
takes his men to headquarters to 
face Middlesex. 

It will be Hampshire’s 14th away 
match in the shortest form of the 
game at Middlesex - but only their 
second at Lord’s. 

Of the previous 13 encounters, 
five have been held at Uxbridge, 
four at Old Deer Park in Rich¬ 
mond, two at the John Walker’s 
Ground in Southgate and one at 
the Merchant Taylors’ School 
Ground in Northwood. 

Hampshire’s only previous 
Lord’s appearance in the T20 
Blast was two years ago. On that 
occasion, Michael Carberry and 
ex-Middlesex batsman Owais 
Shah hit half centuries in an 
away win. 

Carberry struck an unbeaten 72 
off 44 balls, while Shah blazed 64 
off 45 deliveries before a ball from 
current Hampshire man Kyle Ab¬ 
bott forced him to hit his own 
wicket. 

Abbott was expensive - his four 
overs costing 2-50 - as Hampshire 
rattled up 199-5. 

Will Smith dismissed Nick 
Compton for a third ball duck 
when Middlesex replied, and de¬ 
spite 54 from Paul Stirling the 
hosts were restricted to 178-9. 

Here, the Sports Pink recalls six 
memorable Hampshire one-day 
performances at Lord’s (not in¬ 
cluding their cup final successes 
of 1988, 1991, 1992, 2005, 2009 and 
2012 ). 

August, 1969 

Players County League 

Butch White and Barry Rich¬ 
ards played major roles when 
Hampshire made their first ever 
limited overs trip to Lord’s. 

In the first season of the 40-over 
Sunday League, White took 4-29 
to help restrict the hosts to 157-6. 
Richards then struck an unbeat¬ 
en 85 as Hampshire collected a 
seven-wicket success with almost 
four overs to spare. 

|une, 1977 

John Player League 

South African legend Barry 
Richards plundered Hampshire’s 
first ever one-day ton at head¬ 
quarters. 

Richards struck 102 out of a 
total of 178-4 in a game reduced 
from 40 overs a side to 33 because 
of rain. 

Middlesex collapsed to 84-7 in 
reply and eventually were all out 
for 118 - John Rice bagging 3-23 off 



J Powells 


3 -■-?*# / 


Barry Richards scored Hampshire's first one day ton at Lord's. 


his eight-over spell. 

May, 1981 

Benson & Hedges Cup 
Hampshire survived a sensa¬ 
tional debut by Australian fast 
bowling legend Jeff Thomson to 
win a thriller by one wicket. 

On his limited overs debut for 
Middlesex, Thomson returned 


spectacular figures of 11-3-22-7 as 
Hampshire replied to the hosts’ 
175 all out off 54 overs (one day 
scoring rates back then were a lit¬ 
tle different to modern day ones!) 

Thomson’s early burst reduced 
Hampshire to 38-4 but they were 
rescued by David Turner (68) and 
John Rice (30). 

It was left to No 10 bat Keith 
Stevenson - who had earlier taken 


4-18 off eight overs - to hit the win¬ 
ning runs. 

Stevenson had cleaned up 
the Middlesex tail, clean bowl¬ 
ing Thomson, Mike Selvey and 
Wayne Daniel. 

August, 1998 

Nat West Trophy quarter final 
Current Hampshire Director 
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HANTS CRICKET 



Lord's hero 



of Cricket Giles White played a major 
role as the county thrashed Middlesex 
at headquarters to reach the semi fi¬ 
nals of the NatWest Trophy 

He struck 69 and along with Adrian 
Aymes (73no) and Jason Laney (47) 
helped the visitors total 295-6 off 60 
overs. 

Middlesex were never in contention 
and were bowled out for 161 (Justin 
Langer 57). 


August, 2000 

NatWest Trophy quarter final 

Two years later, it was a case of deju 
vu - Hampshire again travelling to 
Lord’s and beating their hosts to reach 
the last four of the NatWest Trophy. 

This time it was Dimi Mascarenhas 
who was the hero, his 4-25 burst help¬ 
ing reduce the hosts to 57-5. 


He wrecked the top order by dismiss¬ 
ing Mike Rosberry (3), David Alleyne 
(1), Mark Ramprakash (8) and Justin 
Langer (8). Middlesex slumped to 61-7 
shortly after but eventually mustered 
127 all out. 

That was never likely to be a worth¬ 
while total, and Hampshire roared to 
victory by seven wickets - Jason Laney 
(27no) and Will Kendall (25no) there at 
the close after John Stephenson’s early 
36 had got Hampshire on their way. 

September, 2003 

National League Division 2 

Simon Katich scored Hampshire’s 
second limited overs century at Lord’s 
- but still finished on the losing side. 

The Australian enjoyed an impres¬ 
sive debut spell with the county in 
2003, and his 106 helped the visitors 
post 277-7 off their 45 overs. Katich and 
Nic Pothas (78) had put on 144 for the 
first wicket. 

Middlesex chased down their target, 
winning by six wickets off the penulti¬ 
mate ball. 

Paul Weekes (104) gave them a good 
start, with Chad Keegan (46) and 
Owais Shah (49) continuing the mo¬ 
mentum needed. 

May 2005 

Totesport League Division 1 

Kevin Pietersen led Hampshire’s run 
spree as the county rattled up 353-8 in 
45 overs - at the time their third high¬ 
est score in limited overs cricket. 

Pietersen, in his first season with 
Hampshire, struck six sixes and three 
fours in a 50-ball 80, while Dimi Mas¬ 
carenhas came in at No 8 and smashed 
50 not out off 26 balls. 

Simon Katich had earlier scored 86 
and John Crawley 39. 

Skipper Shane Warne decided to 
hand fellow spinner Shaun Udal the 
new ball in reply, and he responded 
with 4-55. Owais Shah struck 89 but 
Middlesex were all out for 248 to hand 
Hampshire a 105-run success. 

August, 2008 

NatWest Pro40 League Division 1 

Sean Ervine became the first Hamp¬ 
shire player to score two limited overs 
hundreds at Lord’s. 

Having scored his first ton in the 2005 
C & G Trophy final win against War¬ 
wickshire, he was back three years 
later to rescue Hampshire in a 40-over 
league contest. 

Hampshire were 55-3 when he walked 
to the crease, and it soon became 61-4. 
But Ervine found a willing partner 
in 18-year-old Liam Dawson (45) who 
helped him add exactly 100 for the fifth 
wicket. 

Ervine finished on an unbeaten 103 
from just 76 balls, with eight fours and 
four sixes, as the visitors posted 228-6. 
With Dawson following up his knock 
with 4-45 - including the wicket of top 
scorer and England skipper Andrew 
Strauss (71) - Middlesex were all out 
for 202. 


HAMPSHIRE CRICKET 2017 
APRIL 

2-4 Cardiff MCCU (h) FR 

Hants 289 (Carberry 100) & 271-6d (Vince 90) drew with Cardiff 
98 & 110-2. 

7- 10 Yorkshire (a) CC1 

Yorkshire 273 & 187 (Abbott 7-41), Hants 141 & 321-6 (Adams 
72). Hants won by 4 wickets 

14-17 Middlesex (h) CC1 

Middlesex 456 (Wheal 4-98) & 278-9 (Abbott 5-59), Hants 438 
(Rossouw 99, Carberry 98). Drawn. 

21- 24 Yorkshire (h) CC1 

Hants 455 (Vince 147, Berg 99no), Yorkshire 231 (Berg 4-62) & 
399-6 (Abbott 3-65). Drawn 

27 Kent (a) 50L 

Kent 258, Hants 260-4 (Alsop 112no). Hants won by 6 wickets. 

30 Essex (a) 50L 

Essex 304-7, Hants 279 (Vince 68, Bailey 63). Hants lost by 25 
runs. 

MAY 

3 Middlesex (h) 50L 

Middlesex 295 (Gubbins 114, Topley 4-68) beat Hants 146-7 
(Bailey 52no) by 89 runs (D/L) 

7 Gloucestershire (h) 50L 

Hants 239-3 (Vince 89*) beat Gloucs 237 (Dawson 3-30) by 7 
wickets 

10 Somerset (a) 50L 

Hants 250-6 (Rossouw 156) beat Somerset 249 (Berg 3-44) by 

4 wickets 

12 Glamorgan (h) 50L 

Hants 332-6 (Vince 178) lost to Glamorgan 334-7 (Crane 3-69) 
by 3 wickets 

14 Surrey (a) 50L 

Hants 271-8 (Bailey 145no) lost to Surrey 238-2 by 66 runs (D/L) 

17 Sussex (h) 50L 
Match abandoned 
19-22 Essex (a) CC1 

Essex 360 (K Abbott 5-58) beat Hants 115 & 148 by an innings 
and 97 runs. 

26-29 Somerset (a) CC1 

Hants 162 & 293 (Carberry 51) beat Somerset 197 & 168 (Crane 

5- 40) by 90 runs 

|UNE 

2- 5 Warwickshire (h) CC1 

Hants 515 (Adams 166, Ervine 203) beat Warwickshire 254 & 167 
(Abbott 4-32) by an innings and 94 runs 

8- 11 South Africa A (h) Fr 

South Africa A 370-7d & 185-Id beat Hampshire 185 & 119 by 
251 runs. 

19-22 Lancashire (a) CC1 

Hants 395 (Bailey 127, Abbott 97no) & 168 (Berg 49) lost to 
Lancshire 593 (Berg 4-111) by an innings and 30 runs 

26-29 Somerset (h) CC1 

Hants 211 -9d (Dawson 53) & 96-5d drew with Somerset 147 
(Berg 4-28, Holland 4-16) & 88-8 (Berg 3-17). 

JULY 

3- 6 Surrey (a) CC1 

Hants 648-7d (Bailey 161, Adams 144, Vince 104, Ervine 83, 
Holland 53no), Surrey 483 (Holland 3-37) & 166-3. Draw 

7 Glamorgan (a) T20 

Hampshire 167-5 (McManus 59), Glamorgan 145-9 (Afridi 4-20, 
Topley 3-23). Won by 22 runs 

12 Sussex (a) T20 

Hampshire 188-3 (Vince 81, Rossouw 44, Carberry 41), Sussex 
169-7 (Abbott 3-22). Won by 19 runs 

14 Middlesex (h) T20 

Hampshire 189-8 (Carberry 77), Middlesex 160-7 (Crane 3-17). 
Won by 29 runs 

20 Sussex (h) T20 

Hampshire 126-9 (T Alsop 64), Sussex 127-4. Lost by 6 wickets 

21 Essex (a) T20 

Hampshire 124-9 (Carberry 30), Essex 129-3. 

23 Surrey (h) T20 

Match abandoned 

26 Somerset (a) T20 

Somerset 204-9, Hampshire 190 (L McManus 34) 

28 Gloucestershire (a) T20 

AUGUST 

1 Kent (h) T20 

3 Middlesex (Lord’s) T20 

4 Essex (h) T20 

6- 9 Lancashire (h) CC1 

10 Glamorgan (h) T20 

11 Kent (a) T20 

18 Somerset (h) T20 

22- 25 T20 QF 

SEPTEMBER 

2 T20 Finals Day 
5-8 Surrey (h) CC1 

12-15 Middlesex (a, tbc) CC1 
19-22 Essex (h) CC1 
25-28 Warwickshire (a) CC1 
Key 

CC1 - County Championship division one, 50L - Royal London 
One-Day Cup, T20 - Natwest T20 Blast 
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Matt to lose 
his grip? 

Lymington's Matt Metcalfe could lose 
his grip on the British Gas Southern 
Premier League bowling award by 
missing today's New Forest derby 
against New Milton. 

Metcalfe is chasing an amazing 
sixth prize in eight seasons, but his 
28-wicket haul could be overhauled 
if left-arm spinner Brighton Mugochi 
pockets three or more victims for Bur- 
ridge against Andover. 

Leading individual performers 

ECB Premier 

Batting 

* Patrick Page (Bashley Rydal) 530, 
Ben Walker (Havant) 453, Harry Came 
(St Cross Symondians) 394, Felix 
Organ (Academy) 393, Ed Ellis (Lym- 
ington) 378, Scott Myers (Alton) 368, 

* Logan van Beek (St Cross Symondi¬ 
ans) 362, Dorn Hand (Lymington) 361, 

* Malcolm Lake (Lymington) 350. 
Bowling 

Matt Metcalfe (Lymington) 28, * 
Brighton Mugochi (Burridge) 25, 

Chris Morgan (Havant) 23, Luke Evans 
(South Wilts) 21, Sully White (Bur¬ 
ridge) 21, Brad Taylor (Havant) 20. 
Wicketkeeping 

Tom Arnold (New Milton) 21, Jez 
Bulled (Havant) 19. 

Division 1 


Stem test ahead for T & E's title credentials 



Batting 

* Tom Treble (Rowledge) 486, 

Ryan Covey (Liphook) 420, * Fraser 
Hay (Portsmouth) 415, Ben Johns 
(Calmore Sports) 414, Dan Belcher 
(Basingstoke) 397, Nick Park (Bourne¬ 
mouth) 387, Chris Park (Bourne¬ 
mouth) 371, Ricky Rawlins (Sarisbury 
Athletic) 364, Mitchell Stokes (Basing¬ 
stoke) 358. 

Bowling 

Mark Lavelle (Calmore Sports) 25, Da¬ 
vid Griffiths (Basingstoke) 22, * Jack 
Rutter (Calmore Sports) 21, Dorn Clut- 
terbuck (Bournemouth) 20, Aniket 
Divecha (Hook & Newnham Basics) 

20, Martyn James (Basingstoke) 20. 
Wicketkeeping 

Chris Park (Bournemouth) 18, Josh 
Buckingham (Hook & Newnham 
Basics) 17. 

Division 2 

Batting 

* Henry Collier (Hartley Wintney) 470, 

* Mark Mbofana (Totton & Eling) 

428, George Marshall (Hambledon) 
389, Jerry Frith (Sparsholt) 381, Jason 
Laney (St Cross Symondians II) 372, 
Paul Hawkins (St Cross Symondians II) 
369, Charlie King (OTs & Romsey) 354, 

* James Bills (Paultons) 353, * Saulieg 
Rayned (Langley Manor) 352. 

Bowling 

Rob Pittman (South Wilts II) 25, 

Jerry Frith (Sparsholt) 24, * James 
Bills (Paultons) 19, Tommy Spencer 
(Langley Manor) 18, Peter Lamb 
(Paultons) 18. 

Wicketkeeping 

Keith Trodd (OTs & Romsey) 15, Alex 
Ayres (St Cross Symondians II) 14, Jake 
Dunford (Sparsholt) 12. 

Division 3 

Batting 

Tom Lamer (Gosport Borough) 490, * 
James Hortle (Waterlooville) 438, Lee 
Harrop (Gosport Borough) 386, Hugo 
Hammond (Alton II) 370, * Matt 
Brown (Fawley) 351, Sean Figgins 
(Purbrook) 330. 

Bowling 

Jon Hudson (Waterlooville) 21, Archie 
Reynolds (Waterlooville) 21, Chris 
Chandler (Basingstoke II), 20. 
Wicketkeeping 

Pat Lewis (Bashley Rydal II) 18, Kieron 
Earl (Fawley) 16. 

* Overseas 


Collier, Wayne Lockey, James Taylor, Kumodak Sharma, Ethan Taylor. Seated: Dan Clouting, Ollie Perrin, 


Totton & ElingStanding (from left): Will Perrin, Dan 
Mark Mbofana, Katie George, Sam Bracey. 

Totton & Eling’s grip on the British Gas 
Southern League Division Two leadership is 
set to come under the closest scrutiny when 
they visit third-placed St Cross Symondians 
II at the Green Jackets Ground today (1pm). 
Totton are looing good for an immediate 


return to SPL1 after last season’s relegation, 
but their 20-point lead at the summit over 
OTs & Romsey will diminish if St Cross (11 
points adrift of second spot) win a fourth 
match in five. 

Former Hampshire cricketer Jason Laney 


has made fifty-plus scores in his last four 
knocks, but Zimbabwean Mark Mbofana is 
leading from the front for Totton, his century 
against OTs a fortnight ago taking his run 
tally for the season to 426. 


Premier League teens 
hit county hundreds 

• Not since Bournemouth beat 
Jason Roy’s Reigate Priory and 
Cuckney in the Derby final of 
2009 has a local Southern Premier 
League club enjoyed even a hint 
of success in the ECB’s T20 Club 
Championship. 

Bashley (Rydal), Havant and 
South Wilts have all had a crack 
at ending the barren seven-year 
losing drought. 

Tomorrow at Kent’s Beckenham 
out-ground (1pm), Havant get an¬ 
other chance to break the mould, 
but playing Surrey T20 champi¬ 
ons Wimbledon in the second re¬ 
gional semi-final will be a daunt¬ 
ing task. 

If they do win though - and 
they’ll be without experienced 
spin all-rounder Richard Hindley 
and Chris Stone - they will play ei¬ 
ther Horsham or Tunbridge Wells 
in the zone final. Josh McCoy has 
been drafted into the Havant side. 
Havant: Walker, Ransley, Gorvin, Taylor, Hop- 
son, McCoy, Bulled, Prentice, Morgan, Mat¬ 
thews, Jerry. 


Mike 

Yimpany 



Premier League teenagers Henry 
Smith and Luke Deacon celebrat¬ 
ed maiden centuries for Wiltshire 
and Dorset, respectively, in the 
ECB Under-17 County Champion¬ 
ship. 

South Wilts’ opener Henry 
Smith scored 112 as Wiltshire beat 
Berkshire by 20 runs at Falkland, 
while Deacon’s 140, ironically 
against Wiltshire, was the highest 
individual score made by a Dorset 
U17 in over ten years. 

• Hampshire Under-17s aim 
for their first ECB Youth County 
Championship win of the season 
when they host Worcestershire 
in a three-day match at Basing¬ 
stoke’s May’s Bounty ground, 
starting at Monday, 12 noon. 

They drew their opening game 



Henry Smith, above left, and Luke Deacon. 


against Devon and escaped with a 
draw from their match with Som¬ 
erset after most of the last day’s 
play was washed out. 

Hampshire Under-17s: Miles Kantolinna, 


George Metzger, Cole Campbell, Fletcha Mid¬ 
dleton, Harry Gadd, Tom South, Patrick Holly, 
Scott Currie, Zac Organ, Chris Searle, Rory Hip- 
well, Jack Campbell. 
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Great turn-out to 
remember John 



Ventnor and Isle 
of Wight cricket 
suffered a sad loss 
last August with 
the passing of John 
Hilsum. 

He was the driv¬ 
ing force behind so 
much of Ventnor’s 


rise to Premier 
League status and 
to the development 
of Newclose Coun¬ 
ty Cricket Ground 
on the outskirts of 
Newport. 

Ventnor’s pavil¬ 
ion at Steephill has 
been renamed in 
honour of John, be¬ 
low, and hundreds 
of his cricketing 
friends turned out 
at a special dedica¬ 
tion ceremony at 
the ground before 
watching an enjoy¬ 
able 30-over Sunday 
friendly between 
the island club and 
East Meon. 


The John Hilsum Pavilion. 


In-form Hythe on course for top half finish 



Hythe & Dibden. Standing (from left): Matt Young, Alex Nicholas, Tarin Mason, Dave Guymer, Hakim 


Five wins 
from their last 
six matches has 
promoted Hythe & 
Dibden on course 
for a top half finish 
in their first season 
back in Hampshire 
League County 
Division 1. 

That’s a marked 
turnaround from 
the start of the 
season when the 
Watersiders, on the 
back of a terrific 
run of three straight 
promotions, lost 
four of its first 
five games, albeit 
three of them 
to Longparish, 


Lymington II and 
Portsmouth & 
Southsea, all sides 
chasing promotion. 

But since then 
Hythe have 
enjoyed success, 
with wins over 
Bishops Waltham, 
Ropley and more 
specifically Ryde 
consolidating 
their mid-table 
standing. They host 
Burridge II at Jones 
Lane today, with 
the possibility of 
former Lymington 
and Totton & Eling 
left-hander Damian 
Shirazi making his 
debut. 


Lymington 
bidding for 
first trophy 
since 1980s 


LYMINGTON captain 
Simon Beetham insists 
trying to win the ECB 
British Gas Southern 
Premier League 
Time pennant must 
play second fiddle to 
maintaining a title 
challenge. 

Victory over local 
rivals New Milton at 
the Sports Ground 
today will guarantee 
Lymington their 
first honour in the 
long format of the 
competition - and, 
remarkably, their first 
‘trophy’ since the mid- 
1980s when they won 
the old Southern League 
under Jon Hardy. 

But with Lymington 
second in the overall 



Lymington Catain Simon 


table - and with five 
50-overs ‘white ball’ 
games remaining - 
Beetham knows beating 
New Milton will be vital 
if they are to keep the 
heat on leaders South 
Wilts. 

He said: “We are all 
looking forward to the 
challenge of playing 
New Milton with the 
added incentive of 
winning the Time 
pennant. 

“But first and 
foremost, the target is 
performing well and 
getting a positive result 
which would keep us in 
the hunt for the overall 
title. 

“That said, the time 
pennant would be a 
welcome reward for 
the club, the team’s 
performances this year 
and our progression 
over the past seven years 
or so.” 

Lymington go into the 
final round of matches 
ten points better off 
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England's 
World Cup 
winners 

England won the Women’s 
Cricket World Cup after a 
dramatic nine-run victory 
over India in the final at 
Lord’s. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
at the successful squad. 

Tammy Beaumont 

Age: 26 

Domestic team: Kent, 
Surrey Stars 
Beaumont was the top 
run-scorer in the competition 
(410), including a 148 against 
South Africa. 

Katherine Brunt 

Age: 32 

Domestic team: Yorkshire, 
Yorkshire Diamonds 
She bowled the most dot 
balls in the tournament (269), 
one more than India’s Deepti 
Sharma. 

Georgia Elwiss 

Age: 26 

Domestic team: Sussex, 



Heather Knight 


Loughborough Lightning 
Despite being included in 
the squad, the all-rounder did 
not feature. 

Jenny Gunn 

Age: 31 

Domestic team: 
Warwickshire, Yorkshire 
Diamonds 
One of the more 
experienced players in the 
squad, Gunn made her 
international ODI debut 
against South Africa in 2004. 

Alex Hartley 

Age: 23 

Domestic team: Middlesex, 
Surrey Stars 

England’s second-highest 
World Cup wicket taker with 
10 . 

Danielle Hazell 

Age: 29 

Domestic team: Yorkshire, 
Lancashire Thunder 
Played five times during 
the group stage but did not 
feature in the semi-final or 


HANTS CRICKET 







A 


World Cup stars 


Simon 

Carter 



A HANDFUL of cricket’s new¬ 
est World Cup winners will be on 
show at Hampshire’s Ageas Bowl 
in the coming weeks. 

England’s women were front 
page news when they defeated In¬ 
dia in a thrilling final at a packed 
out Lord’s to be crowned world 
champions last weekend. 

Bowler Anya Shrubshole was 
crowned woman of the match 
for her 6-46 burst - including five 
wickets in 19 balls - which helped 
England to a memorable success. 

Shrubsole is one of three mem¬ 
bers of the team who will be play¬ 
ing at The Ageas Bowl when the 
Women’s Kia T20 Super League 
series starts on August 10. 

England captain Heath Knight 
and Fran Wilson are in the same 
Western Storm side as Shrubsole. 

Storm visit reigning KSL cham¬ 
pions Southern Vipers in a game 
that will take place prior to Hamp¬ 
shire’s T20 Blast game against 
visiting Glamorgan. 

The 2017 curtain raiser is a re¬ 
peat of last year’s Super League 
final, which the Vipers won to be 
crowned the first ever champions. 

Vipers face Surrey Stars in 
their only other Ageas Bowl 
group match on August 20. 

Stars also possess three Eng¬ 
land World Cup winners - Laura 
Marsh, Natalie Sciver and Alex 
Hartley. 

Vipers’ third home game is 
against Yorkshire Diamonds at 
Arundel Castle on August 26. 

Each of the six teams play each 
other once in a round robin tour¬ 
nament, with the top three teams 
going through to contest a Finals 
Day at Hove on September 1. 

• ROMSEY teenager Katie 
George has been named in the 
Vipers squad for the forthcoming 
Kia Super League T20 tourna¬ 
ment. 

The 18-year-old, who has just 
left Richard Taunton’s College, 
made four appearances for the 
Ageas Bowl-based Southern Vi¬ 
pers in the inaugural KSL in 2016. 

One of those was in the final, 
where the Vipers - captained by 
former England star Charlotte 
Edwards - defeated Western 
Storm at Chelmsford. 

George, a left arm seamer, has 
recently been appearing for Tot- 
ton & Eling in Division 2 of the 
Southern Premier League, and a 
few weeks age bagged four wick¬ 
ets for the table-topping side in a 
win against Langley Manor. 

She is one of two locals in the 
Vipers squad. The other is Ports¬ 
mouth’s Charlie Dean, the teen¬ 
age daughter of former Havant 


England's champions 
:: ;to .set for Super League 
visits to Ageas Bowl 







W nn< 


201 ( 


Southern Vipers celebrate winning the 
inaugural KSL last year in Chelmsford. 


seam bowler Steve. 

Kiwi all-rounder Suzie Bates 
and West Indian Hayley Mat¬ 
thews will be two of the Vipers’ 
three overseas players for the 
five-game round-robin format of 
the KSL which precedes a Finals 
Day at Hove on September 1. 

South African Dane van 
Niekerk - the leading wicket-taker 
at the recent Women’s World Cup 
- has withdrawn through injury. 
A replacement will be announced 
soon. 

Bates was the star of Vipers’ 


Anya Shrubsole celebrates a wicket as England win the Women's World 
Cup final at lord's last weekend. 
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on their way... 


# Vipers name squad 
as they attempt to keep 
hold of T20 silverware 



Totton & Eliing teenager 
Katie George, right, is 
again in the Vipers squad 
for the 2017 KSL series. 




2016 KSL win - topping the team’s 
run charts with 232 at 46.40 and 
taking the most wickets (9) as 
well. 

She also struck 242 runs for her 
country in the World Cup, includ¬ 
ing an unbeaten 106 against Sri 
Lanka in Bristol. 

Matthews scored 158 runs in 
seven innings during the tourna¬ 
ment, 

Tash Farrant and Arran Brin- 
dle all return after featuring for 
the side in last year’s inaugural 
campaign. 


England’s Danielle Wyatt has 
also joined the Vipers for the 
2017 season, switching from Lan¬ 
cashire Thunder who she repre¬ 
sented last season. 

Wyatt - an experienced all- 
rounder with 70 T20 internation¬ 
al caps to her name - played five 
games for England in the World 
Cup, scoring 87 runs from four in¬ 
nings before being left out of the 
semi final and final. 

Vipers' 2017 squad: Charlotte Edwards (cap¬ 
tain), Tash Farrant, Danni Wyatt, Arran Brindle, 
Suzie Bates, Hayley Matthews, Georgia Adams, 


Katie George, Linsey Smith, Ellen Burt, Tara 
Norris, Izzy Collis, Carla Rudd, Charlie Dean. 

• ECB Director Of England 
Women’s Cricket, Clare Connor, 
is hopeful that England’s World 
Cup win last weekend will boost 
the forthcoming KSL. 

“Attendances at last year’s KSL 
surpassed our expectations and 
the standard of cricket was ex¬ 
tremely high,” she said. 

“I’m sure we’ll see even larger 
crowds and yet more stunning 
performances when the competi¬ 


tion gets underway on 10 August. 

“We’ve continued to attract 
high profile international play¬ 
ers to bolster the quality and in¬ 
tensity of the competition and 
I know everyone will be excited 
to see world class stars like Har- 
manpreet Kaur and Ellyse Perry 
in action after their World Cup 
performances. 

“It’s also vitally important that 
this competition continues to pro¬ 
vide opportunities for our most 
talented young players to test 
themselves against the best in the 
world and to press their claims 
for future England selection.” 

The Kia Super League will be 
broadcast live on television and 
radio this summer with Sky 
Sports providing live coverage 
of six ‘double-headers’ alongside 
NatWest T20 Blast matches. 

Anya Shrubsole believes Eng¬ 
land’s dramatic World Cup tri¬ 
umph will prove to be a “water¬ 
shed moment” for the sport. 

The worldwide television audi¬ 
ence for last Sunday’s final was 
rumoured to be around 100 mil¬ 
lion and Shrubsole says it felt like 
a milestone occasion for the wom¬ 
en’s game in the country. 

“It’s a watershed moment for 
women’s cricket,” said avid 
Pompey fan Shrubsole. 

“The final was a really fitting 
tribute to the whole tournament, 
which has been brilliant from 
start to finish. 

“We obviously set out to win, 
but we also want to inspire wom¬ 
en and girls to play cricket and 
hopefully our win, and the way 
we have played, has done that.” 

Her heroics came just two days 
after father Ian posted a snap of 
his then nine-year-old daughter 
gazing across the Lord’s outfield 
on Twitter, along with the cap¬ 
tion: “What a place! I’d like to play 
here... for England... in a World 
Cup final.” 

Shrubsole said: “I remember the 
day, I remember watching him in 
that game -1 don’t remember say¬ 
ing that but I guess it just shows 
that dreams can come true.” 

Women's Kia Super 
League fixtures 

Thurs, 10 Aug: Southern Vipers v Western 
Storm, Ageas Bowl 

Fri, 11 Aug: Yorkshire Diamonds v Lancashire 
Thunder, Headingley 

Sat, 12 Aug: Storm v Loughborough Lightning, 
Taunton 

Sun, 13 Aug: Stars v Diamonds, The Oval 
Tues, 15 Aug: Lightning v Vipers, Derby 
Wed, 16 Aug: Thunder v Stars, Old Trafford 
Fri, 18 Aug: Lightning v Diamonds, Loughbor¬ 
ough 

Sun, 20 Aug: Thunder v Lightning, Blackpool CC 
Sun, 20 Aug: Vipers v Stars, Ageas Bowl 
Sunday, 20 Aug: Diamonds v Storm, York CC 
Wed, 23 Aug: Thunder v Vipers, Liverpool CC 
Wed, 23 Aug: Stars v Storm, Guildford CC 
Sat, 26 Aug: Stars v Lightning, Guildford CC 
Saturday, 26 Aug: Storm v Thunder, Bristol 


From facing page 

The captain’s five sixes 
during the tournament was 
more than any of her team¬ 
mates. 

Beth Langston 

Age: 24 

Domestic team: Yorkshire, 
Loughborough Lightning 
Another player who did 
not feature during the World 
Cup. 

Laura Marsh 

Age: 30 

Domestic team: Kent, 
Surrey Stars 
Took 4-45 with the ball 
during the match against 
Sri Lanka on July 2, and had 
England’s best batting strike 
rate (137.83). 

Natalie Sciver 

Age: 24 

Domestic team: Surrey, 
Surrey Stars 
The only player in the 
tournament to make more 
than one century (two) 
grabbed the headlines with 
an innovative shot through 
her own legs - dubbed the 
‘Natmeg’ - against New 
Zealand. 

Anya Shrubsole 

Age: 25 

Domestic team: Somerset, 
Western Storm 
Shrubsole took 12 World 
Cup wickets, with half of 



Natalie Sciver 

them coming in an inspired 
performance against India in 
the final. 

Sarah Taylor 

Age: 28 

Domestic team: Sussex 
The wicketkeeper, back in 
the team after taking a break 
from the game due to anxiety 
issues, made two half 
centuries in the competition 
and was England’s second 
highest run scorer with 396. 

Fran Wilson 

Age: 25 

Domestic team: Middlesex, 
Western Storm 
She made 81 from 75 balls 
in the opening day defeat to 
eventual runners-up India. 

Lauren Winfield 

Age: 26 

Domestic team: Yorkshire, 
Yorkshire Diamonds 
Her joint-second highest 
knock of the tournament (24) 
came in the final victory. 

Danielle Wyatt 

Age: 26 

Domestic team: Sussex, 
Southern Vipers 
Was left out of the side for 
the semi-final and final. 
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Whatever 
happened to 
London 2012 
medallists? 


Successful jump jockeys to 
dairy farmers and trainee 
lawyers, a number of Great 
Britain’s class of 2012 have 
reinvented themselves in the 
five years that have passed 
since they struck gold in 
front of their adoring home 
supporters. 

But the majority of the 43 
individual British athletes 
who managed to top the 
podium in London continue 
to compete at an elite level, 
with Tokyo 2020 proving 
a realistic target for those 
who cannot get the quest for 
success out of their systems. 

Perhaps the most startling 
career shift came from 
2012 keirin winner VICTORIA 
PENDLETON, who switched to 
horse racing and in 2016 
achieved her ambition of 
competing in the Foxhunter 
Chase at Cheltenham, where 
she finished a creditable 
fifth. 



Peter Wilson 

Double trap star PETER 
WILSON went from unlikely 
fame on the Olympic 
shooting range straight home 
to his family farm in Dorset, 
announcing his retirement 
from the sport two years 
later having found he had 
nothing more to prove. 

“Having achieved the goals 
I set myself - world record, 
world number one and 
Olympic gold, I struggled 
to find a new incentive to 
compete,” confessed Wilson, 
who nevertheless did stay 
on as coach to rising teenage 
star James Dedman. 

Motivation was also a 
factor for TIM BAILLIE, who 
partnered Etienne Stott 
to a surprise gold in the 
canoeing C2 event in London, 
and retired two years later 
saying: “I have realised I no 
longer have the underlying 
desire required to commit to 
the sport.” 

In total, of the 43 British 
gold medallists from London, 
18 have either retired 
completely from their 
respective sports or continue 
to pursue them in a different 
capacity and no longer as 
members of a centrally- 
funded GB programme. 

Continued on facing page 



Olympic legacy 


Mark 

Staniforth 


When asked recently what he 
thought London 2012’s legacy was 
five years on, Lord Coe said, not 
unreasonably, “we’re standing in 
the middle of it”. 

After all, the former chairman 
of London 2012’s bid team and 
organising committee was stood 
outside the London Stadium, the 
centrepiece of those Games, in 
between sessions at the World 
Para Athletics Championships. 

Now president of athletics’ 
world governing body, he had 
been back on his old patch for a 
week or so and was clearly im¬ 
pressed with the Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park’s new landlords. 

Coe said: “I was here the other 
day watching my daughter play 
hockey in a national schools tour¬ 
nament - the pitches were full, 
the tennis courts were full, there 
were bicycles and riders queuing 
up to get into the velodrome, the 
stadium was being used and there 
are 3,000 people now living in the 
park, with schools and medical 
centres. 

“So that’s living legacy. I’ve just 
crossed the river and it’s full of 
wildlife that we haven’t seen for 
60 years. It’s a very strong story.” 

These themes - sport for all, 
sustainable venues and a place 
where humans, frogs and fish 
want to live - will strike a chord 
with anybody who heard Coe dur¬ 
ing his years as London 2012’s 
main salesman and Mr Motivator. 

It was a pitch he delivered to 
cagey civil servants in Whitehall, 
scheming sports officials in Sin¬ 
gapore, sceptical journalists eve¬ 
rywhere and diverse audiences in 
packed east London town halls, 
and he did it very well. 

When he talked about legacy, he 
said people would be inspired by 
what they saw, the world would 
view London differently and Lon¬ 
doners would be left with a new, 
reclaimed part of the city to live, 
shop, work and play in. 

Unfortunately, as the curtain 
came down on what many thought 
might have been the best edition 
of the greatest show on earth, he 
also said London 2012 had been 
the cleanest Games on record. 

Thanks to Russian whistle¬ 
blowers and improved drug- 
detection methods, we are fast 
discovering that London 2012 
was no such thing and that is the 
problem with many of the biggest 
claims made for its legacy, too. 

Yes, London 2012 and more than 
a decade of significant lottery 
funding did get more Brits off the 
sofa but not the two million more 
originally promised and very 
probably not those sections of so- 



FLASHBACK TO 2012: Southampton 
cyclist Dani King, left of main picture, 
celebrates her gold medal with Laura 
Trott and Joanna Rowsell. Jessica 
Ennis celebrates her gold, far right, 
while rowers Katherine Grainger and 
Anna Watkins, bottom right, also 
strike gold five years ago. 


ciety most in need of a publicly- 
funded intervention. 

Yes, London was at its most cos¬ 
mopolitan and welcoming best 
that summer but the city’s future 
as a global capital seems less se¬ 
cure now than it was pre-EU ref¬ 
erendum. 

And yes, what was once a 
strangely blank space in a London 
A-Z atlas is now an inner suburb 


on steroids but when many ur¬ 
ban planners stand where Coe is 
standing they shake their heads 
at the missed opportunities. 

This list of things being okay 
- even good, in some places - but 
not quite as good as was promised 
or we had hoped for could go on. 
Would it be fair, though? After all, 
Coe is not an architect and he did 
not force the government to put 


the best part of £10billion into us¬ 
ing the Olympics as a catalyst to 
regenerate Stratford or as a peg 
on which to hang a push on sports 
participation. 

Olympic Games are very good 
at concentrating minds because 
they provide the adrenalin jolt of 
a global audience and an immov¬ 
able deadline. 

New roads, hotels and velo- 
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2012 stars 

from facing page 


- five years on 



history tells them about the ris¬ 
ing bills, increased scrutiny and 
inevitable trouble they bring. 

Much has been made of the fact 
that the International Olympic 
Committee has been forced to rip 
up its rulebook and give the two 
remaining bidders for the 2024 
Games an Olympics each, but Los 
Angeles and Paris are still buying 
the same pitch Coe was making 
back in 2003. 

When asked if he thought the 
pictures of Rio’s shuttered Olym¬ 
pic venues were hurting the idea 
of the Games as a gift from one 
generation to another, Coe said: 
“There’s a challenge for all of us 
in sport to make sure we’re going 
to local communities and telling 
them that this is not just about 
three weeks of spectacular sport. 

“There has to be a legacy story, 
a narrative, an emotional connec¬ 
tion. We have to go on explaining 
why people from all walks of life, 
believers of everything and noth¬ 
ing, come together through sport. 

“Maybe we’re not telling that 
story well enough and we’re prob¬ 
ably not properly communicating 
the difference between a cost and 
an investment in a community” 

This idea of the Games as an 
investment explains why Coe can 
claim the now fridge-less River 
Lea is an endowment for east 
London, say London would not be 
hosting events like next month’s 
World Athletics Championships 
if we had not built a suitable ven¬ 
ue and add that hosting London 
2012 put a spring in the nation’s 
step and reminded everybody of 
our ability to put on a party. 

London 2012 looked like a gold 
rush five years ago and, despite 
all the grumbles about West 
Ham’s deal of the century at the 
Olympic stadium and national 
concerns about inactivity and 
obesity, it still feels like it was a 
better place to put our money 
than under the bed. 

But, as the small print always 
points out, investments can rise 
and fall over time, which means 
the debate about London 2012’s 
legacy has only just started. 


team gb 


London 20R 


dromes get built because the 
world is watching and the Inter¬ 
national Olympic Committee will 
not wait. And tricky projects, like 
making a nation healthier, gain 
instant impetus when you can 
link them to gold medals and su¬ 
perstars. 

This is why cities have kept 
coming back for these major 
events, despite everything that 


SIR BEN AINSLIE is one of 

them, having started his 
own team BAR - based 
in Portsmouth - with the 
specific aim of becoming the 
first British boat to win the 
America’s Cup. 

For many of the 25 who are 
still competing, London 2012 
was just the start. Neither 
her surprise win at London’s 
ExCel Centre nor the 
convincing retention of her 
crown in Rio has quashed the 
desire of taekwondo star JADE 
JONES to go for a third gold in 
Tokyo. 

“I will definitely go for it 
again,” said Jones, who took 
a brief break after Brazil 
to appear in the celebrity 
winter sports programme 
‘The Jump’. “I am only 
23 years old and I love 
taekwondo, and I love to 
fight.” 

NICOLA ADAMS is now a full¬ 
time professional and one 
of the most recognisable 
names in British sport, while 
ANDY MURRAY has gone a long 
way since his 2012 Olympic 
success which came in 



Ben Ainslie 

the wake of his agonising 
Wimbledon final defeat to 
Roger Federer. 

In many ways, Murray’s 
London win - also against 
Federer - could be seen as the 
catalyst for the stunning run 
of success which followed, 
including two Wimbledon 
titles and a second Olympic 
singles gold in Rio. 

But perhaps the most 
spectacular road of the 
London 2012 alumni has 
been taken by ANTHONY JOSHUA, 
who went into the Games 
as a lightly regarded super¬ 
heavyweight and left it 
with a gold medal round 
his neck, brushing off the 
blank cheques of potential 
promoters. 

Less than five years 
later Joshua was beating 
Wladimir Klitschko in 
front of a capacity crowd at 
Wembley to become world 
heavyweight champion - 
completing a rise which 
began one unforgettable 
summer when the Olympics 
came home. 
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Waters & Sons 

Independent Funeral Directors Ltd 


Eastleigh's only appointed 
Golden Charter Agent 

We are truly Independent 
and provide a personal 
and local service 

Will option available 
with your plan 


The only place to find and 
have a Funeral by 
Paul Capper is at. 

Independent Funeral 
Directors of Hampshire Ltd 


Set sail to adventure with Red Funnel 
and save up to 20% off ferry travel* 
when you book attraction tickets. 


Save today: 

redfunnel.co.uk/ 
adventureoffer red funnel 


THE 

LUXURY 

COLLECTION 

Perfection as standard. 
Unique sliding wardrobes 
& bedroom furniture. 


Swan Systems Furniture 

01329 843636 | www.swansystems.co.uk 


WITH EVERY FUNERAL 
PLAN TAKEN OUT £25* 
IS DONATED TO THE 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 


106 Spring Road, Sholing, 
Southampton, SO 19 2QB 

Tel: 023 8043 4244 

247 Aldermoor Road, 
Southampton, SO 16 5NU 

Tel: 023 8078 3900 

www.funeraldirectorsouthampton.co.uk 


Joseph House 

14 Bishopstoke Road 

Eastleigh 

Hampshire SO50 6AE. 

Call 023 80612 444 

info@cappersindependent 

funerals.co.uk 

Golden Charter W 

Funeral Plans 


Golden Charter 
is Proud to 
Support 


* £25 from the sale of each funeral plan, 
identified with The Royal British Legion sticker, and where plans are not 
cancelled, will be paid to Royal British Legion Trading Limited, which 
gives its taxable profits to The Royal British Legion (Charity no. 219279) 
and Poppyscotland (Scottish Charity No. SC014096). 


SAVEOAo/* 
UP TO u w /o 
OFF IOW FERRY 

when booked with attraction tickets 


■ b 


Wicjfit 


Direct 
Cremation 
No Service 
From 
£1,195 


'* PolarPlastics 

PVC-u SPECIALISTS for: 




inii Mill 


• Windows • Doors 
• Conservatories • Fasoias 
• Cladding • Gutters 
Glass units • Window repairs 


• NO HARD SELL FAMILY BUSINESS 
10 YEAR INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEE 


OPEN 6 DAYS-A-WEEK 
Mon to Sat 

Telephone 
023 8089 9611 

www.polarplastics.co.uk 
email: sales@polarplastics.co.uk 

10 Hoi bury Precinct, 

Holbury Drove, Holbury, 

Southampton 


Home Choose Carpets 


Over 20 Years Experience 
100 f s of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from. 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

We can move your furniture and uplift 
& dispose of your old carpets 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

www. h o m e-choose-ca r pets. com 
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IF YOU DON'T KNOW US, 

MAYBE YOU SHOULD. 

UNIVERSITY OF 



You can still join us in September. Don’t miss this opportunity to learn with the best, and 
enjoy the time of your life, at the University of Portsmouth. 

You’ll experience outstanding levels of individual support (we were recently awarded a 
TEF gold for excellence in teaching); state-of-the-art learning facilities and we guarantee 
all first-year students a place in halls*. 

And you’ll have the huge advantage of living in the UK’s most affordable student city, 
looking forward to employment on graduation (our employment rate is 96.5%, with 75% 
in professional and managerial roles). 

If you’re in clearing, now’s your chance to live and learn in this beautiful, seaside city. 
A place where you’re fully supported. A place where you can achieve your dream. 

It all begins with a call, where we’ll guide you every step of the way. 

*When you make us your firm choice and meet any accommodation deadlines. 



University of 

Portsmouth 
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The numbers behind England's World Cup win 


5 THINGS YOU CAN'T MISS 
INTHERACINGWEEK 



England won the Women’s World 
Cup in a thrilling final against India 
at Lord’s. 

Here, the Sports Pink picks out 
some of the key numbers behind 
their success. 

1.54million 

Total tournament prize fund. Up 
from just £154,00 at the previous edi¬ 
tion in 2013 but still well short of 
the 7.68m on offer at the 2015 men’s 
World Cup. 

410 


Sarah Taylor. 


Runs scored by Tammy Beaumont, 


player of the tournament and top- 
scorer. 

275 

Highest partnership, between Sa¬ 
rah Taylor and Beaumont against 
South Africa in the group stage. 

269 

Most dot balls in the tournament, 
from Katherine Brunt. 

64.45 

Average ODI caps in England’s 
winning XI. Jenny Gunn tops the list 
with 139, with Fran Wilson the least 


experienced on 14. 

26.7 

Average age of England’s trium¬ 
phant 15-strong squad. 

6 for 46 

Best figures recorded in the com¬ 
petition, by Anya Shrubsole in the 
final. 

5 


Centuries scored by the England 
squad, of 14 overall. Two from Nat 
Sciver and one apiece from Heather 
Knight, Taylor and Beaumont. 



Lewis Hamilton celebrates his recent Silverstone win by crowd-surfing with his adoring fans 


A rejuvenated Lewis Hamilton 
heads to Budapest for the Hun¬ 
garian Grand Prix just one point 
behind his championship rival Se¬ 
bastian Vettel. 

Hamilton, victorious in front of 
his home crowd at Silverstone last 
time out, will be hoping to keep the 
title momentum going in the final 
round before the summer break. 

Here, the Sports Pink dissects 
the key talking points ahead of 
Sunday’s race. 

HAMILTON'S MOMENTUM 

The Hungaroring is a track 
which has been kind to Hamil¬ 
ton in the past, and you would be 
a brave man to back against him 
this weekend. Hamilton has won 
the race a record five times, and 
will arrive for the 11th and final 
round of the championship be¬ 
fore the sport’s four-week sum¬ 
mer break with the best car, and 
as the favourite to take control of 


the title race. Hamilton’s Mercedes 
team, particularly in qualifying, 
now hold the edge over Vettel and 
his Ferrari outfit, while Hamilton 
himself was in blistering form at 
Silverstone. Indeed since Vettel led 
home Kimi Raikkonen in a Ferrari 
one-two at May’s Monaco Grand 
Prix, the Italian team have scored 
only 79 points. Mercedes have col¬ 
lated 151 during the same period. 
That said, the twisty nature of the 
Hungaroring and warm tempera¬ 
tures should suit Ferrari. 

HELLO TO THE HALO 

Another major taking point this 
week will be the FIA’s move to en¬ 
force the introduction of the halo 
for 2018. The decision to make the 
controversial cockpit protection 
device, which is designed to block 
flying debris, mandatory has not 
gone down well in some quarters. 
Such was the backlash, the FIA 
took the unusual step of releasing 


a statement to defend its decision. 
There can be no hiding from the 
fact that the halo is ugly, and it san¬ 
itises a sport in which risk is one 
of the biggest appeals. However, as 
Vettel rightly stated last year, no 
argument “justifies death”. 

STICK OR TWIST 

Fernando Alonso has said he 
will determine his future during 
the summer break, and it is still 
uncertain whether the two-time 
champion will stick or twist. The 
Spaniard, out of contract with 
McLaren at the end of the year, has 
finished just two races this season 
and has scored only two points. 
The British team cannot offer him 
a package to fight for the top 10, let 
alone the third championship he 
craves. The Hungaroring is a cir¬ 
cuit not so reliant on power, and 
that could play into McLaren’s 
hands - but will a decent finish 
in Hungary sway Alonso’s future 


thinking? It is unlikely. For now, 
the driver market hinges on Vettel 
and his movements next year. Only 
when the German, whose deal at 
Ferrari also expires at the end of 
the season, makes up his mind will 
the remaining pieces of the jigsaw 
- and that includes Alonso - fall into 
place. 

HOLLYWOOD RETURN? 

Another driver who could be in 
the frame for a seat in 2018 is Rob¬ 
ert Kubica - and what a remarkable 
story it will be if the 32-year-old re¬ 
turns to the grid. Kubica partially 
severed his right arm in a rally¬ 
ing accident more than five years 
ago, but, following two run-outs 
in a 2012 Renault, the Pole will be 
handed his first taste of this year’s 
car in the second of a two-day test 
at the Hungaroring next week. A 
prominent display next week will 
only whet the appetite for his sen¬ 
sational return. 


SWEET ORANGE 

Glorious Goodwood could get off 
to a rip-rousing start when Big 
Orange attempts to usurp the great 
Double Trigger when he goes for a 
hat-trick of victories in the Qatar 
Goodwood Cup on Tuesday. This 
stamina test has been moved to 
the opening day from Thursday, 
been upgraded to Group One 
status and given a cash injection. 
What a result it would be if the 2015 
and 2016 winner could complete 
the race treble after his success in 
the Ascot Gold Cup and do better 
than Double Trigger as there was a 
gap between his victories in 1995, 
1997 and 1998. 

RIBCHESTER'S 

QUEST 

Ribchester was a fast-finishing 
third in the Qatar Sussex Stakes 
last summer and will be a warm 
order to take Wednesday’s mile 
honours at Goodwood after 
showing he is champion material 
with convincing victories in the 
Lockinge and Queen Anne Stakes. 
Richard Fahey’s four-year-old now 
has to do it against the cream of 
the current Classic generation 
including dual 2000 Guineas scorer 
Churchill. There have been some 
classic clashes over the years and 
this one should be no exception. 

WINTER WONDER 

Winter has been the surprise star 
among Aidan O’Brien’s glittering 
array of three-year-old fillies this 
season by completing the terrific 
treble of English, Irish 1000 
Guineas and Coronation Stakes. 
She now takes the step up to a mile 
and a quarter in the Qatar Nassau 
Stakes at Goodwood on Thursday 
when she will meet talented older 
fillies that could include the John 
Gosden-trained So Mi Dar. It should 
be a race to savour. 

PLATE-SMASHER 

Gordon Elliott and Willie Mullins 
provided the first six home 
between them in the Galway Plate 
last year and will no doubt be well 
represented in the valuable 
handicap chase at Ballybrit on 
Wednesday. However, they may not 
have things their own way as Henry 
de Bromhead is likely to stage a 
strong challenge, with Balko Des 
Flos and On Fiddlers Green from 
his County Wexford stable at the 
head of the ante-post betting. 

WELD WATCH 

Dermot Weld’s domination at the 
Galway Festival ended in 2016 
when Willie Mullins took his crown. 
Weld has number one there 29 
times and all eyes will be on his 
string at the seven-day feast. 
However, Weld expects to have 
fewer runners than usual as his 
team has only recently turned the 
corner after being out of sorts. It 
will though be folly to discount any 
horse from the Weld stable at the 
meeting. 

FIXTURES (FLAT in capitals) 

Monday: AYR, Newton Abbot, WINDSOR 
(evening), WOLVERHAMPTON (evening) 
Tuesday: BEVERLEY, GOODWOOD (ITV), 
Perth (evening), Worcester (evening), 
YARMOUTH 

Wednesday: GOODWOOD (ITV), LEICES¬ 
TER (evening), Perth, REDCAR, SANDOWN 
(evening) 

Thursday: EPSOM (evening), FFOS LAS 
(evening), GOODWOOD (ITV), NOTTING¬ 
HAM, Stratford 

Friday: Bangor, BATH (evening), GOOD- 
WOOD (ITV), MUSSELBURGH (evening), 
NEWMARKET (evening), THIRSK 
Saturday: DONCASTER, GOODWOOD 
(ITV), HAMILTON (evening), LINGFIELD 
(evening), NEWMARKET, THIRSK 
Sunday: CHESTER, Market Rasen 
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